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CALL/BAETIS PRETIOSUS (EPHEMEROPTERA: BAETIDAE) 

FROM PENNSYLVANIA: NEW DISTRIBUTION RECORD 


R.D. Waltz1 James B. Munro2 

ABSTRACT 

Larvae of Callibaetis pretiosus were collected from a wet-weather pool in 
Monroe County, Pennsylvania. This record represents a significant northward 
increase in the known distribution of this species which had previously been 
reported only from Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North CarolIna, Tennessee, 
Texas, and Virginia. 

The larva ofCallibaetis pretiosus Banks was first described by Berner and 
Pescador (1988), who summarized the currently known biological and distrib­
utional data for this species based on their studies of southeastern mayflies. 

One ofus (JBM) encountered several larvae of a Callibaetis Eaton species
which matched the description of C. pretiosus provided by Berner and 
Pescador (1988) and failed to match descriptions of other known Callibaetis 
larvae (e.g., Berner and Pescador 1988, Burks 1953). The larva of C. pretiosus 
possesses at least one distinctive morphological character which makes it 
unique among known Callibaetis larvae, i.e., a shortened maxillary palp (see 
Berner and Pescador 1988 for characterization and figures). 

Callibaetis pretiosus was originally described from Virginia by Banks 
(1914), reported by Berner (1977) from Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Car­
olina, and Tennessee, and was most recently reported by McCafferty and 
Davis (1992) from Texas. The collection ofC. pretiosus from Pennsylvania ex­
tends the known distribution of this species northward beyond the southeast­
ern-restricted distribution previously known (McCafferty and Waltz 1990). 
Report of this northeastward distribution is similar to that ofProcloeon viri­
docularis Berner (Waltz and Munro 1996), also a species whose previously 
known distribution was only from the southeast. 

The habitat from which the Pennsylvania larvae were collected was a 
small pool in the middle of an open, mown field. Mature larvae were collected 
on 18 July, 1995, from a wet weather pool, subject to drying in late spring or 
summer. The pool had completely dried by 25 July. 

Voucher specimens are deposited at Purdue University, Purdue Entomo­
logical Research Collection, West Lafayette, Indiana. 

lIDNR, Division of Entomology and Plant Pathology, 402 West Washington, Room 
W-290, Indianapolis, IN 46204. 

2East Stroudsburg University, Department of Biological Sciences, East Strouds­
burg, PA 18301. 
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