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NEW STATE RECORD FOR THE RIFFLE BEETlE 

MICROCYLLOEPUS PUSILWS (COLEOPTERA: ELMIDAEJ 


J. l. Snitgen 1 

ABSTRACT 

The rime beetle Microcylloepus pusillus is reported from the Upper Penin­
sula of Michigan, representing a new state record. 

A single adult, and nine larval Microcylloepus pusillus (LeConte) were col­
lected from a small stream in the northern portion of the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan. These were the only specimens collected during a distributional 
survey of the rime beetles (Dryopidae, Elmidae, Psephenidae) of Marquette 
County in 1989-1990. A total of 981 adult and 3241 larval rime beetles were 
collected from 100 collection sites within the county as part of a research pro­
ject at Northern Michigan University. 

There are no previously published records for this species in Michigan. 
The specimens were collected from gravel, partially decayed wood, and stones 
in a rime area of a small, cold, clear stream flowing out of Charley Lake 
(T.45N - R.27W, Section 25). The adult keyed to Microcylloepus pusillus pusil­
Ius (LeConte) in Brown (1972), but several authors believe that this sub­
species is merely a "color morph" ofM. pusillus (Barr and Chapin 1988, Shep­
ard 1990, Hilsenhoff and Schmude 1992). Brown (1983) reported the range of 
M. pusillus pusillus as occurring in 38 states ranging from California to Mon­
tana in the west and from Florida to Maine in the east. Records in the Great 
Lakes Region include New York, Ontario, and Wisconsin. 
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