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DISTRIBUTION OF THE MILLIPED NARCEUS AMERICANUS ANNULARIS 
(SPIROBOLlDA: SPIROBOLIDAEI IN WISCONSIN 

Dreux 1. Wotermolen1 

The spirobolid milliped Narceus american us annularis Rafmesque 1820 is 
common and widespread throughout the eastern United States and Canada 
(Keeton 1960, Shelley 1988, Hoffman 1990). It has previously been recorded\ from Wisconsin. Cahn (1915) reported it from the Wingra Springs region in\ central Dane County, and Keeton (1960) reported it from Clark and Sauk 
Counties. General records include the "upper Mississippi Valley" by Hoffman 
(1951) and ''Wisconsin'' by Kevan (1985). Recent collections and examination 
of specimens at the Milwaukee Public Museum (MPM) and Illinois Natural 
History Survey (INHS) turned up additional locality records. 

On 6 August 1994, D.F. Guebken collected an adult male N. americanus 
annularis crawling on the floor of a pole building in Crawford County. I col­
lected two juvenile specimens on 28 September 1992 in an underground cor­
ridor at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay in Brown County. Levi and 
Levi (1987) suggested N. americanus annularis is usually collected in forest 
logs. On 19 July 1992, I collected a male and a female specimen from within 
a rotting log (probably Thuja occidentalis) in Peninsula State Park, Door 
County. All five specimens have been deposited in the MPM invertebrate col­
lection. 

Additional records of N. americanus annularis obtained from museum col­
lections include specimens from Cedarburg Bog in Ozaukee County (May 
1992; MPM), from Viroqua, Vernon County (August 1926; MPM), and from an 
unspecified locality in Milwaukee County (prior to 1897; MPM). A male spec­
imen collected at Wyalusing State Park, Grant County is maintained in the 
'Iexas Memorial Museum collection (R.M. Shelley, pers. comm.). In addition, 
two juvenille Narceus specimens were collected at Devils Lake State Park, 
Sauk County (June 1950; INHS). . 

Although no comprehensive survey of Wisconsin millipeds has been com­
pleted, these records indicate that the distribution of N. americanus annularis 
is much more extensive than previously known (Figure 1). Indeed, I expect 
that this species is even more widely distributed in Wisconsin and probably 
occurs statewide. 
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Figure 1. Distribution of Narceus american us annularis in Wisconsin. Circles 
are literature records plotted at the center of each county. Squares are new 
records reported herein. 
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