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intelligentsia of Guatemala during the past fifteen years.
Communism awakened the dormant idealism of youth
after the revolution of 1944 put an end to the old-
fashioned dictatorship under which Guatemala had
languished for many years. Among the young leaders
a crusading, missionary spirit was fanned to white
heat. These men were not afraid to get their hands
dirty, went out to the Indian and Latin peons, promised
them land reform and amelioration of their social and
economic ills, and began to make good their promises
The “Guatemalan experiment” is a thing of the past,
and the anti-communist forces have been entrenched
for close to five years. At this stage the writer would
venture the following conclusions: the moneyed classes
appear irreformable, some progress toward social and
economic uplift of the oppressed classes has been
made (with the help of United States Point-Four aid),
but the governments which have been in power since
1954 do not appear to have the vision, the dynamism,
and the will to meet head-on the economic and social
problems which beset the country.

What is the Christian Church doing in the total
context of Central America? Many people of diverse
viewpoints agree that the fundamental problem of
Central America is moral, and even religious, in nature.
What is the Church doing to raise the moral level of
the populace? Roman Catholicism, it would seem, is
simply overwhelmed by this problem. It rather futilely
tries to dam what even secular critics call the swelling
flood of immorality and godlessness that is engulfing
Central America. Within the past five years a great
upsurge in Roman Catholic activity has been observable,
for example, in Guatemala. The hope that Rome will
be more effective in combating amorality and making
the Christian ethic more effective in society would ap-
pear to depend upon the degree to which North
American and especially European tendencies within
the Roman church can overcome the traditionalism,
fanaticism, and sterility which are the bane of Rome
in Latin America. Revivalistic Protestantism, as al-
ready noted, puts mighty forces into motion in order
to raise the moral level of its converts. It seems that the
undeniably higher moral plane of Central American
Protestants is already a leaven actively working for
good in Central American society. Surely the fruits
of this will be more evident in the future. Evangelical
Catholicism is also interested in contributing toward
the moral uplift of society in Central America. It is
endeavoring to set forth clearly the Evangelical dynamic
for the Christian life and to avoid the twin pitfalls of
antinomianism and legalism. Far from wanting to
legislate on morals to society at large, it will encourage
Christians to commend the Christian life in word and
deed to people living outside its immediate sphere
(remembering constantly that the Christian is both
righteous and a sinner and that consequently no Chris-
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tian life-witness can ever be completely “pure”). And it_
will encourage its Christians as responsible citizens to
work toward the establishment of better moral condi-
tions in society at large.

In the intellectual circles of Central America Roman
Catholicism appears to be impotent. There is little
or no original theological writing in the Spanish lan-
guage in Central America. In recent years the various
teaching orders have been especially active in estab-
lishing schools in Guatemala City, the largest city in
Central America. Whether a Roman Catholic laity
vitally interested in its faith and its relationship to
cultural life will emanate from these schools remains
to be seen. Here, again, the stimulus for a more
effective witness to the intellectual world depends upon
a theological and religious renewal in Central Ameri-
can Roman Catholicism. In the past Protestant work
has often appeared anti-intellectual and anti-cultural.
It can be definitely stated that revivalistic Protestantism
has not appealed to cultured, artistic, and intellectual
circles. Nevertheless, Protestant work at the grass-roots
level is probably having and will continue to have an
effect on the intellectual life of Central America. Evan-
gelicals seek to remove illiteracy among their members
in order that they might be able to read the Scriptures.
A living knowledge of the Bible among rather broad
sectors of the population will surely exert a profound
influence on the moral, intellectual, and cultural life
of Central America; and the fact that a considerable
number of former illiterates can now read will also
make itself felt in the social and political life of those
countries. The field for Evangelical Catholicism’s in-
fluence on the intellectual life of Central America is
wide-open. Its concern for true catholicity can be ex-
pressed in an effort to appeal to the mind as well as
the will and emotions of the people and in an attempt
to reclaim for the Christian faith influential, educated
sectors of the population for whom Christianity has
long since lost all dynamism and relevance. It appears
that the principal means of implementing this concern
is the production and translation of a suitable litera-
ture. For example, why would not the apologetic
works of Karl Heim in Spanish dress, published by an
influential house, evoke a sympathetic response from
intellectual circles?

Because of the prominence of its dogma of transub-
stantiation in the religious life of the people, Rome
continues to foster a peculiar type of estheticism in
the artistic life of Latin and Central America. But as
far as this observer can judge, the religious art, poetry,
and music influenced by popular Roman Catholicism
are overwhelmingly cheap and tawdry. Here again the
basic need of a spiritual and theological renewal in
Roman Catholicism is the necessary presupposition
for the production of a higher quality of religious plas-
tic art, music, and literature. The rather open revulsion
to Protestantism on the part of the dominant social
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