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O'Connor: Foreword
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in California to serve as a deputy district attorney; and the founder of the San
Diego Bee. She was thwarted early in her professional ambitions when she
asked a prominent local attorney whether she could study law in his office. He
responded: :

My high regard for your parents, and for you . . . forbid encouraging
you in so foolish a pursuit, — wherein you would invite nothing but
ridicule if not contempt. A woman’s place is at home, unless it is as
a teacher. If you would like a position in our public schools I will be
glad to recommend you, for I think you are well-qualified.®

Foltz could give as good as she got, however. When an opposing attorney once
suggested in open court that she had better be at home raising children, Foltz
retorted: “‘A woman had better be in almost any business than raising such

men as you.’"’

Crystal Eastman of New York, pacifist, feminist, and ardent reformer, used
her law degree and master’s degree in sociology as a lifelong fight against a
broad range of social ills, which she saw as suppressing human freedom. One
of her early endeavors was a comprehensive study of the effect of
industrialization on urban workers, Work Accidents and the Law, published in
1910. She was appointed by Governor Charles Evans Hughes to be the only
woman member of the New York State Employer’s Liability Commission, and
she helped obtain the passage of one of the first worker’s compensation laws.
Always true to her convictions, when she divorced her first husband she refused
to accept any alimony, asserting that “‘[n]o self-respecting feminist would accept
alimony. It would be her own confession that she could not take care of
herself.””® She spent much of her life working for women'’s suffrage, and she
lived to see the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920.

It is through the courageous and determined efforts of these woman and the
many like them that aspiring young women of today can more easily attend law
school, join the bar, and participate in our legal system. Women today
represent nearly thirty percent of attorneys in this country and over forty percent
of law school graduates. They also represent over seven percent of judges,
eighteen percent of state legislators, seventeen percent of state executives, six
percent of Members of Congress, and just over twenty-two percent of United

6. Mortimer Schwartz et al., The Banles of Clara Shoriridge Foliz, 1 CAL. DEFENDER 7
(Spring 1985).
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2 J. SaN DIEGO HIST. 185, 189 (1980) (quoting Clara Shortridge Foltz).
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States Supreme Court Justices. Until the percentages approach fifty percent,
perhaps we cannot say we have succeeded. Nonetheless, the progress of the last
century has been astounding. And it is due in large part to the explosion of the
myth of the “true” woman through the efforts of real women such as those
described in this volume.
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