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THIS issue marks a milestone in the history of the CRESSET.
Since its founding almost fifteen years ago, the CRESSET has enjoyed the
generous support and confidence of the International Walther League.
This support has been particularly unselfish in recent years when it became
more and more obvious that the constituency of the League and the audience
of the CRESSET differed considerably in age and in interests. A mere acknowledgment of the League's unfailing kindness is hardly sufficient repayment
but it is the best we can do at the moment.
Several years ago, it became apparent that the proper home for the CRESSET
was a university campus. Such a home has now been found at Valparaiso
University and with this issue the CRESSET becomes a publication of the
university's press. An editorial board made up of members of the Valparaiso
faculty will assume direction of the CRESSET's policy. But the tie with the
League will not be wholly severed. At the request of the editorial board, the
League will assume the role of co-sponsor.
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With the change in ownership, there will come gradual changes in format.
No radical changes are planned, at least for the present. But there will be an
immediate change in the writing of the CRESSET. While we shall continue
to write for those thinking men and women inside and outside the Christian
tradition who are looking for a Christian approach to the problems of our
world, we shall try to reach a broader audience than we have reached
heretofore. There will be no lowering of our standards but there will be
a greater informality in our wntmg, a greater concentration upon subjects
of broad interest rather than on highly specialized interests.

Every magazine must justify the support it receives. We believe that the
housewife and the assembly line worker and the college student are as
thoughtful and as concerned about the relevance of Christianity to the
world of 1951 as are the pa:>tors and the doctors of philosophy. It is our
,.. hope that the CRESSET will be able to reach thoughtful people wherever they
may be and whatever they may be doing. It is to these people that the "new
CRESSET" Will be directed.
1
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Western Europe burned its soul
out in total war. That was before
Mackinder's Heartland exploded,
as he had predicted in 1920, and
shattered the states that lay on its
margin.
The Great Debate today centers
upon just one question: Is the
national state, our own or any ,
other, a sufficient structure for
maintaining conditions under
which human life can be lived
in peace and with a certain amount
of security? What is the homeland
which we must be willing to fight
to defend in order to maintain •
what we call our "way of life"?
Is it the 3,7oo,ooo square miles
of territory which we call the
United States of America or is it
every square mile of the earth
where man is the master of his ,.
rulers rather than their servant?
It is our belief that nationalism,

The Great Debate
is a time for patience and
T understanding.
The issues
HIS

which must be met, discussed and
resolved are not only the issues
of our generation but of generations still to come. The solutions
will involve more than momentary
expediences, more even than a
resolution of the present tensions
between two seemiRgly irreconcilable ideologies. We are moving
into a new pattern of social organization. We are taking a step
beyond nationalism.
There would have been no such
thing as "the Great Debate" as
recently as twenty-five years ago.
The nation was, for all practical
purposes, the world as far as most
people were concerned. That was
before the day of the guided missile, the long-distance flight, and
the atomic bomb. That was before
2
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as we have known it (and, many
of us, loved it) is an anachronism
which cannot survive much longer.
In terms of travel time, our entire
planet is smaller today than the
thirteen colonies were in 1776. No
place on our globe is more than
48 hours from any other place by
air. That is the most significant
understanding that we can start
with in thinking about the world
of 1951. Like it or not, we have
One World. The only question
that is left is, how are we going
to organize it for peace?
One thing is sure. Even if it
were desirable, the one-fifteenth of
the world's population that lives
in the United States cannot do the
job alone. We cannot defend all
of the weak peoples, we cannot
support all of the poor peoples.
Our only hope, humanly speaking,
lies in making the United Nations,
or some other world-wide organization, an actual world government, despite whatever distaste we
may have for super-governments
or whatever fears we may entertain as we consider the dangers
inherent in any concession of
sovereignty to such a body.
Hard as it may be for us to
give up our precious nationalisms,
we may find some consolation in
the fact that nationalism, as a
doctrine, is at most five hundred
years old. For at least 5500 years
of man's history, he found it possible to live in a world of uni-
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versals. Even today, the greatest
churchmen and scholars and business men live in a world which
cuts across international boundaries. We can all learn to live in
that kind of a world if once we
come to realize that the things
that make our lives rich and happy
do not grow out of the soil in
this or that part of the world but
out of the hearts of men in every
part of the world. Our "American
way of life," even, is a compound
of Hebrew and Mediterranean
theology; English language, literature, and law; German science and
music; French art and etiquette;
Italian art and music; American
technology. These things constitute our homeland and wherever
they are found, there is our country-the country which must be
defended by all means and at all
cost .

Concerning Criticism
HE acrimony which has characterized much of the argumentation in the Great Debate is no
more tragic and no more pointless than the lovelessness and
bitterness which men as individuals encounter in their personal
relationships every day. The suspicions which inhibit any real
East-West understanding are no
more unreasonable and no more
damning than the suspicions which

T
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underlie bad feeling in our neighborhoods and which push knives
into the backs of our professional
and business associates.
Nobody worries about the eighth
commandment any more. You
don't. We don't. You are dirty,
gossiping little rats but you a~e
relatively harmless because your
yackity-yack is limited by the number of people you can talk to in
any given day. We are dirty, gossiping big rats because we have a
magazine which something like
7,500 people read every month.
The bigger magazines are even
bigger rats than we are and so are
the big newspapers and the radio
chains.
There is a raw brutality in
plunging a knife into a man's
body. But when a steel blade
enters a man's body, either the
body will die and thus pass beyond
its pain or else the body will heal
its wound. The sharp tongue is
less merciful than steel, for it cuts
the heart out but leaves the body
to live on as best it can. For such
a wound, there is no healing.
We are all frustrated and we
are all, in varying degrees, afraid.
It is not surprising that we have
attempted to relieve our bitterness
and our fear by projecting them
outward upon other people. We
are all most afraid of being lost,
overlooked in the tremendous
drama of our time. It is not surprising that we should try to draw

attention to ourselves by shouting
at other people. We all want to be
Somebody in a world which is too
big for us. It is not surprising that
we should try, if we cannot rise
above our fellows, to pull them
down to our own level.
The eighth commandment ap·
plies to our personal lives, to our
social lives, to our political life,
to our writing, to theological disputes, to advertising, to every area
in which man expresses his
thoughts to man. It stands on an
equal footing with the fifth and
sixth commandments. The character assassin stands shoulder-to- •
shoulder with the mad-dog killer
and the rapist. The . fact that society does not exact the same
penalty is beside the point.
We all find it hard enough, these
days, to bear the heavy burden
of our self-contempt. Since we are
all in the same condemnation, it .,
would seem to be asking little
enough that we deal kindly with
each other.

High Priority Project

I

basic ingredient in modern
warfare is steel. The United
States gets about 82 per cent of
its domestic production of iron
ore from the Lake Superior district (northern Minnesota). The -.
reserves in this district were estimated in 1940 at two and a half
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billion tons. Production in a normal year runs around 6o million
tons. By a simple process of division, that gives us 42 years of production from 1940. So, by .1982
(31 years from now) the Lake
Superior ores should be gone.
When that happens, the United
States steel industry, which is concentrated along the Great Lakes,
will have to rely heavily upon
foreign supplies. There is such a
supply in Labrador. It could be
brought at relatively low expense
to the lake cities by ore boat if a
billion dollars' worth of dams and
~ lock s were constructed along the
St. Lawrence River between Ogdensburg, N. Y., and Montreal.
Canada is willing to put up a little
"- less than half the money if we will
put up the rest. The job would
take six years.
In addition to the ore problem,
• the seaway would provide electricity for industries in upstate New
York and in the Canadian provinces of Ontario and Quebec. It
would save expensive rail hauls
of imported goods from East Coast
..,. ports to Midwestern markets. It
would give Midwestern farmers
and industries direct, inexpensive
ocean connections with worldwide
markets. And it would give both
the United States and Canada port
facilities far inland from their ex., posed ocean shorelines.
What, then, is holding up the
project? There is active opposition
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from Atlantic and Gulf coastal
interests who fear a loss of trade
if the lake cities become ocean
ports. That is a valid and understandable objection. But the seaway is going to be built, whether
the United States chooses to go
along with the project or not. The
Canadians will build it and when
we come around to using it, as we
inevitably must someday, we will
have .to pay toll charges. So the
argument, while good, ignores
realities.
What is chiefly holding up the
project is apathy on the part of
the American people and the Congress. Everybody is so pre-occupied
with the necessities of the moment
that nobody is taking time to push
through legislation that involves
long-term planning. Meanwhile,
1982 comes a little bit closer every
day.

"Fumigate for Freedom"
UR office girl, whose familiarity
with greatness has bred a certain contempt for it, has presented
us with a calendar of gigantic dimensions put out by a pest control
outfit. The picture on the calendar
shows four bums lolling on the
beach in Florida and beneath the
picture are several lines of supposedly "catchy" advertising, only
one of which "catches" us. That
line, written with more succinct-

O
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ness than its author probably realized, reads "Fumigate for Free-.
dom."
We are not much given to slogans but here is one we might buy.
A year or so ago, we said that we
favored a periodic housecleaning
in government, just on general
principles. Our theory is that a
pork-barrel, in its very nature, attracts flies and that periodically
the flies ought to be chased ,away.
We feel that our stand has been
vindicated by what has recently
been brought out by the Kefauver
committee and by Senator Fulbright's subcommittee, to mention
only two of the most widely-publicized investigations.
Before we get to sounding like
a latter-day Pharisee, we will confess that the suspicions we feel
toward a long-time officeholder
arise out of an understanding of
some of the seamier sides of our
own nature. Even the mightiest
mountain, if exposed long enough
to the erosive action of water and
wind and frost, will at last be
worn down to a plain. Some
mountains will resist longer than
others but none can resist absolutely. And it is not in the nature
of man to receive flattery and importuning and the isolation that
goes with power without eroding
sooner or later.
A periodic fumigation, then, is
essential to the maintenance of
freedom. For that reason, the con-

stitutional amendment limiting
the president to two terms is a
step in the right direction, even
though its motivation was rather
tawdry. The next step should be
the formation of an honest-togoodness opposition party, perhaps
along the lines of Senator Mundt's
proposal for a merging of conservative Republicans with Southern Democrats. But neither step
will mean anything unless the
people get aroused enough to start
reclaiming the power which, little
by little, has been passing from
their hands into the hands of a
small group of professional politicians.

Good News
several years, we have reF ceived
periodic letters from a
OR

"

good friend in Decatur, Illinois,
who seems actually to believe that
the CRESSET is what we hope it
may someday become, a powerful
voice speaking the things that are ,honest and just and pure and
lovely and of good report to an
age that needs very badly to think
on these things. We have just had
one of these letters from him and
in this one he asks us whether
"there isn't something to tell about
the folks who are moving mountains," whether there is not at
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least "one individual who is lifting the hearts of people on a very
special problem, a soul doing a
job that would also lighten our
burden and encourage us to carry
on."
The answer is, of course, that
we could fill every issue of the
CRESSET for the next fifty years
with just such stories. The pietist
who sees in man nothing but a
predatory beast is as far from the
truth as the idealist with his myth
of the Noble Savage. All of us are
the beneficiaries of much kindness
from the moment of birth until
the hour of death. Dr. Panglos was
at least partially right. If this is
not the best of all possible worlds,
it is nevertheless a good world.
It is just because our world is
fundamentally a happy and a pleasant place that the unhappy and
the unpleasant things make news.
One doesn't have to read a newspaper or a magazine to see what
good men and women are doing.
One can see it next door or in his
own home. "One individual who
is lifting the hearts of people on
a very special problem" could very
well be one's own wife. "A soul
doing a job that would also lighten
our burden and encourage us to
carry on" could very well be the
friend who works at the next desk
or the pastor whose time belongs
to everyone except himself.
It is well to remember that in
days such as these. Without be-
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coming sloppily sentimental, we
might all take time to balance the
good against the evil, the sweet
against the bitter. Cynicism is no
more realistic than is unbounded
optimism. Both are escapes from
the facts of life and both are poor
grounds for action.

Black Markets
1fT HAS been interesting, the past
Jl. several months, to watch the
price-control agencies running
themselves ragged trying to devise
measures to cope with black markets. Interesting as the spectacle
has been, it has not, however, been
very inspiring. And it will not do
to heap abuse upon the head of
the black marketeer for he would
not be in business if there were
not a market willing and able to
deal with him and pay his price.
This price is only incidentally a
matter of dollars and cents. Into
every black market purchase goes
also a piece of the buyer's soul, a
share of the moral strength which
makes a free society possible, and
(where the buyer professes the
Faith) a denial of Christ. The
peculiar individualistic morality
which once permitted Americans
to get their hooch in speakeasies
and now permits them to buy

8
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scarce materials through contact
men may be justified to a pliable
conscience on the plea that "everybody is doing it" but even if everybody were (and they are not) it
would still be wrong.
People are going to get caught
trading on the black market and
when they do they are going to get
some pretty rough treatment. But
more people are not going to get
caught and many a person, confldent of his own luck, is going to
proceed on the hope that he will
be one of those who will escape
notice. We shall then be back to
where we have come in so much
of our morality, to a kind of admiration for the "smart operator"
and a contemptuous pilloring of
the dumb jerk who gets caught.
Such is the fruit of our universal,
free, and secular educational system.
It may take us a couple more
wars and a wholesale economic
collapse until we finally get around
to recognizing that the kind of
economic and political morality
which we are experiencing these
days and which H. V. Kaltenborn

calls the lowest he has seen in his
lifetime derives straight from our
homes and schools, in both of
which God is the victim of a
vicious conspiracy of silence. Even
Voltaire knew that if God did not
exist it would be necessary simply
for social stability and order to
invent Him. Our educational system is based upon the idea that,
although God does exist, it is
necessary in the sweet name of
tolerance to pretend that He does
not. Bully for tolerance but how
are you going to have any morality
without some kind of religious
sanction?
If every man has the right to
make his own morality, the bootlegger and the black-marketeer
and the Fascist and the Commissar
have as much right to do what
they do as we Boy Scouts have to
help old ladies across the street. "
And the only way we Boy Scouts
can prove that we are right is by
shooting those who say we are
wrong. That kind of morality is
a notch below the morality of the
barnyard.

It is quite possible to act nobly without being ruler of land or sea,
since even with moderate means a man may act in accordance with
Virtue.
-ARISTOTLE, BooK X, Chapter VIII
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PILGRIM
"All the trumpets sounded for him on. the
-PILGRIM'S PROGRESS
other side."
BY

0.

P.

K R E T Z M A N N

suddenly realizes the magnitude
of things undone .... Surely three
o'clock is not the best time of the
day for thought and meditation,
and yet-at this time the sun lies
longer and warmer on the floor
of the room, and the shadows beyond the window reach across the
street and up the walls of the
white houses. . . . Perhaps there
is a little parable here. . .. Sun
and shadow are inevitably a part
of three o'clock in the afternoon.
. . . I must see them both and
use them both . . . as God would
have them used . . . for thought
and a little learning and the long
peace which He alone can give ....
A few moments of my birthday
will be devoted, as they were this
morning, to a thoughtful conversation with Mark .... He has now
been in the world a little more
than four years and wanders
around the house like a chattering
magpie. . . . Somehow I like to
talk to him when no one else can
overhear. . . . There is a detachment and purity of heart about

3 p.m.
A hurried look at the calendar
this morning tells me that another
birthday is galloping over the
horizon.... The sudden recognition of this fact brings me up
short.. . . . If life were a single
day, this birthday would be, humanly speaking, about thre e
o'clock in the afternoon. . . . It
could, of course, be later ; but
normally, at this particular point
in life, I would have a few afternoon hours left before the shadows
fall and the good twilight comes
. . . clearly a time for reflection
and meditation. . . .
Three o'clock in the afternoon
is not a very good time of the day.
.. . Everyone seems to agree, a t
least in our time and age, that it
is an hour for refreshment of some
kind . . . there seems to be a
mid-afternoon sag. . . . The day
has been long and busy, and the
pressure of the few remaining
hours becomes greater. ... There
appears to be, too, a sharper awareness of time and work. . .. One
9

•

10

0

The CRESSET

his approach to life and living
which is good for anyone who has
reached 3 p.m. . .. This morning
he told me a story which he saw
on television yesterday . ... It was
a very simple story of good cowboys and bad cowboys. . . . For
the time being, at least, television
is encouraging him to see life in
terms of black and white. . . .
There are only good people and
bad people. . . . There are no
gray people. . . . From the dubiously superior wisdom of 3 p.m.
I listen with care and attention.
... Behind his words I hear something else-"out of the mouths of
babes" . . . I realize that he has
simplified life too much and that
I have complicated it too much.
. . . It is perfectly clear that the
truth lies somewhere between us.
. . . Life is neither as simple as
he has made it nor as complex
as I have made it. . . . What I
need at three o'clock in the afternoon is Mark's approach-but with
the additional remembrance of a
wise and patient voice: "Except
ye become as little children." . . .
Intellectually, it is much too late
for me to return to Mark; spiritually, I must go back to him if
I am to hear the breathing of the
Holy Spirit in the years after
3 p.m....
Mark grows tired of our conversation and returns to his soldiers and trucks .... My thoughts
begin to wander. . . . I suddenly

remember again that much of the
wisdom of life rests in the proper
approach to the recurring endings
and beginnings of time. . . . In
fact, the good handling of beginnings and endings is an amazing!)
important factor in our continu·
ing quest for wisdom and grace
and dignity and courage and
peace .... It is now three o'clock,
and I remember that I am so con·
stituted that I think of much of
life in terms of beginnings and
endings.... Of course, I am not
alone in that .... All of us speak
of milestones, remember birthdays, celebrate anniversaries. . . .
We divide our days into morning
and evening and hours. . . . We
must do that, of course, because
life and time change. . . . There
is nothing static about them .. ..
We never stand still. . . . As a
consequence there must be these
artificially created moments when
we suddenly become aware of the
fact that something old is past and
done and something new has begun. . . . At all other times we
may (and perhaps must) live under
the illusion of sameness as hour
follows hour and day comes after
day. . . . There must, however,
be these birthdays and anniversaries to bring us to thought and
to measure the way we have come
and peer into the veil that hangs
before us . . . .
Is it perhaps true that one legitimate and valid division of hu-
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manity would be between those
who see life and history continuously and forever in terms of endings and those who see them constantly in terms of beginnings? .. .
Perhaps that divides us more definitely than anything beyond the
great barrier of belief or unbelief.
. . . There are those who linger
regretfully among the ashes of the
past, and there are those who look
hopefully for a new and flaming
dawn no matter how dark the
night and how bitter the circumstances of the present. . . .
Perhaps it is more necessary for
me than ever before-now at three
o'clock in the afternoon-to remember that life under the cross
must be lived in terms of constant
beginning.... I must believe that
all experience is an arch where
through gleams that untraveled
world whose margin fades forever
and forever as I move. . . . This
is of the essence of wisdom. . . .
Wisdom is not found-not even
at three o'clock in the afternoonin inevitable proportion to the
number of facts I may have stored
in my head or the number of
books I have read. . . . Wisdom
lies in the proper ordering of all
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these things . . . in seeing life
steadily and seeing it whole . . .
in seeing the end from the beginning . . . in a constant striving
toward a goal which, please God,
I may never reach ... in walking
with God in the peace and the
power of those who have learned
what it means to walk with
Him. . . .
And so I am quite content that
it is now 3 p .m. . . . This hour
does not yet mark the end of a
day. . . . I must be aware of the
longer shadows and the warmer
sun, but I must also know that
both will come and go under the
kind wisdom of Him who never
tires of forgiving my blindness....
Three o'clock in the afternoon
is not a time for long speeches or
extended essays.... Let my wandering thoughts now be gathered
together and held up to the Light
that shone yesterday when I was
where Mark now is . . . that will
shine so long as the world endures
... upon altars everywhere, upon
my little life, upon the few hours
that remain.... It is a good and
great light, and I shall need it
more and more as the shadows
lengthen and the hour grows late.

\Vhat About
Planned Parenthood?
By SuE WI ENHORST

discussion last
P month ofBuLs'
the problem of con-

may seem strange that there should
be strong opposition, much of it
on moral and religious grounds,
to measures for restricting population growth. The Roman Catholic Church, particularly, has
strongly opposed not only the use
of artificial means to control births
but even the dissemination of information on contraception. For
many Protestants, also, the question of birth control has brought
problems of conscience. The
church has, of course, often opposed new theories (for example,
the Copernican theory, the theory
of antipodes, and the theory that
the earth is spherical) and based
its opposition on prejudice backed
by a misuse of Biblical quotations.
We have long recognized the
errors we committed relative to
the theories mentioned above, but
we are in danger of letting essentially the same thing occur in regard to birth control. My contribution to this problem (which has
almost innumerable social, eco-
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servation leads almost necessarily
into the problem of human population, for resource inventories
take on meaning only when they
are related to human needs. Obviously, the more people there are,
the greater the demand that is
made upon the earth's resources.
Practically all of the experts
agree that a major element in the
solution of the resource problem
is the limitation of human reproduction. The realization that
the population of the world has
doubled in the past years, and is
now increasing at the rate of ss.000 each day, is enough to give
anyone material for some sober
thinking, and the prospects for a
continuing rise at approximately
the same rate should make one
wonder whether even war, famine,
and pestilence will be able to exercise their classic checks upon population growth.
In the light n£ this situation, it
12
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nomic, strategic, and moral ramifications) is the exploration of the
morality of birth control or, to
call it by its more proper name,
"planned parenthood." ("Birth
'c ontrol" connotes an unwillingness to have any children at all
while "planned parenthood" implies a desire to have children but
to restrict family size for the benefit both of the parents and of the
children.) It is obvious that certain practises for restricting family
size are, in themselves, wrong, for
example, abortion and methods
and practises of contraception
which are physically or psychologically dangerous.
It should be said at the outset
that any practise that is based
upon selfishness is intrinsically
wrong. Where family size is restricted because the parents simply
do not want to be bothered with
children, there is sin. It is equally
true that there is sin where planned
parenthood is accepted without
consideration of the moral question involved. If it is assumed that
the practise of planned parenthood is not wrong in itself, there
remains still the question of
whether it is being followed for
positive moral reasons. That is a
question which every individual
must answer before his own conscience. We are concerned here
with whether the practise itself is
morally permissible.

13

Moral Objections
arguments that
A have thebeenmoraladvanced
against
MONG

planned parenthood, the following
are probably the most significant:
1. That the practise of planned
parenthood is a violation of the
divine injunction given by God
to Adam and Eve and repeated to
Noah and his children: "Be fruitful and multiply";
2. That the prevention of life
is the equivalent of the taking of
life and is, therefore, murder;
3· That planned parenthood is
a usurpation by the creature of the
role of the Creator;
4· That the prevention of conception is injurious to the health
of the body, which is the Temple
of the Holy Spirit;
5· That the motivation behind
planned parenthood is one of selfishness and that an act proceeding
from such a motivation is necessarily evil;
6. That the restriction of family
size might prevent the birth of
one for whom God intended great
things;
7, That God will regulate the
size of families without the necessity of resorting to planning;
8. That planned parenthood indicates a lack of faith in the Providence of a God Who knows what
His children need and is able to
supply their needs;
g. That the intention to pro-

14

The CRESSET

create is necessary to make intercourse morally good;
10. That in the Psalms the
"fruit of the womb" is expressly
called "the reward" of the Lord
and that restriction of family size
indicates lack of appreciation for
the blessings God would bestow
upon His children;
11. That artificial means of
planned parenthood are against
nature.
There are more arguments. I
have tried to list all that I have
encountered without prejudicing
the case by introducing any of the
easily-answered objections which
have, from time to time, been proposed by well meaning but uninformed critics of planned parenthood.

Answers to the Objections
immediate task, now, is to
O consider
each of these objecUR

tions and, if possible answer them.
But before we begin, it should be
pointed out that even if it should
be possible to answer each of the
objections, we would still not have
established the moral rightness of
planned parenthood. We would
simply have removed the moral
objections to it. Morality is a positive thing and cannot be established by the refutation of arguments against it. But first, let us
take up the objections individually.
1. The command to "be fruitful

and multiply" was spoken first at
a time when there were only two
human beings and again when
there were only eight. Furthermore, it is not essentially a command but a promise of blessing.
Moreover, this promise was given
also to the bestial creation. Besides, a married couple may practise planned parenthood and yet
"Be fruitful and multiply." Finally, the words, "Be fruitful and
multiply," if they are to be taken
as a command, must be read within the context of "and have
dominion over the earth," a command which may be negated where
population rises to the point that
it makes man a problem to himself.
2. The argument that the prevention of life is the equivalent
of the taking of life, and therefore
murder, seems fallacious to me
because the taking of life involves
killing that which is already in
existence or the separation of body
and soul. You can not take a life
that does not yet exist, nor can you
separate a body from a soul that
has not yet come into existence. t
Life begins with conception. Further, such an argument would
apply equally to the practise of
continence which is specifically endorsed by St. Paul.
3· The practise of planned
parenthood is no more a usurpation of the role of the Creator
than is celibacy. We may try to
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assume the status of God in this
area as well as in many others, but
to assume that we can attain such
a position would be to ascribe
more power to the creature than
it is possible for him to have.
4· If contraceptive devices were
injurious to the body it would indeed be a sin to use them, for the
body is the Temple of the Holy
Spirit. Therefore we are not to
disdain or misuse the body. Medical opinion seems to agree that
contraception involves no harm to
the body or to the mind unless
methods are used which are in
themselves dangerous. We have
already discarded such methods
from our consideration of the
problem. It is general knowledge
that those methods prescribed by
competent physicians are not
· harmful to the body in any way.
5· It is true that any act proceeding from a selfish motive is
sinful. Yet we all know that everything that we do is, in the absolute
sense, selfish and therefore sinful.
Planned parenthood, in the objective sense, need be no more
selfish than many other acts considered to be good. It is only on
the personal level that selfishness
enters in as the primary reason
for the limitation of the size of
the family. We can not answer
here for those whose motives are
'-~
on this level.
6. One can find many examples
of great men who were born late
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into large families, for example,
John Wesley who was a tenth
child, but there are also many
examples of illustrious men who
were only children or among the
firstborn in their families. The
plans of God are not so easily overthrown by the schemes of men as
the people who raise this objection
would lead one to believe. Those
men for whom God intends great
things will be born when and
where God chooses. This objection
is made even more doubtful by
statistical records in which we find
that both the infant and the maternal mortality rate rise with the
rise in the number of children
after the second in a family. The
tenth child has less chance of
living or even being born than
does the second, less of being
brilliant.
7· As in many other fields, so
in that of planned parenthood,
God deals with us as rational creatures, not as beasts of the field.
He expects us to act in accordance
with the gift of a rational mind.
God regulates the size of oy.r families in much the same way that He
usually provides us with food.
There is the story of the man who
buys land, and then sits down
expecting God to sow, tend, and
harvest the crops. Of course, He
will not. We must use our Godgiven powers in order to eat. I
do not believe that God expects us
to try to have as many children
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as possible and then sit back and
let Him in some direct way limit
the number of children that we
actually have. God cares directly
for the beasts and the number of
young which they bear is limited
in various ways, but man has been
given a rational mind, and he
must use it to do, as best he can,
that which God would have him
do. Again this places the responsibility upon the individual. Each
man, after prayer and thought,
must do that which he believes to
be best.
8. A lack of faith in the Providence of God is not necessarily
indicated by the practise of family
limitation. God works through
human agencies, and expects us to
use our moral judgment both in
the matter of the number of children that we can support adequately and in the matter of the
time intervening between births.
It is when couples refuse to bring
children into a world of uncertain
circumstances such as the one in
which we are now living, because
they are fearful of the future, that
they indicate a lack of faith in the
Providence of God. There can be
no doubt that a live mother is
better than a dead one, and a
healthy mother is more capable
than a weakened one. A small
wholesome family would be better
than a warped large one.
9· Procreation is the primary
purpose of the marital relation-

ship, and the willingness and intent to have children give the institution of marriage validity.
Nevertheless, to say that the intent
to procreate is necessary to make
intercourse morally good is an
exaggeration. Such a view makes
the marital relationship a purely
biological function. Ten per cent
of the marriages in the United
States are involuntarily childless,
that is, sterile. What of these
people? No church has refused to
recognize the right of such people
to continue in the married state,
nor do they deny the right of
intercourse to couples who are
expecting a child or to couples
who have passed the age at which
conception is possible. Procreation
is not the only purpose of intercourse. Sexual desire and gratification, like physical hunger and
food, or the desire to sleep and
the opportunity to rest, are the
gift of God. (If nature is left to
take its course intercourse results
in pregnancy only about one time
in twenty-five.) Like all the gifts
of God, however', this desire and
the opportunity for its gratification should be enjoyed without
abuse. Otto Piper in his book,
The Christian Interpretation of
Sex, states that the marriage relationship, and more specifically
coitus, should be a spiritual union.
It is in this experience that each
person comes to the full realization of the meaning of his or her

'
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nature, and understands, to the The Moral Basis
greatest possible degree, the mean- THESE would be my answers to
ing of the other sex. Marriage and
the moral objections to
the physical side of marriage, in planned parenthood. But if these
particular, take on a fuller and answers are valid, we have merely
more beautiful meaning than the made the subject morally neutral
function of mere mating can proand have yet to finish our task of
vide. It is a beautiful and sacred
relationship, and is good in itself inquiring as to whether the pracapart from the intent to procreate tise is desirable.
Any thought on moral issues on
in each individual instance. God
the
part of the Christian must be
made Eve for Adam as a help meet
made
within the context of Chrisand companion, for He said, "It
tian
belief.
Yet Christ gives us no
is not good that man should be
alone." There is here no reference so-called ethic but merely the
to a reproductive function in the broadest of principles within
relationship of the man and the which to think and the mind with
woman, although later it is made which to use these principles. It
evident that they would "be fruit- remains for thinking Christians of
each age and for each individual
ful and multiply."
Christian to come to terms with
10. Children are, indeed, a reward of the Lord. But, like all of the moral issues of his age. In any
the good things of life which we question of morality we, as Chrisreceive as blessing from God (as, tians, must be governed by the
for example, wine and food), chil- law of love. In determining modren are a responsibility as well as rality at any given moment the
a blessing. One may misuse the law of love must be applied within
gifts of God. We are not expected the context of the patterns of conto consume unlimited quantities temporary civilization. Restriction
of wine because it is a gift of God in family size was not advisable in
nor are we expected to procreate the time of Adam or Noah nor
recklessly because children are a at other times in history in which
man was not yet replenishing the
reward of the Lord.
earth and subduing it. However,
11. Artificial means of planned
parenthood are no more against we are faced today with situations
nature than is cutting the finger- unique in the history of man. Let
nails or the hair, or any of the us view these problems and see if
innumerable ways in which we we can find here the answer for
interfere to control and direct the which we have been searching.
Never before in the history of
forces of nature.
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man has such a preponderance of
the surface of the earth been occupied by so many people, and
occupied in many places to the
extent that maximum productivity
will not sustain the anticipated
population as predicted by current birth and mortality rates. We
can no longer cure the stresses of
over-population by moving into
frontier regions. We must, therefore, adjust the direction of our
life to our present physical frontiers and the resources contained
therein. There is danger in forcing
production to full capacity year
after year, in order to sustain the
existing populace, for in the course
of time resources will dwindle and
famine will erase the excess population (even if there were no rise
in the total population through a
balance in the birth and death
rates). This sort of disaster may
be taken as a visitation of God, as
it may well be, but I believe that
God expects us to so manage our
affairs that such drastic "natural"
methods are unnecessary.
Another factor that must be
taken into consideration when we
consider the need for limiting the
population through the limitation
of the size of the family is the
changes which have affected family
life since the Industrial Revolution. The Western world, at least,
has changed economically from an
agricultural and rural to an industrial and urban type of life. AI-

most everyone is aware of the
significance of this change for the
family: the phenomenon of apartment living, the lack of space for
children to play, the street corner
rather than the home as a center
of recreation, the increasing tendency for children to become economic liabilities rather than assets,
the transfer of family functions
outside of the home with the consequent loosening of family ties,
and the fact that father and sometimes mother are away from the
home and the family for long portions of the day. It is difficult to
provide the environment necessary for rearing healthy, happy,
well-educated children. The child
whom we are intending to bring
into the world must be considered.
I would not indulge fears for the
future which we referred to above
as indicating a lack of faith in the
Providence of God, but certainly
the number of children that can
be accommodated in an apartment
or in urban conditions is more
limited than the number that
could be cared for adequately m
a rural environment.
The medical developments of
the past few decades also contribute a significant factor to the
consideration of planned parenthood. It is no longer true as it was
200 years ago that fifty per cent
of the children brought into the
world die in infancy or early childhood. The maternal mortality rate

,
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has also declined considerably
since the beginning of the twentieth century. Thus family size is
not restricted "naturally" by the
deaths of mothers and children.
Further, there is an increase in the
number of the aged. Children have
ceased to be merely replacements
in the world population. They are
instead additions to it, and they
contribute a considerable additional burden, for, like the aged,
they are unable to contribute to
their support. Both groups must
be cared and provided for by the
still healthy and vigorous middle
group. We no longer have the
problem of replenishing and subduing the earth.
The amount of parental and
social preparation required by the
child of today in order to be
equipped to meet the challenging
life situations in our complex civilized world also poses a problem
in regard to the number of children who can be trained adequately. Parents must provide a child
with education, social training,
moral training, and religious indoctrination. Marriages take place
much earlier in rural and primitive societies than in the industrial
society simply because the child
is able to learn in a relatively
short time the practises and attitudes required of the adult. It is
not only the amount of training
that the child needs that must be
taken into consideration, but also
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the fact that this training requires
that there be an extension of the
period of time during which the
child is completely or partially dependent upon the parent for support and guidance. The complexity of life today has imposed upon
us a grave responsibility. For it
is all too simple to lose the moral,
social, and religious consciousness
necessary to a responsible life in
a society in which it is so difficult
to see the direct results of neglect
or misdeeds. The lack of responsibility in the modern corporation
is one example. Therefore we must
develop in our children not only
the sense of right and wrong, and
the feeling that it is their duty to
follow the right, but we must also
train them in the intracacies of
following through in thought and
action to see the many implications of their acts. This is a difficult task, even for an adult, but
it is the problem with which
young people are faced. It is the
duty of the parent to guide the
child to a responsible and intelligent adulthood. All of this requires more training and care on
the part of the parents and the
total time required for training
has also increased with the Increasing complexity of life.

Family Change
problem is highlighted by
the modern concentration on
child psychology and on psycholo-

T
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gy in general. With the reduction through her parents giving her the
of economic functions taking place education or by earning her way
in the family there has been an through school, or with scholarincreased demand that the family ships and the like. The women of
and the married couple be a happy today not only have the training
and "well-adjusted" unit. Witness and ability, but· attitudes have
the fact that the choice of mates changed to such an extent that
is coming to be based increasingly they are now in a position to work
on personality factors rather than outside the home without being
on the economic considerations of looked at askance by society. This
ability to work, produce money has not only resulted in an aband food, and to bear and rear solute rise in the position of womchildren. The economic ties of the en in this particular area but it
rural family were strong ones, but has also freed them from the ·ecothey do not exist for the most part nomic and social necessity of marfor the urban family of today. riage. There are women who have
These ties must be replaced if the such talents and training that
family is to remain the funda- they can not be ignored by society.
mental unit of society and an in- Today the demand upon the
stitution in our country. Most of talented and trained woman is esus are happy to see that the family sentially the same as those made
ties of affection and love have re- upon a man of equal competence.
placed economic necessity, but The status of the married woman
nevertheless this replacement has also changed. We noted above
places a grave responsibility on that many of the economic functions of the family have been
the married couple as parents.
With the economic and social transferred to outside agencies.
changes following the Industrial This is also true to a certain exRevolution, there has been a tent of recreational and educamarked change in the status of tional functions of the mother.
women in general, and in married This results in an increased
women and mothers. Until re- amount of free time on the part
cently none but the highest classes of the childless wife or the mother
could or did allow women to have whose children are of school age.
the training and status to do much It is true that there are many
outside the home. However today functions of training and educaalmost any girl with talent or tion that must be carried on by
ability is able to acquire some the mother but these by no means
form of training to enable her to take up the greater part of the
work outside of the home, whether day when children have advanced
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to the age at which they attend
school. One facet of this problem
is that the wife has become not
just cook and housekeeper but a
companion and an aid to her husband. The wife of a professional
man often plays an important role
in his life both personal and professional. There are instances
where these duties on the part
of the wife are so important as
to make the couple consider seriously the effects of having a family
of unlimited size, especially if the
work of the husband is of a very
high and useful type. In this case
the aims and goals of the husband
become those of the wife, and she
is in part responsible for his success or failure. Therefore the wife
cannot be judged merely in the
light of the amount of time or
position that she may seem to
have but in the light of the need
to further the work of her husband. This is only to bring out
one of the implications of the
change in the status of the wife
and mother. Women do have a
contribution to make, and married
or not, if this contribution is of
such a type that she will benefit
other people this must be at least
one consideration in the matter of
the number of children which she
is to bear. For despite other
changes the woman must still carry
and bear children, and it is her
responsibility to care for them,
nurture them, and train them so
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that they too can become useful
men and women. Let me add once
more that the preceding paragraph
applies only to the limitation of
the family. I believe that any
woman who has exceptional gifts
will be able to c~re adequately
for a small or average family, and
in fact will profit by the experience.
It is obvious that all of the
changes in society have not been
reviewed nor have all facets of
modern society been brought to
light in reference to the problem
under discussion. However I have
tried to choose the most significant areas of change and those
areas which I feel have the most
influence in any discussion of the
moral nature of planned parenthood. There are, perhaps, others,
but I hope that the ones presented
above will suffice to bring the
problem into focus and to help
us come to some sort of conclusion. Planned parenthood if viewed
objectively, apart from personalities, would seem to have more in
favor of it than against it. This
is not only true in view of the
situations reviewed above but from
the point of view that was brought
out in our attempt to answer the
objections to the practise. There
we stated that God works through

human agencies, and expects us
to use our rational minds, always
illumined by His Word. Each person must apply his intelligence to
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the circumstances of his own times
in order to determine the moral
demands of the law of love. I
think that this is true, not only
as an answer to an objection but
as a positive statement in favor
of planned parenthood.
Finally, it must again be emphasized that the morality of the
practise in any given case is determined by the motivation of the
people who have adopted it. We
can offer some suggestions, as we
have, as to the abstract good or
bad in the practise, but it is for
each individual to decide why he

wishes to restrict the size of his
family, and whether, in the light
of the law of love, his motives are
acceptable so far as he is able to
free himself of selfish and sinful
motives which are inherent within
him. This is always a most difficult task. Its gravity eliminates
all the thoughtless, selfish and evil
approaches to "birth control"
which have disturbed thoughtful
Christian minds. The world may
be guided by expedience and the
love of ease; the Christian will
not be guided by expediency but
by love directed by the Word.

You have seen, it may be, an antique Italian painted window, with
the bright Italian sunshine glowing through it. It is the special
excellence of pictured glass that the light which falls merely on the
outside of other pictures is here interfused throughout the work,
illuminating the design and investing it with a living radiance. . . .
Christian faith is a grand cathedral with divinely pictured windows.
Standing without, you see no glory nor can possibly imagine any.
Nothing is visible but the merest outline of dusky shapes. Standing
within, all is clear and defined, every ray of light reveals an army of
unspeakable splendours.
-JOHN RusKIN

,..

Woman, Mothe:r,
Wife, Citizen
By Ross P.

ScHERER

did our first father,
Adam, suspect what a feeling
of drowsiness on an afternoon
long, long ago would lead to. But
during that sleep and from his
rib the Creator fashioned a creature whom history, at different
times, has seen fit to credit with
the power to bless or to curse, to
charm or to enrage, to rule or to
submit. Now, as in times past,
woman never ceases to be a source
of perplexity and unpredictability
to her male companion of the race.
But if woman is an enigma to her
helpmeet, she seems more and
more to be an uncertain creature
to herself, also.
Never before in history does it
seem that woman has had less in
the way of traditionally tried and
proved behavior to work with, to
fall back upon in trying to fill her
dual roles of wife and mother.
There is growing evidence that
her attempts to fill these roles result in a great deal of conflict and
indecision. The conflict and m-
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decision are necessarily products
of the sundered society in which
she must play her roles and also
further cause of anxiety within
her own family and her social
world.
We are concerned primarily, in
this article, with spotlighting the
areas of indecision and tension.
Whether they will ultimately be
resolved to the benefit both of
women and of society only a collective society can finally determine. And our primary concern
will be not so much with "woman"
in general but with the middleclass woman who, typically, attends college, works at a career for
a time, and then settles down to a
rather conservative yet communityminded marriage and family life.
We choose the middle-class woman
because the middle-class family appears to be setting the pace for
the family of tomorrow. Typically
it is the family of the suburb and
small city, of the proprietor and
professional man, of the church
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and community institutions. As
opposed to the patriarchy of the
lower class family on the one hand
and to the hereditariness and formality of the upper class family
on the other, the middle-class
family would seem to be more
democratic, more genuine, and
more adaptive. Hence it would be
safe to say that it wields influence
out of proportion to its numbers
in providing society at large with
a future standard of social, moral,
and religious integration.
Historically, in such a family,
the position of woman has been
an ascribed one-that is, a position
which, at birth, automatically determines for the individual female
a pattern of rights and obligations
solely by virtue of her sex. Today,
the trend is for woman to be
treated as "person" first and foremost and "woman" second. While
the present generation of womanhood may have a valid complaint
here, woman has always been, to
some extent, a prisoner of anatomy. She is forever rooted to her
biological function of childbearing, although this may gain her
prestige in some cultures and scorn
in others. The anthropologists
have certainly demonstrated the
great variation in rights and obligations which have grown out of
woman's anatomical distinctiveness. While she may live a life
of settled domesticity and childrearing in some societies, in others

she may, aside from childbearing,
devote herself to a life of economic activity and government.
Hence there is no inevitability
within sex itself that determines
how woman shall play her role.
On the other hand, woman has
always been able, to some extent,
to exploit her very limitationher sex-to some advantage. By
fulfilling her duty in her ascribed
role to her utmost, she has been
able to win the esteem and sympathy of man and hence to achieve
a great deal beyond her fixed
status. The shrewdness of a sensitive woman in knowing when and
how to supplement her husband's
weaknesses to his advantage has
long been recognized-at least by
society if not by individual hus
bands. The half-century just past
has certainly seen impressive
achievement on the part of womanhood in gaining an ever-growing
equality of treatment and recognition with men. Woman has been
less and less content to confine her
alloted role to the traditional
"Kinder, Kirche, und Kueche."
During these years, many women have been the first in their
parents' family ever to attend college. As a result, habits and customs developed through generations have been uprooted and rendered inadequate in the short space
of four years. With such a rapid
assimilation of democratic social
and cultural ideals, it is no won-
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der that a new type of middle-class
family is evolving, a family in
which companionship and informality based upon an adaptive
world outlook are stressed. However, as individual women are
caught within this transition, they
are faced with mutually contradictory expectations of how they
shall behave from representatives
of both the old way of life and
of the new. She finds the older
generation offering her cautions
in certain situations which, if followed, would only aggravate her
conflicts and anxieties. She finds
discontinuities, therefore, in the
training and conditioning proffered by her mentors. This will
become clear by illustration from
the following analysis. The middleclass woman today is beset by
ambiguity and indecision as to
how she should play her role as
wife-helpmeet and also as mother.
And although her mother role
may contain much anxiety, present
sociological research indicates that
the role of wife is the major area
of conflict.
Woman's conflict in the role of
wife begins to appear during
adolescence when the duty to
adopt, at least partially, the attitudes of a mature woman is impressed upon her. The young girl
begins to dream, even if somewhat
fallaciously, of "Daddy and me,
And baby makes three, In my blue
heaven!" On the one hand, she
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is confronted with the desirable
pattern of wife and mother; on
the other hand, with an equally
glorified pattern of a career. And
with the uncertainty attendant
upon catching a mate, the career
pattern has a special attraction as
a form of social "insurance."
This conflict between alternatives is heightened in the college
girl. Even though a college girl
may wish ultimately to be married
(and actually manage to do so),
the trend is for about seventy to
eighty per cent of today's college
women to work at least for a time
before marriage. This discontinuity, this temporary detouring of
energies, is not without effect in
the total pattern of woman's behavior in society. Mirra Komarovsky has marshalled evidence to
show that the college girl is torn
between developing attitudes
which would favor the domestic,
feminine role and other attitudes
which appear more compatible
with the modern career-girl pattern. Dad tells daughter to buckle
down and justify his expenditure
by getting high grades. Mother
writes and warns that all work
and no play makes Jane a smart
but lonely girl, matrimonially
speaking. On the one hand, her
academic major which will normally eventuate in a career makes
her tend toward dominance, aggressiveness and efficiency. On the
other hand, the Boy Friend and
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the future he symbolizes cautions
her to play up sex, femininity, dependence, and ignorance-even if
only feigned or simulated. The
result is that in trying to please
several parties at once, our heroine
pleases none. Of course it is possible that our college girl may be
mistaken in assuming that the Boy
Friend looks askance at her intellectual endeavors. Evidence, at
least, seems to point to the contrary. Not all girls simulate such
stupidity, however, and those who
do probably do so only on occasion.
A footnote here on the curriculum of the college girl. Since the
college girl cannot know with
certainty which role she should
look forward to, whether the domestic or the career role, she must
also necessarily be torn between
choices of courses and of a rna jor
field leading to her degree. There
are courses and fields which prepare directly or indirectly for a
career typically dominated by
women (nursing, social work, deaconess work, elementary teaching)
and which, while also related to
the home, have a standing in their
own right. There are other courses
and fields in newer areas such as
home economics which are more
directly related to marriage. The
college woman doesn't want to
reveal her hand too directly
through "home ec" courses to the
effect that she is after a man but

neither does she want to become
too involved in strictly "career"
subjects which would appear to
be complete wastes of time if she
did get married.
Assuming that our heroine has
been graduated from alma mater
and has worked for a time . as a
professional man's secretary or in
some other worthwhile work, we
now find her married. Many women will, of course, find career work
too inviting or will, for some other
reason, never marry. These women
will adopt a rational foundation
for a lifetime of service in some
field, finding some positive way of
justifying their choice to God and
to humanity. But of those who
marry, the middle-class woman
may find, during the early years
of marriage, some difficulty in
reconciling her role of daughter
in her old family of orientation
with her new role of wife and
mother in the new family of procreation. Komarovsky reports evidence to the effect that girls as a
whole are kept tied to home and
parents for a longer time and in
a stronger manner than are boys.
A daughter is not expected to be
independent and earn her own
money as her brother does, but
the contrary is encouraged. Her
emancipation is retarded for what
her parents consider good reasons.
She has less opportunity for independent action and may be encouraged to attend a local or less
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remote college than her brother's. from his family of orientation is
She has less personal privacy and generally more complete, he is
even her boy friend becomes a more free to adjust to the new
family concern. She is held to a relation and, thus, there is a
more exacting filial code than is greater possibility of misunderher brother. All this is done by standing between the husband and
the older generation to insure his "in-laws" than between the
daughter a firm and satisfactory wife and hers. It is interesting to
marriage later on, for they know note that many primitive tribes
that, to a woman, marriage means observe strict taboos of silence beher eventual and permanent tween the husband and his wife's
"Beruf" or position in society. parents, especially the mother.
Marriage to a man, while imporAs we said before, most young
tant, is not the establishment of women work for a time before
a "Beruf" in such a complete they marry and "settle down." It
sense .
is therefore understandable that
This encouraging of daughter some such wives may, in time, benot to cut the home ties too quick- come slightly bored and dissatisly has, then, the unintended effect fied with the unglamorous duties
of hindering her adjustments to of cooking, cleaning, and keeping
the role of wife in her new family house. Such wives, though they
after marriage. She remembers the may be few, may seek to resume
chiding words of her college soci- an interrupted career. The Roper
ology texts which stressed "maturi- Fortune polls indicate that a goodty" which could only be reached ly proportion of women in all
through "independence" and classes feel that they can find time
"emancipation" from the parental to work at least part time. Their
ties. This is the middle-class family husbands, however, have visions
ideal, according to Margaret Mead. of coming home after a hard day
As a consequence, woman in the at the office or elsewhere to a little
role of daughter feels guilty for woman who has been staying at
devoting herself wholeheartedly to home to serve as a source of comher new role of wife and for leav- fort and relaxation for them. But
ing her parents in the lurch. And when the wife works too and has
in the role of wife, she feels con- a good share of the same sort of
flict if she does some filial act for cares, the possibility of tension
her parents. Happily, in most rises when she trips in the door
cases, conflict is probably not in- shortly behind her husband.
evitable. But the possibility is
If, however, the wife does not
there. Because the break of a son choose to resume her career and
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if the children are grown and
fairly responsible, she may feel a
lack of justification for staying
at home. With the world going
to pot and with her husband complaining about higher taxes and
the sorry state of world affairs,
she may feel somewhat inadequate
unless she undertakes more duties
than those of a housewife. At this
stage, she may develop an everincreasing interest in community
and charitable affairs, playing
what Talcott Parsons calls the
"community welfare" role. This
particular resolution of conflict
appears satisfactory and worth
while, both to her husband and to
the community. A parallel but
somewhat different path Is the
development of what Parsons calls
the "good companion" role by
means of the cultivation of an
interest in arts and letters and
the savoir-faire of the parlor. Such
lacks of continuity which do not
lead comfortably from one level
of usefulness to another are not
typical of all societies but are
typical of our own.
In the early days of our country, when the home and family
were the economic unit of production, woman had a more important role as wife and manager
and could never afford to feel dispensable. Today, however, with
the middle-class male absorbed
more and more in his tiny specialized corner, it would appear to be

a _happy development that woman
is taking the lead in developing
progressive human relations in society. Despite the ridicule that has
been heaped upon Eleanor Roosevelt, she has developed the "community welfare" role to a high
degree.
One word more on the role of
woman as mother within the
family. As opposed to the lower
class mother, the middle class
mother has fewer children, more
time and conveniences with which
to do her housework, and less time
from her husband to assist in rearing the children. In contrast to
the upper class woman, she has
the actual responsibility of the
rearing, a responsibility which for
financial and moral reasons cannot
be delegated to a tutor or a governess.
Typically, the middle class
mother is optimistic and ambitious
for her children. She follows the
latest trends in child psychology
and mental hygiene. Yet her very
desire to be "scientific" may engender in her a certain anxiety
over whether she is doing the right
thing. If she overindulges the
child, she must beware lest he
become "spoiled" or "overprotected." If she restrains herself and
does not give the amount of
mother love she feels she ought,
she must be on the lookout for
an "insecure," "aggressive" child.
With her husband gone all day

.
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at the "office," she may feel a little
disconsolate. With the props of
the primary community, the kinship system, and a stable society
gone, it is no wonder that she
occasionally gets anxious over her
responsibility to the children and
feels the need to talk things over
with the children's father. The
recent shift m emphasis from
"juvenile" to "parental" delinquency seems a bit hackneyed in
the light of today's far-reaching
community disorganization. A
more apt phrase would be "community delinquency."
If our survey of the contemporary middle class woman's role
seems a little pessimistic, this is
so only because of the complexity
of the contemporary drama of life
in which she must play her part.
As far as the conflict between
adapting to a career pattern or
domestic pattern while in college
is concerned, it would seem wise
for college counselors to bear the
possibility of this danger in mind
and help in solving it. In marriage, there would seem to be no
need for a strict distinction between the role of woman as housekeeper and her role as good companion to her husband.
Simply because a woman in our
culture has the major duty of
childrearing, it need not be supposed that she vacates her role as
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citizen, voter, or reader of the
daily paper. Her difference in
orientation from men would seem
to be becoming more and more
one of degree rather than of kind
in the middle class family. This
is the "companionship" ideal of
which Ernest Burgess has written
so glowingly. With such an ideal,
a woman who gives up a "career"
for the sake of marriage should
not find the leap too great toward
participation in a common sharing of property, in family management and decisions, and the like.
On the other hand, there is no
reason why the middle class husband should not participate more
in the childrearing process, though
with the world in tl1e mess that
it is in today that may seem an
idle dream.
The great "woman'' movement
of the past few years is said to
have as its aim not so much the
actual freeing of woman from
household duties for work outside
the home as the recognition ·of
woman's status and worth in the
domestic role. Margaret Mead says
that men need not worry that the
sex roles will be reversed anytime
soon, for she maintains that the
arranging of the shared living
within the home is what keeps the
middle class woman tied to her
home, no matter how free from
"drudgery" science can make her.

Absentee Fathers
By

OLIVER

E.

GRAEBNER

Industrialization and urbanization have meant a considerable change in
the place of th e father in th e home. The professional man, especially, finds
that he must give up much of his home life if he would really achieve in
his field and the price that he pays is, of necessity, shared by his family .
Out of this situation, perhaps an irreconcilable situation, arises the "absentee
father."
I do not propose to offer any solution for the problem. I believe that a
man cannot aspire to outstanding service to church, school, country, community, and make really significant contributions without paying the price
of absenteeism from fam ily. It is possible, however, to offset the problem
partially by careful planning and by cooperation on the part of a sympathetic
wife. But gaps there will be nevertheless. It is the price of being a famous
fath er, of being children of a famous fath er.

we can include at least
four classes of men under the
heading of "absentee fathers. "
First, there are those who are away
from wife and children because of
the war. In a special group are
the families of Army and Navy
officers, who move and get settled
and move again. Not uncommon
is the experience of officer Jay
whose children have attended
twenty schools in sixteen years.
There the father's absence is due
to the call of duty, and suit-case
wife and hand-bag off-spring have
at least the satisfaction that they
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are contributing to the national
mobilization program.
Then there are the fathers who
are never home with their families; they are always on the go.
Theirs is a kind of nervous irresponsibility, for by their absence
they avoid home responsibilities.
They come close to being thorough-going materialists, whose
lives are bound to the earth, who
make Browning's "groundlings"
shudder and turn crimson for
shame.
Our discussion here is concerned
with two other classes rather than
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with the military man and with
the selfish pig. As we think of the
"Absentee Father" we dwell upon
a) those who spend much time
at home, but who are employed
with business matters and with
personal plans and studies, and
b) those who are away, removed
from house and family much of
the time on business. In the first
group we include students trying
to finish college while surrounded
by a young family, or a postgrad
slaving to complete his Master's
or Doctor's degree. In the second
group we consider the professional
man in business, in public service,
or in community life, who must
of necessity live many hours in an
office or on the road or in hotels,
and whose children get only a
fleeting glimpse of him on weekends, or turn a bleary eye when
Dad comes home late at night and
makes one last check on blankets
as they stir in bed .
The professional man-doctor,
lawyer, clergyman, business exe.cutive, highly trained technicianthese carry a great burden of responsibility and a work-day full
of work, and the professional man's
family carries a burden all their
own. "Daddy's not coming home
tonight for supper." "Where IS
he?" "He is attending a meeting,
he's away again on one of those
trips. Where did he go? Let's see,
was it to Minneapolis or Atlantic
City? Those conventions just hap-
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pen and we know he feels he must
go since he's on the executive
committee. He will be home again
Friday night. I will try to help
you with your arithmetic, Charles,
if James will take care of Joan."
Then there is builder Howard.
We visit with him at his home to
talk over plans for a new house.
He knows that's our weakness and
he gives us time, much time in
the evenings. His little ones must
stay with mother, passing the evening hour glued to television while
we talk in the next room about
foundation depths and plumbing
restrictions. Seven o'clock comes.
Eight o'clock. Into our conference
room march pajama'd kids, "Goodnight, Daddy" and the response,
"Good-night, run along now and
say your prayers and go right to
sleep. Don't call because we have
much work to do." Once a week
would not be serious, but Howard
spends most of his nights in conference or at his drawing board.
What shall be done about it?
At what price do we make progress? What in the long run makes
sense? Where shall a man draw a
line on his time? It isn't easy to
decide.
Chuck is a grand person. He
has his own ornamental iron works
and business is going well. Years
ago we talked about this absentee
problem and he summed it up this
way: "I had a chance to go to
Tech night-school and earn a de-
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gree. But I waited a while and
watched a friend who signed up.
And what did he do? He worked
every night for six years, while
his kids grew up under his knees;
he studied and slaved night after
night. I thought to myself,
'Chucky, that's not for you.' Let
the kids grow up without a father
except to see him dash out to
work in the morning and crawl
back home at night after a long
late session at night school?-Nol"
Across this happy land of ours
(and we claim that it is still proper
to describe it as "happy," thank
God) there is a great number of
these absentee fathers. Some have
struggled valiantly and yet made
scant noticeable progress. Others,
a few, have scaled the heights and
hold positions of trust and influence. Which life shall it be and
what is the cost?
Ever and again one meets a
household where father has burned
the midnight oil to achieve, to
cram his head with needed facts,
to forsake the social calendar and
dinner parties for a decade so that
he might be prepared for a bigger
job in time. Our heart goes out
to his wife and children who,
cramped in close quarters, must
keep their voices low and save the
pennies-because-"Daddy's studying."
It would be comfortable were
our life's plan unfolded before us,
as the owner of a field may gaze

across his earthly domain and see
the fence to insure an end-goal of
labor. Then perhaps we could tell
if the absence from comfortable
firesides with loved ones would
pay off. "But," we hear you saying, "that's not the picture I have
in mind. My job forces me to be
away from home a great share of
the day and evening. My clients
are home in the evening and then
I must be on the job. I can't order
my life as I please.''
Some few have achieved the
delicate balance between time-consuming career and devoted fatherhood. It could happen still today
that children scarce may come to
father except with certain urgent
needs and except with mother's intervention and insistence, "You'll
just have to spend some time with
the children." Not so long ago
children dared not invade the
privacy of Dad's workshop or
study, for he was so engrossed in
his work they could not interfere.
They never really learned to kno"
him.
If "absent" fathers would, they
might do well by children and
themselves if they arranged time
and energy to be with wife and
sons and daughters at times when
it counts. Helen's husband is up
to his ears in biological research.
He fairly eats it day and night.
With pressure from industry he
works whole days and evenings
without let-up. But when he rests,
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he relaxes with his sons and daughters.
Then there is Uncle Timothy.
Long years he's worked at his profession and men seem to count on
him. Throughout the school-year
his family sees little of him except
at breakfast and at supper time.
It is generally understood, "Father
has work to do and he is not to
be disturbed." But when the summer comes, off they go to some
quiet spot where he can leave the
desk and telephones and secretaries
and just spend hours and days in
catching up with his growing children.
If it is true that "every boy
needs a father" is it less necessary
' for a daughter? Somewhere along
life's rapid stream time must be
found for family or there will be
gaps, gaps in child education and
gaps in parent education.
Shall we pass judgment upon
Chuck, the iron-worker? Far be it!
He's satisfied with life; he is the
best iron-worker in town. His wife
and children are a credit to any
man; long ago they joined him in
building solidly in church and
community. His life is rich and
full, though he has not been an
absentee father.
And still we know the ways of
life are strange and full of mystery.
To each the Maker opposes some
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opportumt1es that involve sacrifice; to each a mind is given to
weigh and decide. And in man's
breast there surges like a bubbling
spring of water an unrest and dissatisfaction which drives some men
on to achieve and again to rise
and set new sights and to push
on.
This much we are sure, there
must be some absentee fathers.
Let them face their lives in utter
candor and together with their
wives plan to safeguard the privacy
of their lives and the sanctity of
their children's. Let them plan
well to fill in the gaps which must
occur when Dad is gone from
home many hours or when his
work places him beyond communication with his children. Happy
and fortunate the man whose wife
unites her fortunes with his in
cheerful harmony. Chuck and
Irene did. But Sam and May do
likewise, and they are professionals.
This is our plea-be sure you
see it clearly as you plan your
life. Count well the cost. And
when at long last you have made
the grade and then find your
calendar still filled on every page
with appointments and tasks and
people to see, your days full of
services to all but your very own
-that is a signal to watch out.

Family Life and
Worship
By

ERNEST

B.

KoENKER

one encounters the
terms "family life" and
"worship" one may begin to feel
uneasy. He may sense that he is
dealing with ambiguous words.
What do these terms mean-or
what may they conceivably not
mean for different people? One
must recognize that they may have
a slightly different significance for
each individual. To be sure, everyone is for "family life," and almost
everyone is for some form of "worship." Yet the variety of meanings
commonly associated with the
words may be seen most clearly in
the fact that certain conceptions of
family life would permit no possible relationship to worship as
these two terms stand in our title.
The foregoing remarks have
been prefaced to our considerations in order to point out the
need for stipulating an operative
definition of these terms. vVe shall
mean very definite things by
family life and by worship, and
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we shall thereby relieve ourselves
of responsibility for dealing with
their many popular connotations.
By family life we mean the union
of one man and one woman for
life-but a union in Christ and
including the children with whom
the union is blessed. And by worship we mean the humble surrender of one's self to God, especially in the moments of the
day devoted to praise and adoration, but also in all things the
members of the family do during
the day. It will be seen that these
conceptions of family and worship, rather than exclude one another, actually stand as complements of one another. Doesn't the
psalmist say in a beautiful verse
that it is God "who setteth the
solitary in families"?
Yes, the family is in God's
economy an ecclesiola, a little
church, in which God would
nourish the spiritual life of its
members. Paul gives the family
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this dignity in Ephesians. Not all
who are called to membership in
Christ's Church also have this
vocation to Holy Matrimony. But
for one called to serve God within
the framework of marriage and
parenthood this vocation offers its
rich opportunities, joys, and blessings. Within the intimate relationship of the family each spouse has
the opportunity and responsibility
to exercise the function of the
priesthood of all believers, that is,
to minister to the spiritual needs
of his spouse-in sickness and in
health, till death do them part.
The challenges to the Christian
conception of family life in our
society are appalling. For one
thing, the basic interest in community is beset on all sides. Parents
must spend their days and many
of their evenings apart; the child's
time has been claimed more and
more by the school and other
agencies.
There 1s no need to go on
describing the many encroachments on family time and interests.
Perhaps every serious-minded parent has been jarred into reflection
on the problem by the prospect
of another evening spent by the
family apart. Yet when we look
at the ramifications of this state
of affairs for worship we see a
reflection of the problem previously stated. Worship, which in Old
Testament times and through the
Christian centuries has been a

43

family function, is more and more
seen as an activity to be carried
on at Church, m the Church
school, or at the Sunday School.
Yet one will rt>adily admit that a
devotional life confined to Sundays or agencies of the Church is
still barren and incomplete. One
1s finally driven to the query:
What resources are there for the
meaningful worship of God in the
family circle?
We must answer that our resources are many. We must, however, be ready first of all to give
something of our time, and, secondly, we must be willing to learn
humbly from Mother Church. Yes,
the time problem returns as the
initial difficulty for the reconstruction of our spiritual life. It 1s
because we are unwilling to surrender any of our precious time
in the humble adoration of God.
Yet it was Christ who said, "Whosoever seeketh to preserve his life
as a possession will lose it, but
whosoever is willing to lose it will
make it alive." The matter of
family worship 1s a matter of
values: the distractions, the sideshows, loom as the important
things, whereas the "big tent,"
the single most important thing,
i.e., the acknowledgement on the
part of the creature of his Creator,
is given no attention whatsoever.
Once we can overcome this initial problem of valuation we will
be ready to examine our resources.
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Let us approach the subject via
the form or structure of our worship; we know the content will
always be Christ as He is witnessed
to in Holy Scriptures. Several
points might be mentioned here.
First, the family altat should have
some physical significance; it may
simply be a small table or chest
covered with a cloth prepared by
the mother or children. On this
there may be a cross or crucifix
and two candles. Children will
enjoy lighting the candles, and
they will also appreciate pictures
cut from magazines or old calendars, pasted on cardboard, and
changed according to the Church's
seasons. Interest and variety will
be provided in this way, just as
the Church furnishes variety in
presenting different aspects of her
truths during the Christian Year.
Another consideration, the moments of worship together should
reflect the joy and gladness of our
salvation: this is of particular importance for children, since for
them, too, this should be the high
point of the day. The singing of
hymns and a worshipful atmos·
phere will serve to encourage this.
Moreover, the worship period
need not be long. It should not
become tedious. Scripture readings may be short, especially when
children are participating, and
there should be some explanation
of difficult words and discussion
of the significance of the reading.

Certain of our most significant
resources are commonly taken for
granted or overlooked entirely.
We have the weekly Sundays of
the Church Year, the day of rest
and gladness. We also have the
festivals and great feasts of th(
Christian Year, together with th(
periods of preparation and reflec
tion, as these are noted in the
Calendar of our hymnal. There
are the special family days, the
birthdays, baptismal anniversaries,
and wedding anniversaries. There
is a wealth of meaning in each of
these days which we have not begun to realize. Do we, for example,
appreciate the significance o~ Saturday as the day of preparation and
expectation for the Lord's Day?
Cleaning house on Saturday will
be less onerous for the children
participating when it is seen as a
renewal and cleansing for the Day
of Rest. Baking, the preparation
of special dishes for the Sunday
meal, as these activities were carried on m the homes of our
parents, all were part of the preparation for Sunday. Sunday itself
should be the great family feast
day. Christians should oppose the
encroachment of manual labor
and of professional intellectual
labor on this day. Families which
have participated so far as possible
as a unit in the Divine Service,
the hearing of the Word and reception of the Blessed Sacrament,
will want to make the day one of
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recreation enjoyed together. There
are no set patterns here; family
customs and traditions should be
encouraged. There may be a family
picnic planned and prepared for
on Saturday; there may be a
period devoted to the singing of
familiar songs, playing games, telling stories, etc.
The feasts and festivals of the
Church Year provide many opportunities for instruction and
enjoyment. These days and seasons should be made to stand out
clearly in our minds. There may
be a children's party on Epiphany
centered about the visit of the
three kings to Bethlehem. An advent wreath may be made by the
family and lighted during the
weeks of Advent. The opportunities for "Christianizing" Thanksgiving and New Year's Eve by
means of special decorations, foods,
songs, and pictures are extensive.
The significance of one's baptismal
day may be brought out by an
appropriate little gift, by putting
on, in the case of a child, the
special baptismal robe worn at his
baptism, or by an explanation of
the meaning of Christian baptism.
Wedding anniversaries are opportunities for rereading the Order
of Holy Matrimony and for bringing out the significance of the marriage vows.
What has been suggested here
is that family life and worship
can be integrated in such a way
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that both may be restored and
enriched. Through her preparation of foods traditional for the
days and seasons of the Christian
Year, through special decorations,
pictures, etc., the mother can extend the areas in ,w hich the family
glorifies God. From the time the
child says his morning prayer to
the blessing which the father, who
is responsible for the spiritual welfare of his family, says in the evening, all things in the child's life,
too, should glorify God. It is most
unfortunate that the many meaningful Christian customs and traditions our parents and grandparents knew and followed are
either unknown to us or have
fallen into disuse.
If you should suggest that sucl1
a devotional life is a walking on
crutches, that it makes too extensive use of externals in the worship of God, then one must answer that the way of the child to
God-and we have been concerned
especially for children in family
worship-is through the things
near to him. If these things become meaningful for our children
they will carry with them into
adulthood the remembrance of
the joy of their faith. If we are
dissatisfied with our condition of
spiritual poverty we will have to
restore, consecrate, also the little
things of life, in order that we
may renew all things in Christ.

AND MUSIC MAKERS
Bach Comes to the U.S.A.
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(CONTINUED)

BY WALTER A. HANSEN
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"On several occasions," I say
to Johann Sebastian, "we've

listened to music composed by
Franz Joseph Haydn, and you've
always been quick to pronounce
this man a great master."
"Yes," Bach declares, "I admire
Haydn's felicity and facility of expression. I don't hesitate for a
single moment to number this
composer among music's immortals."
"Today," I go on, "I shall give
you an opportunity to hear a
sacred work from the pen of
Haydn. I'm referring to an oratorio called The Creation. The
text of this composition is based
on the account of the creation as
given in the Book of Genesis and
on portions of John Milton's Paradise Lost. Milton, I may add, was
one of England's greatest poets.
He died in 167 4, one year before

you made your entry into this
world.
"Haydn was eighteen years of
age when you died. I'm sure you
never heard of him while you were
alive. But Haydn heard of you,
especially through works composed
by your son Carl Philipp Emmanuel. Yes, Mr. Bach, you had
something to do with Haydn's development as a composer. Even
though it seems safe to say that
Haydn had no extensive acquaintance with your own music during
the formative years of his life, one
must grant that you influenced
him in some measure through the
instrumentality of music composed
by your son. I know, of course,
that Carl Philipp Emmanuel was
by no means a Johann Sebastian.
But who will deny that the gifted
son learned much from his great
and mighty father?"
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"It's interesting to hear all this,"
says Bach. "But what about The
Creation?"
We attend a performance of
Haydn's oratorio. On our way to
the church I tell Bach, "Haydn
was born three years after the first
performance of your St. Matthew
Passion. Your Christmas Oratorio
was written two years after his
birth. The composer of The Creation was six years old when you
completed your Mass in B Minor."
''You yourself,'' I continue,
"often made use of symbolism in
your music, and symbolism, as
you know, is a close blood relative
of what is commonly spoken of as
programmatic or descriptive writing. I want you to pay special attention to the programmatic elements that are part and parcel of
The Creation.
"When The Creation was presented for the first time, some
hypercritical souls smiled as they
noted the pictorial elements m
the music. To their thinking the
composer of the oratorio seemed
to be a bit naive. Even today one
occasionally hears the remark,
'Parts of the music of The Creation reflect naivete on the part of
Haydn.' I don't agree with those
who say this. In my opinion The
Creation is a great masterpiecedifferent in many respects from
the immortal sacred works written
by you but nevertheless great in
the complete sense of the word."
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Haydn's Tone Painting
h We listen to the oratorio. Bach
• . agrees with me when I say
that Haydn's music has a heartwarming quality. Much of it is
vividly realistic. Haydn suggests
"the boisterous sea" and rivers
that flow "in serpent error." There
is a limpid brook "softly purling."
The ground is trodden by "heavy
beasts." Reptiles crawl. The eagle
"cleaves the air in swiftest flight
to the blazing sun," and "immense
Leviathan sports on the foaming
wave." We hear "the merry lark,"
"the cooing dove," and "the nightingale's delightful notes." The
great composer suggests the "order
fair" that prevails when chaos
ends. His music is grimly graphic
when it deals with "hell's spirits
black in throngs" as they "sink
in the deep abyss to endless night."
"Do you agree with me, Mr.
Bach," I ask, "when I say that
music intended to be realistic often
turns out to be trite, crude, and
banal?"
"I certainly do," the master replies. "But the music of The Creation is never trite, crude, or banal."
Haydn's work holds us spellbound. We note that the composer
of the oratorio never lays violent
hands on good taste. His craftsmanship is superb.
The sixty-six-year-old master
took infinite pains when he wrote
the music for The Creation. On
one occasion he said, "I never
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worked hastily but always composed diligently and deliberately
and set nothing down until I was
quite sure of what I had to say."
Bach and I agree that the composer of The Creation was a man
of the people-a man who throughout his long career took keen
pleasure in folk music and had
the wonderful ability to compose
in a down-to-earth manner. The
master who bequeathed to the
world such monumental works as
the St. Matthew Passion and the
Mass in B Minor nods his head
in emphatic approbation when I
say that the mus1c of Haydn's
oratorio is sometimes majestic and
triumphant but never pompous.
Far be it from me to try to tell
Bach what to think about a work
of art. Nevertheless, The Creation
invariably makes me bubble over
with joy and enthusiasm. I am
more than happy to note that the
outspoken Johann Sebastian does
not contradict me when I say:
"The music of The Creation is
often descriptive. But it's never
banal. It's music full of dignitymusic that reflects the spirit of
reverence in which it was written.
The oratorio deals with sublime
truths, and Haydn, great master
that he was, showed us that he
could compose m a straightforward, appealing, and down-toearth manner without detracting
in the least from the sublimity
of his subject matter."

Now George Gershwin

' Is there any reason why I
,;· should hesitate to take Mr.
Bach to an all-Gershwin concert?
No. Bach is eager to accompany
me. He is never snooty. He is
keenly interested in music of all
kinds.
Lest I be accused of out-andout brashness for exposing Bach
to music written by George Gershwin, I hasten to say at this juncture
that I look upon Gershwin as one
of our country's immortals. I know
that there are some who declare
in all frankness that they have no
fondness whatever for anything
that Gershwin wrote. Should I
quarrel with them about their
taste? Not at all. To say outright
and with well-oiled condescension
that Gershwin is no good is one
thing; to state in all ingenuousness, "I don't like Gershwin's music" is something radically different.
Bach listens intently. The program is made up of three works:
Porgy and Bess: A Symphonic Picture) by Robert Russell Bennett;
the Rhapsody in Blue) and the
Concerto in F.
I apologize to no one for speaking of Gershwin as one of our
country's immortals. Why should
I apologize? To me Gershwin was
a great melodist even though he
was not a master of form.
If there ever was a time when
those who are genuinely interested
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in the development of music in
our land felt compelled to speak
or write in a tongue-in-the-cheek
manner about Gershwin, that time
has long since passed. Yes, there
are some who turn up their noses
in a holier-than-thou fashion at
the mere mention of Gershwin's
name. But does one do away with
greatness by sneering at it? No.
Gershwin's music always strikes
sparks. But one must bear in mind
that there are times when those
sparks do not have a chance to
glow at full strength. Consider
the symphonic picture-so it is
called-which the clever Mr. Bennett, at the suggestion of Fritz
Reiner and with the aid of the
able conductor, painted in orchestral tone on the basis of the principal melodies of Porgy and Bess.
The Reiner-Bennett picture strikes
many bright sparks, it is true; but
to me those Reiner-Bennett sparks,
brilliant though they are, crowd
out some of the inimitable Gershwinian sparkle characteristic of the
fine folk opera.
What about the Rhapsody in
Blue? Ferde Grofe orchestrated
this classic for Gershwin. But
Grofe knew what the composer
wanted. If it is true that some of
Paul Whiteman's musicians came
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to Grofe's assistance by devising
an effect here and an effect there,
this, too, had the composer's approval.
The Rhapsody in Blue is more
than a quarter-century old. Today
it is as full of life and vigor as it
was in 1924. It is a classic.
What shall one say about the
Concerto in F? In my opinion this
work does not represent Gershwin
at his best. The late Walter Damrosch commissioned the Concerto
in F in 1925. He asked for a work
"revealing folk music in the modern style." Gershwin did his best,
and a fine best it was. Yet the
Concerto in F lacks the strength
and the freshness one finds in the
Rhapsody in Blue. Was the composer a bit too self-conscious when
he wrote the concerto?
Well, I have exposed Mr. Bach
to Mr. Gershwin, and Mr. Bach
is grateful. Why? Because, as I
have pointed out on more than
one occasion, Johann Sebastian is
perpetually inquisitive. The great
master does not sneer at me for
saying in all candor that I look
upon Gershwin as one of our
country's immortals. He does not
condemn me to outer darkness for
having the courage of my convictions.

(TO BE CONTINUED]

RECENT RECORDINGS
FRANZ PETER SCHUBERT. Symphony
No. 8, in B Minor ("Unfin ished").
The NBC Symphony Orchestra
under Arturo Toscanini.-I myself
have never heard Toscanini do a
Schubert symphony more beautifully. As 11 rule, the Latin in him
stands out too prominently when
he conducts the mmic of Schubert.
RCA Victor WDM-1456.
PETER lLYICH TCHAIKOVSKY. Trio in
A Minor, Op. 50. Artur Rubinstein,
piano; Jascha Heifetz, violin; Gregor Piatigorsky, 'cello.-The Million
Dollar Trio gives an unforgettably
beautiful reading of this fine work,
which was dedicated to the memory
of Nicholas Rubinstein. RCA Victor WDM-1488.
HENRI WIENIAWSKI. Concerto No. 2 ,
in D Minor, for Violin and Orchestra, Op. 22. Mischa Elman, violinist, and the Robin Hood Dell Orchestra of Philadelphia under Alexander Hilsberg.- This concerto is
Elman's meat. He gives a memorable performance under the direction of the concertmaster of the
Philadelphia Symphony Orchestra.
RCA Victor WDM-1504.
JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH-CHARLES
GoUNOD. Ave Maria. RuGGIERO
LEONCAVALLO. Vesti la giubba, from
I Pagliacci. Mario Lanza, tenor,
with the RCA Victor Orchestra
under Constantine Callinicos.-Mr.
Lanza has a magnificent voice, but
his artistry is far from mature. Hio
singing has a saccharine quality.
RCA Victor 49-3228.
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HELEN TRAUBEL SINGS WAGNER. Isolde's Narrative and Curse, from
Tristan und Isolde; Elizabeth's
Prayer, from Tannhiiuser,· Euch
Luften, die mein Klagen, from
Lohengrin.-Helen Traubel, soprano, with the RCA Victor Orchestra
under Frieder Weissmann.-Here
the great Wagnerian soprano sings
with overpowering beauty. Traubel
sings with more warmth than Kirsten Flagstad. RCA Victor WDM1491.
BELOVED HYMNS. The Old Rugged
Cross, I Walk With the King, Softly and Tenderly, Open My Eyes
That I May See, In the Garden,
and Give Me That Old Time Religion. Blanche Thebom, mezzosoprano, with Conrad Forsberg at
the organ. If you have a fondness
for hymns of this kind-and thousands do-you will derive a double
mea·mre of edification from them
when you hear them sung by an
artist like Miss Thebom. RCA Victor WDM-1484.
FRANz LiszT- VLADIMIR HoROWITz.
Rakoczy March. Vladimir Horowitz,
pianist.-This is piano-playing in
the grand manner. Horowitz has
made a brilliant and breath-taking
transcription of Liszt'·s Hungarian
Rhapsody No . r5. RCA Victor 494154·
J o HANN SEBASTIAN BACH. Sheep May
Safely Graze, from the birthday
cantata Was mir behagt,· Jesus, Joy
of Man's Desiring, from the Cantata
No . I47· Leopold Stokowski and
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his symphony orchestra.-Fine orchestral versions played with glowing beauty of tone. RCA Victor
49·3159·
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GEORG FRIDERIC HANDEL. Come to Me,
Soothing Sleep, from Ottone; 0
What Pleasure, from Floridante;
The Trumpet Is Calling. Marian
Anderson, contralto, with Franz
Rupp at the piano.-Miss Anderson
sings the music of Handel with
penetrating understanding and subjugating beauty. Mr. Rupp's artistry is on a par in every respect
with the singing of the great contralto for whom he plays. RCA
Victor 49-3157.
JuLIE STYNE-SAMMY KAHN. The
Song's Gatta Come From the Heart.
JACK BARNETT. A Real Piano Player.
Helen Traubel and Jimmy Durante,
with an orchestra under Roy Bargy.
-Helen takes a lesson from Jimmy,
who teaches her how to ·sing from
the heart and, in addition, shows
that he is a linguist not to be
sneezed at. The real piano player,
of course, is none other than Jimmy
himself. Helen is carried away by
the eloquence with which the great
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Nosay tickles, caresses, and pounds
the ivories. RCA Victor 49-3229.
NATURE MousE. This is the story of
Nature Mouse, who travels all over
the world only to find happinessand cheese-at home. The album
is attractively illustrated. The little
ones will love these discs. Available
in 45 and 78 rpm. pressings. Featherweight Records. Box 145 GPO.
New York 1, N. Y. R1-101.
GIOACCHINO RossiNI. Il Barbiere di
Siviglia (The Barber of Seville).
Recorded in Italy. Luigi Infantino,
tenor, as Count Almaviva; Carlo
Badioli, basso, as Dr. Bartolo; Giulietta Simoniato, mezzo-soprano, as
Rosina; Giuseppe Taddei, baritone,
as Figaro; Antonio Cassinelli, basso,
as Don Ba·silio; Renata Broilo, soprano, as Berta; Mario Mangili,
baritone, as an officer; Piero Poldi,
basso, as Fiorello. Orchestra of Radio ltaliana under the direction of
Fernando Previtali. Roberto Bonaglio, chorus director.-A sparkling
and vivid performance of one of
the most delightful comedies in the
field of opera. Cetra-Soria Records.
38 West 48th Street, New York 19,
N.Y. Long Playing 1211.
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Author Kugelmass searched for material in almost every capital of Europe. There is not too much, but
what he found he has written well.
He concludes with these words:
"Could he see what he wrought, the
busy workshops, the libraries and the
schools and the musicians-peopled
by the blind-he would bang a table
with his cane and shout with excitement and pleasure. Perhaps he is."
There is a simultaneous edition in
braille for those who understand and
appreciate his contribution better
than we.

BIOGRAPHY
LOUIS BRAILLE
By J. Alvin Kugelmass. Julian Mes·
sner, Inc. New York. 1951. 160
pages. $2.75·
lrT IS

difficult to think of a Nineteenth

1L Century giant, of Braille's stature
and impress, who has not come under
the scrutiny of our practicing biogra·
phers.... Yet no biographer, before
this undertaking, troubled to illume
the life of him who strove so agonizingly in his search for light."
The story of Braille has no doubt
been relived by many of the blind
in some way or other. Braille's story
is of a boy, blinded at three, old with
experience at fifteen, in his time a
great organist and violoncellist of
Europe, and whose labors killed him
early at forty-two. But not before he
had been able to develop the "facile,
elastic, and perfect code that is known
in every country and used in every
language today." And he, like so many
others "ahead of their time," remained
unnoticed until some time later.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
DEMOCRACY AND THE
QUAKER METHOD
By Francis E. Pollard, Beatrice E.
Pollard, and Robert S. W. Pollard.
The Philosophical Library, Inc.,
New York. 1950. 160 pages. $3.00.
three Pollards proposed in
to consider
"How does
Democracy conduct its discussions,
HE

T their small volume
the following question:
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and how does it reach its decisions?"
This is a question of moment for all
of us recognize that in a democratic
society adequate discussion and conference procedure are important to
the making of decisions. Yet, as most
of us know, conferences, committee
meetings, as·semblies, and legislative
bodies are notoriously weak in these
areas. The authors are afraid that
many of these meetings "are too often
little better than athletic contests of
closed mind with closed mind." Nor
can there be advantage "in the mere
pooling of ignorance." If meetings
are not noisy and raucous, they seem
to be as quiet as the proverbial cemetery and just as indifferent. In either
situation, the conversation monopolist
may have a field day. Often lack of
mutual respect on the part of both
the majority and minority lead only
to debate in the hope of victory for
one conclusion or the other. Majority
despotism, dominance-submission tactics, and debate measures do not lead
to a synthesis of the group's representative thinking. When all this is
incorporated within voting, ballots,
rigid parliamentary procedure, aggressive chairmen and secretaries, majority and minority reports, and
people who do not talk to a point or
to all points at once, anything but
democratic discussion and a workable
synthesis result.
The authors are certain that a
democratic society can discuss in better
fa·s hion and with more wholesome
results. Furthermore, they believe that
"The use of the Quaker technique ...
enables men to cooperate more effectively." For formal procedure upon
which the efficient and the parliamen-

53

tarian dote the Friends substitute
Christian discipleship, common experience, the desire to express the
spirit of Christ in human relationships, "the mutual trust in the integrity and purposes of all members, the
recognition of different experiences
and capacities, the readiness to pool
ideas and encourage all to participate
with a view to the best combined
results." Friends look upon themselves as members of a family helping
one another to move forward. For
the methods of dominance-submission
they exchange integrative social and
intellectual behavior. The sense of
partnership among cooperative minds
must prevail. Divisions and heated arguments are met by pauses for reflection and postponement if necessary.
In their meetings they search for accommodation, adjustment, and synthesis. A fruitful and representative
decision will emerge from group discussions without benefit of voting,
rigid rules, officers, and the dreadful
formality after the acquisition of a
spiritual unity, slow and tedious discussion, the use of lectures and experts in preliminary conversation, the
thorough preparation of an outline,
a recognition of the various social and
intellectual differences and attitudes
under the direction of a non-aggressive but penetrating chairman, and
by moving from minimum agreement
to minimum agreement. In short, the
authors advise discussion and not debate.
Obviously this book would be informative reading for Warren Austin
and the Russian Malik and their colleagues who shun discussion for debate which is nothing but a sensa-
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tiona! play to the galleries. Church
bodies who debate rather than discuss
dogma would be surprised at how
pleasantly the most controversial subjects could be handled according to
Quaker procedure. Teachers would
discover many factors that would improve classroom methods. Magistrates,
juries, Royal Commissions, Atomic
Energy committees, and a whole host
of other groups have adopted this
manner of working and talking to·
gether. It is a book of lasting value.

TITO AND GOLIA TII
By Hamilton Fish Armstrong. New
York. The Macmillan Company.
1951. 312 pages with index. $3.50.
Tito-Stalin 3chism is history.
This book, written by a man
well-qualified to speak on the subject,
attempts to clarify the how and why
of it and the implications behind it.
A brief history of the short, bitter
struggle for dominance between Tito
and Mihailovich prefaces the greater
conflict to come. After Tito's successful bid for absolute power, Jugoslavia
slipped for a time behind the iron
curtain, and relations with Russia
were at their peak. Early undertones
of dissension appeared, however, indicating that all wa·s not well between
Tito and "Grandfather." These increased in intensity until the split was
final. Briefly, the break resulted from
the clash between Stalin's international brotherhood of communism
and Tito's idea of a nationalistic and
autonomous Jugo·slavia. Tito resented
the imperialistic and exploitive tactics
of the Kremlin. Only two courses of

T
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action were open to Stalin. Either
Tito had to be purged and the Jugoslavs subjugated, or they had to be
completely denounced by and separated from Russia and the other satellites. Stalin's hesitation in carrying
out the first created the possibility of
Tito martyrism and forced him to
take the second. The result was open
and surprisingly successful defiance
of Stalin. The remainder of the book
i-s devoted to "Titoism" in the other
satellite nations. Stalin, however, had
learned his lesson, and in these countries the "deviationists" were smashed
by ruthless and exemplary purges.
The book is well written. Many of
the author's statements are documented. A certain objectivity is present which very often is lacking in
books of this type. There is no rash
conclusion that the west may look
forward to a complete breakdown of
the Soviet Empire because of sporadic
"Titoism." The reader is reminded
that although the breach is wide between Moscow and Belgrade, Tito
is a communist still. Mr. Armstrong
perhaps over-emphasizes the influence
that Tito has had in creating like
movements in other communist countries. These might have occurred not
only because of Tito, but also in spite
of him. The author appears to be
convinced that the breach has given
the west definite advantages. He
theorizes that in the event of war,
Tito will choose one of two alternatives: remain neutral or fight with
the west. A third choice is not beyond the realm of possibility: a communist Tito fighting with other communist nations against the west. With
few exceptions Mr. Armstrong's ap-

.
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proach, both factual and speculative,
is careful and studied. Although he
sees in "Titoism" the possibility of
a safer-if not better-world, he is not
foolishly optimistic. Therein lies the
wisdom and excellence of this book.
L. F. BARTELT, JR.

HISTORY
THE HEBREW IMPACT ON
WESTERN CIVILIZATION
Edited by Dagobert D. Runes. New
York. The Philosophical Library.
1951. 922 pages. $10.00.
book is not only a reminder
but, page after page, a genuine
revelation of the contribution that
Jews have made to the development
of Western civilization.
Nearly a score of contributors deal
with a comprehensive series of fields
ranging from music to military sci
ence. A mass of information is pre·
sented here that invites, if not a complete reading, rewarding browsing
and frequent reference.

T

FICTION
OCTOBER FIRE
By Eleanor Mayo. Thomas Y. Cro·
well Company. New York. 275
pages. $3.00.
ITH

the major fire disaster of

W 1947 as a dangerous backdrop,
Authores·s Mayo lets loose a fanatical

arsonist in those Maine woods. In
their attempt to discover the criminal,
trusting villagers eye each other suspiciously, while one citizen gets a
leg ·shot and the local half-wit is
murdered. The plot IS thickened
throughout with the hero Mike's
effort to revive his romance, dead
these seven years. Conflagration seems
to kindle all that is meant by "Maine
character," and the firebug is finally
put to rest, peace reigning again.
After a rather slow and laborious
start, the novel soon warms up by
sheer force of plot. The artificial and
stilted phrasing characterized in the
first third of the book gives way to
the more natural conversation of
Maine residents. October Fire reads
almost too rapidly; its suspense is
not colossal, but Miss Mayo could
ea·sily have turned out a poorer novel
with such material.
ANN LANGE

HIS

PILGRIM PEOPLE
By Anita Libman Lebeson. Harper
& Bro-s. $6.oo.

THE AMERICAN JEW
By Ludwig Lewisohn. Farrar, Straus.
$2-50.
PPARENTLY there will never be a
last word on the Jews in America. Both these books are careful
studies of the Jew's role in the rise
of American civilization. Lewisohn's
·s tudy is primarily concerned with the
problem of making the American Jew
proud of his spiritual heritage. He
urges Jews to become active in the
congregation of Israel. Mrs. Lebeson's detail history tells the epic of
the Jew in American life from colonial times to the present day. A 43
page bibliography adds to the value
of the book.

A
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AMERICANS IN GLASS HOUSES
By Leslie James. New York. Henry
Schuman, Inc. 1951. 152 pages.
$2.00.
an American writer wants
to make a quick reputation or
some quick money, he gathers together all of the smoking room jokes
he knows, strings them on a thin
thread of narrative, and tells the
world he has written a Novel of
Social Significance. His European
counterpart has an even easier time
of it. He just dashes off some observations about What's Wrong With
the Americans, a task which does not
even require exposing one's self to
the choked atmosphere of the smoking
room.
Leslie James (the name is obviously
a pseudonym) comes along now with
this zany satire, the book to end all
books on What's Wrong With the
Americans. Amply footnoted in the
style and spirit of the late Robert
Benchley, the book points up our
lack of a well-defined class-system, our
preoccupation with doing things, our
domination by women, our altogether
(by European standards) unjustified
interest in good eating and comfortable living, our chaotic, unplanned
political structure, our mass production and our mass consumption.
Now before anyone gets the impression that Mr. James is just another of our critics, let it be said that
he supports his contentions by the
most absurd lines of argument imaginable, and in so doing roasts the
European (especially English) intel-
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lectuals, snobs, avante garde boys, and
sour-grapes victims who have been
so prolific in their criticisms. In the
process, he takes a few slaps at Eng·
li'sh women, English men, Town and
Country planning, austerity, the class
system, and a host of other British
institutions.
Pleasant reading for an afternoon
in Spring.

·J

RELIGION AND
PHILOSOPHY
EDUCATION FOR REALITIES
By Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel)
Arthur Carl Piepkorn. Valparaiso
Univ. Press. Valparaiso. 1951. 47
pages. Fifty cents.
HE 1950

J.

1

W. Miller Memorial

T Lectures presented in the chapel
of Valparaiso University are printed
in this booklet. For anyone who has
come to know the distinguished lecturer it will not be surprising to
learn that the series produced a profound effect on the university family.
The lectures revolved about the values
latent in a Christian education for
various areas of life. When the lecturer spoke of marriage and parenthood, for example, or of heaven, the
audience was listening with rapt attention. Fortunately, the extensive information brought to bear on the
topics can now be digested and presented to a wider public. Several
points only may be mentioned here.
First, the lectures indicate an interest
in an integral Christian faith which
would restore all things in Christ.
Secondly, they are an unusual case
of the cogent application of extensive

•
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reading on the one hand and thorough, scholarly knowledge on the
other to the problems of intelligent
young people. And thirdly, they
demonstrate the depth of understanding which can be brought to bear
on the Christian faith through a
deep appreciation of the Church as
Christ's Body and of the Eucharistic
life which nourishes member> of that
Body. Seldom does one encounter a
lecture series so worthy the attention
of a broad audience .

THE UNITY OF ISAIAH
By Oswald T. Allis. Philadelphia.
The Presbyterian and Reformed
Publishing Company. 1950. 134
pages. $2.25.
author of this book produce>
worth while material to
convince the reader that the entire
book of the Prophet Isai'ah was written by one author only-Isaiah, the
son of Amos (Isaiah 1: 1 ). Some higher
critics of the Old Testament have
contended that there must have been
two Isaiahs, one who lived in the
days of Hezekiah and the Assyrian
peril and the other who was a contemporary of the Persian King Cyrus.
The author's reason for writing The
Unity of Isaiah is to show the true
nature of Biblical prophecy, to prove
the fallacy of the modernistic theory
that predictive element in prophecy
is to be reduced to a minimum and
that Isaiah is to be thought of as
a man of his own day and age who
spoke only on matters of immediate
concern to his people, the Israelites.
Dr. Allis also contends that the unity
of the book of Isaiah is not due to
HE

T much

)
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new archaeological diocoveries. He
might have added that the Dead Sea
scrolls, recently found in a cave near
the Dead Sea and on exhibit in this
country last year, buttressed rather
than contradicted the oneness of
Isaiah's authorship.
Acceptance of the unity of Isaiah
was practically universal among Jews
and Christians for twenty-five centuries. This can only mean, the author of The Unity of Isaiah insists,
that the evidence for the unity of
the book was held to be adequate.
It also means that such a view regarding it was found to be compatible
with the nature of prophecy as set
forth in the Bible as a whole. The
Unity of Isaiah is a valuable book
for the studious pa·s tor as well as for
the advanced Bible reader of the
laity.
H. H. KUMNICK

OUR HOPE OF SURVIVAL
By George L. Murray. Grand
Rapids, Michigan. Baker Book
House. 1951. 133 pages. $1.50.
MuRRAY is a native of Scotland,
at McGill University
and the Presbyterian College in Montreal, and is presently pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church, Boston.
Theologically, he is a conservative
and a fundamentalist.
The thesis of his book is that the
crisis of which men in our time are
speaking is a theological crisis and
that the church as we know it today
is not in a position to do much about
it because it is adrift from its moorings. Both his analysis and his solutions have been stated often before.
R.

D educated
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They can be heard any Sunday from
a fundamentalist pulpit. That is why
nobody will take this book very seri·
ously and that is why Christendom
will continue to flounder around as
it has been floundering around ever
since churchmen abandoned Chris·
tianity for churchmanship.
Dr. Murray seemingly is not much
of a scholar and he is not much of
a writer, either. But his Chri>tianity
still has Pauline hair on its chest.
Unfortunately our age will not even
listen to a preacher unless he can
use enticing words. And when a reader
comes acros> a reference to Patrick
Henry as "Patrick Hamilton" and
finds T. B. Macaulay down as "MacAulay" he is entitled to wonder
whether the carelessness in references
carries over into the writer'·• thinking.

THE THEOLOGY OF ALBERT
SCHWEITZER
By E. N. Mozley, with an epilogue
by A. Schweitzer. Macmillan. New
York. 1951. 117 pages. $2.00.
UTHOR

Mozley presents a short

A outline summarizing the essentials of Schweitzer's theological

thought by selecting pas>ages from
"The Quest of the Historical Jesus,"
"The Mystery of the Kingdom of
God," "Paul and His Interpreters,"
and "The Mysticism of Paul the
Apostle." He clearly evolves Schweitzer's eschatological concept that Jesus
spoke, thought, and acted in the
expectation of a speedy end of the
world and of the revelation of a
supernatural Messianic Kingdom.
Schweitzer's epilogue-one-fourth of
the book-develops more fully hi'>

thought concerning the effect upon
Christian belief that the world did
not come to a speedy end, and his
views upon the significance of the
idea of the Kingdom of God throughout history and at the present time.
This is a good book for Christian
enquirers not acquainted with Schweitzer to come to grips with his basic
theological concepts.

DEEP IS THE HUNGER
Meditations by Howard Thurman.
New York. Harper & Brothers.
1951. 212 pages. $2 .50.
HE

purpose of this book of un-

T usual meditations is to help the

individual face thi> bewildered, warwracked world. The subject matter is
grouped under three headings: "A
sense of history," "A sense of self,"
and "A sense of presence." The>e
meditations supposedly start with
some incid<!nt common to the reader's
experience and all conclude with an
earnest attempt to explain a telling
truth central to daily life.
Many of these meditations are
beautifully and sensitively written.
They are both thought-provoking and
challenging to nobler daily living.
But generally speaking, the reader
will not find many of them Christacentric. They are mere moralizations.
The imago Christi, "if ye love Me,
keep my commandments," emphasis
is strangely absent in the main part
of this book of meditations. The final
section which comprises a series of
twenty- five reflections- thoughts on
the Lord's Prayer, the Beatitudes, the
Psalms and others, offers more spiritual food for the hungry soul whose
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pasture io the Word of God. Deep
Is the Hunger may be too unadaptable as a book for worship time at
home, but ministers will find much
usable sermonic material and many
practical earthy illustrations in it.
H. H . KUMNICK

MERCIES MANIFOLD
By J. W. Behnken, D.D. Concordia
Publishing House. St. Louis, Missouri. 1950. 147 pages. $2.00.
ERCIES MANIFOLD contains six-

M teen sermons which were delivered on the radio during the summer broadcasts of the International
Lutheran Hour in 1949. The author,
The Rev. Dr. J. W. Behnken, is
president of The Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod.
These sermons do not follow any
single theme, but cover a variety of
topics related to the Christian faith
and life. Among the messages are
sermons of comfort and hope, faith
and life, sin and forgiveness.
Running through all of the sermons one notices the complete loyalty of the author to the Word of God,
an awareness of the deep implication of sin, and the desperate need of
the forgiving love of God. These are
baoic concepts of the Christian faith
and are the reason for the value of
the sermons.
As is the case with most printed
sermons, these also had more appeal
to the hearer than they do to the
reader. One misses the important
value of Dr. Behnken's persuasive and
masterful presentation in the printed
sermons.
LUTHER P. KOEPKE
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THE AENEID OF VIRGIL
A verse translation by Rolfe Humphries. Charles Scribner'·s Sons.
New York. 1951. 381 pages. $3.50 .
RMA virumque cano, Troiae qui

A primus ab oris"-"Arms and the
man I sing, the first who came, compelled by fate, an exile from Troy."
There is the difference between the
Aeneid of Publius Vergilius Maro and
the Aeneid of Virgil by Rolfe Humphries. Obviouoly the Latin epic loses
something in the translation, but
even with the loss there is still a very
great deal left.
Mr. Humphries has not contented
himself to produce a "pony." As a
poet, he knows that poetry is both
sound and sense and in his translation he has not hesitated to depart
from the literal meaning of words
where a less literal rendering would
preserve the intonation of the poetry.
The result is that it should now be
possible for the student who has never
struggled through third-year Latin
to enter and capture the spirit of that
antique world in which the struggles
between the Olympian deities presaged the death-struggles between
Rome and Carthage and through
which runs the grand theme of the
rise of the Roman race through war
and the hazards of the sea, through
the blood of Ilium and the sweat of
long wanderings, and the tears for
comrades lost along the way.
The idiom of the translation is
modern, and yet Mr. Humphries has
whely chosen to maintain an exalted
style of language which readers of
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the original Latin will recognize as
faithful to the style of Virgil. The
Aeneid was, after all, written by a
patriotic Roman as a tribute to his
country and to its ruler, Augustus.
(Mr. Humphries, in a very ably written introduction, dispo·ses neatly of
the small-minded critics who have
said that Virgil wrote as a Roman
jingoist and a sycophant of the Caesar.) Its tone is majestic, as befit3 the
epic story it has to tell. And there
is in the original a poignant undertone of sadness which Mr. Humphries
manage3 to reproduce in his translation-not the sloppy sadness of the
sentimentalist who feels best when
he is sad but the sadnes3 of men who
have experienced much and who have
found in their own lives and in the
lives of nations the lacrima.e rerum,
the tears of things.
This is a book to be bought and
treasured by tho3e diminishing numbers of people who can still bow
their heads in reverence before greatness.

Irresistible for an evening's entertainment. When Shep Henderson, an
altogether eligible bachelor-except
for the circumstance that he is to be
married in a week to a Southern
blonde-steps for a moment on Christmas Eve into the apartment of the
young woman on the floor below and
finds her waiting cozily for her elderly
aunt and young brother and ·s troking
her cat, he cannot know that he is
putting himself into the power of
a family of necromancers. He cannot
know that his blonde fiancee had, in
college days, so acted as to incur the
spite of the young woman with the
cat. He has no reason to recollect
the axiom that a dare is a dare. This
takes us through the first two acts.
The third satisfies our negative feeling that one should be obliged to pay
for what one gets and our positive
feeling that "true love" has its own
victories.
The play is slight, but a good divertisement.
ALICE BENSEN

DRAMA

OTHER BOOKS

BELL, BOOK AND CANDLE
By John Van Druten. New York.
Random House. 1951. 168 pages.
$2.50.

THE ORIGINS OF WIT AND
HUMOR

V snatches its jewels from both
world>: the first two acts flash their

AN DRUTEN's current comedy

By Albert Rapp. E. P. Dutton and
Company. New York. 1951. 208
pageo. $2.75. Illustrations by Ted
Key.

lights from the hard facets of wit;
the third glows with the warmth of
the heart. The first two afford amusement; the third offers the endearing
spectacle of a self-assured wench suddenly coming alive. The combination
is irre>istible.

HE single source from which all
modern forms of wit and humor
have developed is the roar of triumph
in an ancient jungle duel," says the
author. Stemming from this duel came
ridicule, still a natural form of humor. As the world became more civil-
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ized artificial ridicule was invented,
and in an even more civilized stage
came affectionate ridicule. Wit, origi·
nally a contest of intelligence, had
no humorous angle until the conundrum came along. The pun is the
latest member, and repartee the
keenest member of the wit family.
In tracing the origins of these various
forms, Rapp refers back to the jungle
duel for substantiation. His "single
source," the duel, is based on a simple,
but to this reader, a fallacious conjecture. Unfortunately this conjecture takes on the status of fact as
the book progresses and, as a result,
the entire structure is weakened to
the point of collapse.
Albert Rapp is a member of the
Department of Classical Languages
and Archeology at the University of
Tennessee. He writes in what might
be described as a high school text
book style which consists of asking a
number of questions and then answering them with an abundant and
rather erratic use of italics. Humor
in the book is limited to Ted Key's
illustrations and, apparently for lack
of inspiration, they have little connection with the text.

-1 A CHILD'S LIFE OF JESUS
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tion" of the Gospel. Some of these
critics might be even more disturbed
if they could read the vernacular
Greek in which the New Testament
was written. A more valid objection
to his writing is his way of diluting
religious truths to mere pious moralization. There is some of that in this
book and it should be warned against.
Having noted that objection,
though, the book can still be recommended. It tells the story of the
Savior in language readily understood
by children and the illustrations are
such that they will draw children to
the ·story. Oursler follows orthodox
tradition in his acceptance of the
divinity of Christ, the reality of the
miracles, and the historical truth of
Christ's bodily resurrection. He is
somewhat weak in his presentation
of the crucifixion. There is no indication of Atonement in his account
of the Savior's death.
For some strange reason, the book
is available in both a Catholic and
a Protestant edition.

MOSCOW-ON-THE-HUDSON
By M. K. Argus. Harper and
Brothers, Publishers. New York.
182 pages. $2.50.
OSCOW-ON-THE-HUDSON

is an

By Fulton Oursler. New York.
Franklin Watts, Inc. 1951. $1.75.

amusing expose of the lives and
M
loves of emigrant Russians in New

very rarely does this maga-

York. Seeing ourselves as they see
us proves to be not only funny, but
more often unfortunately true. The
Slav mind, torn out of European soil
and "temporarily" transplanted here,
reacts divergently to American mores
-it is stubborn, disgusted, confused,
naive, but grateful. This little volume

NLY

O zine review children's books. Fulton Oursler's story of the life of
- Jesus is, we think, a work of such
superior quality that it should be
called to the attention of our readers.
· Oursler has plenty of critics, of
course, who dislike his "populariza-
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contains musings about Russians and
their emigration in general as well as
the author's more personal dealings
with his countrymen, especially in
their attitude toward his American,
non-Russian speaking wife.
Being on the staff of America's
largest Russian newspaper, Author
Argus verifies himself as an able writer.
His observations throughout remain
accurate and animated; his witticism
is excelled only by the actual foibles
of his characters. Moscow-on-the-Hudson is a delightful few hours' reading.
ANN LANGE

SCOTCH WHISKY
Compiled by Marshall J. Robb.
New York. E. P. Dutton. 1951. 127
pages. $3.00.
is a bit of everything in
this book-verse, essay, photogT
raphy, drawings, recipes-but it all
HERE

has to do with Scotland's greatest
contribution to Western culture, the
peerless Scotch whisky. Like its subject, the book ought to be taken in
moderate quantities over a period
of time. And if you are allergic to
Scottish dialect, better stay away from
it altogether.

WARRIOR WITHOUT
WEAPONS
By Dr. Marcel Junod. New York.
Macmillan. 1951. 283 pages. $4.00.
hath its heroes no less renowned than war. Dr. Junod,
whose ten wartime years with the
International Red Cross are the
theme of his book, is one of those
heroes. His work with the Red Cross

P
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took him to Spain during the civil
war, to Ethiopia during Mussolini's
conquest of that country, and to many
parts of Europe and the Far East
during World War II. Always his
mission was the same: to salvage as
much as could be salvaged from the
destruction of war. His story reads
well and is an almost necessary antidote to the overfull diet of military
and naval brass I-dunnits.

I
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STAN MUSIAL. JOE DI MAGGIO. '"
RALPH KINER. TED WILLIAMS
Four books from the Barnes AllStar Library. By Tom Meany. New ...York. A. S. Barnes and Company.
1951. Each fifty cents.
ITH

the baseball season upon

W us, every red-blooded American
male (and a growing number of fe-

4

males of the same blood type) will
recognize the necessity of being acquainted with the personal lives and
season records of the demigods of the ~>
diamond. Both are nicely covered in
the thin volumes of this set.
Each of the books is well illustrated. )..

THE TRUTH ABOUT SMOKING
By Roger William Riis. New York. \Grosset and Dunlap. 1951. 67 pages.
$1.00.
C'MOKING

is a

~abit wh~ch

most of

0 us are not gomg to g1ve up even
though we know it is doing us no
good. But at least it will do us no harm
to know what we are letting ourselves A
in for by smoking and Riis has marshalled evidence that would indicate
that we are letting ourselves in for J...
plenty.
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His book is objective, well-written,
_. and thoroughly documented. His
chapter on cigarette advertising is one
which every smoker should read, par·
ticularly those who are trying to kid
•
themselves that their brand is less
harmful than other brands. And for
the few who want to give up the
habit, there is a "tried and proven"
" method of breaking the habit.

63

It is distressing to think how many
beautiful trees lotad to be destroyed to
provide paper for this book.

HOPALONG FREUD AND
OTHER MODERN LITERARY
CHARACTERS
By Ira Wallach. New York. Henry
Schuman. 1951. 134 pages. $2.00.
ALLACH,

CAROLINE HICKS
By Walter Karig. New York. Rinehart. 1951. 438 pages. $3.50.
of dirty jokes, Strung
together on the thin thread of a
A
story about a country girl who comes
N ANTHOLOGY

.;

to Washington, takes a job in the
Department of the Interior, moves
into a boarding house with a hardbitten character named Shirley and a
sweet little thing named Margaret,
discovers the properties of intoxicating liquor, and loses her virginity .

who effectively deflated

the "self-improvement" boys
W
last year with How to Be Deliriously

Happy, takes on the whole field of
contemporary writers in the present
volume. The result is the funniest
book in months.
There are deva:stating take-offs on
Hemingway, Lin Yutang, Truman
Capote, Velikovsky, and T. S. Eliot,
plus parodies of such generic types of
writing as cookbooks, baby books,
modern criticism, detective stories,
and joke books. Not recommended
for anyone with an unhealed incision.

It is said that twenty-four millions ought to prevail over two
hundred thousand. True; if the constitution of a kingdom be a
problem in arithmetic. This sort of discourse does well enough with
the lamp-post for its second: to men who may reason calmly it is
ridiculous.
-EDMUND BuRKE, Orations and Essays (D. Appleton-Century, 1902)
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are dull, too. As dull as any of them."

Catholic Journalism
are wont to look
with envious eyes upon the
apparent power and influence of
the Roman Catholic press. Whereas the Protestant press is hopelessly divided and speaks with a
voice that too often quavers, the
Church of Rome would seem to
have its journalistic forces well in
hand.
. Not so, says Roland E. Wolseley
m the March 14 issue of The
Christian Century, in an illuminating article entitled "The Roman Catholic Press." He bases
much of his analysis upon a recent
and little-known book, The Catholic Voice, published in 1949,
wherein 23 Catholic journalists
and other spokesmen for the
Church take each other to task for
their apparent failures. One of
the writers declares:
PROTESTANTS

"There is no Catholic daily because
there aren't enough daily Catholics.
. . . Therefore our churches are
jammed to the doors-but our newspapers and magazines and books lie
unread .... Our Catholic journalists
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Protestants need not fear the
Catholic press, opines Dr. W olseley. But neither have the Protestants anything to boast about in
the record of their own press. '
Neither group has a powerful
and influential journalistic voice.
Whereas secular dailies now reach 4
nearly 54 million every weekday,
plus fifteen million for secular
weeklies and 1 oo million copies
of the monthly magazines, the
aggregate circulation of all reli- ~
gious publications in America is
only about 15 million-about the
equivalent of the world circulation "'
of the Reade(s Digest.
_T~e most influential magazine
w1thm Protestantism-albeit not ~
the largest in point of circulation
-is the Christian Century. In
Catholic circles, America and Commonweal occupy roughly the same
position. But none of these publications is designed to be read by
the masses. For both Catholics and
Pro_testants, there obviously remams a large field that as yet has
not been successfully explored.
.\..
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Niemoeller Today
of Commonweal, the
S issue of February
23 carries an
PEAKING

•

interesting article on Pastor Martin N iemoeller and his role m
German religious and political life
today. The two concepts must of
course be closely related in any
discussion of Niemoeller, who has
always been a "political parson."
No one will detract from N iemoeller's courageous stand in the
face of the Hitler tyranny-a stand
which gained for him the reward
of the concentration camp. Nor
do we condone for a moment the
malicious or stupid attempts to
discredit Niemoeller after the war
-on the part of Mrs. Roosevelt
and others of the cognoscenti-for
no apparent reason other than
that he happened to be a German.
But Pastor Niemoeller, in his
post-war obsession with "neutralism" has to a great extent
forfeited his position of spiritual
and moral leadership within Germany and the respect in which
he was held by the outside world
as a spokesman for the best elements of the German people. He
has made himself persona non
grata both with the leaders of
West Germany and with powerful
elements within the Evangelical
Church.
Niemoeller is violently opposed
to the West German Federation
because, he maintains, it is nothing else than a Catholic state, for
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the establishment of which Washington "sold out" to Rome. Norbert Muhlen, writer of the Commonweal article, declares:
This idee fixe prepares his softness
toward Soviet Russia. "If there is the
alternative between the continuing
division of Germany, or the unification of Germany under a dictatorship, even that of Ruosia, the Germans should prefer the risk of Communism."

It is both sad and incredible to
see a man of great intellect and
deep spirituality become so bemused as to take the position
which Muhlen attributes to him
in the following passage:
He doesn't think the "risk" of
Communism to be a very bad risk.
"It is an infamous heresy to claim
that it would be ruinous for the
Church to wake up some day in a
Communist world." And he promised
a reward of one million marks ($240,ooo) to "anybody who can prove that
the preparation of resistance against
Bolshevism is founded on the Holy
Scriptures."

We have seen men m high
places and low deceived by the
false premises of Communism, and
we have witnessed the incalculable
damage wrought by those menhowever well-meaning-who have
thought that we can "do business
with Stalin." But at this critical
juncture in the history of Germany and in the course of Western
civilization, the German people
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cannot afford to trust either their
spiritual or their intellectual leadership to the confused thinking
and misguided counsel represented
by Pastor Niemoeller.

The Urban Movement
March issue of the Survey,
I Portland's
well-known journalN THE

ist, Richard L. Neuberger, takes
time out from his duties in the
State Senate to analyze the significant shifts from the country to
the city which have been revealed
in the 1950 census. In an article
entitled, "Why People Are Moving to Town," he wonders aloud
at the incontrovertible fact that
"at a time of unprecedented agricultural prosperity, Americans
are leaving the land." Despite the
notable increase in the population
of this country during the past
decade, to the tune of 14 per cent
over 1940, the farm population
decreased 8 per cent during this
same period.
There are many reasons for this
trend. The mechanization of the
farm and the attendant decrease
in the need for agricultural labor
is only part of the answer. Perhaps
the clue can best be found in the
philosophy expressed in the old
song of World War I: "How're
you going to keep 'em down on
the farm after they've seen" -well,
perhaps not Paree, but at least
Pocatello, Salem, and Missoula.
People-especially the younger

people-no longer care to put up
with the isolation, the incon- .,.
veniences, the austerities, of a
rural homestead or a cabin in the
pines. They prefer the associa- ~
tions, the amenities, and the comparative luxuries of life in the
city-almost any city.
Many misconception;; exist concerning the surge of families to the Pacific Coast in recent years. Because
the pioneers of the covered wagon
era sought land to till, the present
trek has been associated with the
same goal. The opposite is really true
-this hegira is basically a movement
away from the land to the city, from
the farms of such states as Missouri,
Montana, the Dakotas, and Minnesota, to the urban area·s of the Pacific Coast.

Neuberger concludes:
Today rural life must be fuller and
more challenging to answer strong
competition from the cities. . . . "I
like the city, I like being with other
people," said a pretty co-ed at Pullman, Wash., who had decided her
husband should not be a farmer. She
is symbolic of the fact that rural life
in America mmt offer companionship
and cultural advantages if it is to
survive.

The Judge and His God
in recent months
F havearticles
impressed us so deeply
EW

as that of Judge Harold R. Medina
in the March 21 issue of The
Christian Century. The New York

•
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jurist, who won nation-wide fame
for his extraordinary demonstration of wisdom, tact, and patience
as the presiding judge at the pro.- longed trial of the eleven Communists, here tells something of
the story of his ordeal, and of
the resources of spiritual strength
>-· upon which he drew in abundant
measure to enable him to "carry
on."
<;
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In these days, when corruption
and chicanery have become commonplace among public officials,
and when the canons of Christian
morality and piety have largely
been forgotten, it is heartening in
the extreme to confront a mar.
like Judge Medina, whose per·
sonal and official life has been
guided by faith and prayer, and
who is not ashamed to admit it.

To content his heart, a man must have something in the way of a
hearth that never grows cold; and that he finds in his home. Here he
can relax and warm himself. Thus refreshed he can return to the
woods and fields, to whatever task may be his calling. It is at home
that he will be drawn to whatever there is for him to do of good and
right in the most distant corner of the world. The brotherhood of
man cannot grow in the untended soil of a rootless life: it must be
watched and cared for at home, as the delicate garden plant needs
watching and care in the greenhouse. But once it has safely sprouted
there, you may transplant it to any soil you wish, and it will flourish.
-HEINRICH PESTALozzi, The Education of Man, Philosophical Library .
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Motion Picture
THE CRESSET

evaluates one of the world's most powerful forces

N oat one

every movie-goer has,
time or another, expressed dissatisfaction with the
products that come from the Hollywood assembly line. We may not
agree wholeheartedly with George
Jean Nathan's famous pronouncement that we "cannot hope for a
Hollywood picture that wouldn't
make a self-respecting coalheaver
belch," but we cannot doubt that
there is a growing indifference
toward, and resentment against,
mediocre films.
Figures released by the Audience
Research Institute reveal a 20 per
cent attendance drop in the motion-picture theaters. It is apparent, too, that motion-picture
producers need something more
than the overworked slogan
"Movies are better than ever" if
they wish to recapture lost audiences.
In our preoccupation with films
designed primarily for entertainment we often overlook the advances that have been made by
the film medium in other fields.
DOUBT
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Gloria Waldron, a member of the
educational board of the Twentieth Century Fund, presents a
comprehensive report of these significant advances in her excellent
book The Information Film (Columbia University Press).
Miss Waldron writes:
Of all the great revolutions in technology since the invention of printing, perhaps the new techniques of
mass communication have had the
most insistent impact on our daily
lives. It is nearly impos>ible to deter·
mine how deeply movies, the radio,
telephones, and wireless transmission
have affected us. . . .
Film adds a new dimen:>ion to enlightenment and education, just as
printing did in the fifteenth century.
It also adds a new dimension to art,
entertainment, science, and human
relations. How thorough·going its
application will be, or how beneficial,
one cannot tell.

Miss Waldron reports that
Thomas A. Edison
in his enthusiasm for motion picture>,
expected them completely to revolu-
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tionize education and never dreamed
in the early pioneering days that films
would be used chiefly for entertainment rather than education.

•
)

It is a matter of record that
Edison predicted that films would
replace textbooks "in ten years."
AI though this prediction was
wrong, The Information Film
points up the value and the effectiveness of educational, industrial,
and documentary films, as well as
the ever growing demand for, and
use of, such films.
Only a small beginning has been
made in the production and distribution of the information film.
In the concluding chapter of her
important survey Miss Waldron
says:
As yet we do not fully understand
how significant and how many-sided
film may be. But surely it can be a
far more effective instrument for adult
education, culture, and recreation
than it now h. The information film
is a frontier in the world of knowledge and culture yet to be explored
in a conscious, imaginative, and purposeful way.

•

This has been a dull month for
your reviewer. The usual end-ofwinter slump in motion-picture
releases seems to me to be even
"slumpier" than in other years.
Take, for instance- and you are
welcome to take it or leave itMrs. O'Malley and Mr. Malone

(M-G-~).
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Was this worth a trip
over Icy streets and highways?
Decidedly not. Newcomer James
Whitmore is mildly convincing in
the role of radio's notorious criminal lawyer John J. Malone. Marjorie Main snorts, guffaws, and
twitches her way through the pari
of the frowsy Mrs. O'Malley witl
predictable regularity. That's all
folks! It isn't much.
The Man Who Cheated Him·
self (2oth Century-Fox) strays a
step or two off the beaten path
of detective fiction. Here the detective conceals or distorts evidence
in order to be able to protect the
killer. Is it necessary to add that
the killer is an attractive woman?
There is very little suspense-and
even less sense-to this limp and
vapid production.
Humphrey Bogart switches from
his usual gangster status and takes
his stand on the side of the law in
The Enforcer (Warners), a gory
film based on the criminal record
o£ the infamous Brooklyn band
known as Murder, Inc. A highsounding opening address by Senator Estes Kefauver leads one to
expect an important social document. But The Enforcer is not a
social document. It is a shocking
account of violence and brutality.
Because it piles murder upon murder and crime upon crime, it loses
its impact long before the picture
ends.
Moody music, mysterious hap-
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penings, stark and desolate settings, psychopathic vagaries, a
touch of Freud, and a topheavy
plot-these are the ingredients inexpertly assembled to make Th e
Second Woman (United Artists).
Our sympathy goes out to the
principals, who suffer the stings
and arrows of outrageous fortune
in this superficial probing into
the workings of the mind. If any.
Mind, that is.
The IJth L etter (2oth CenturyFox, Otto Preminger) takes us to
a picturesque small town in the
province of Quebec, Canada. A
series of anonymous poison-pen
letters has disturbed the tranquility of the little community.
Who is responsible? The identity
of the sender is not known until
the fatal thirteenth letter appears.
It is regrettable that this film
moves so slowly. The aura of suspense that hangs over the early
action is frittered away by an overcareful attention to detail. Th e
IJth Letter, adapted from the
French film The Raven, is one of
the last pictures to be produced
under the direction of the late
Mr. Preminger. The real-life background is excellent, and the acting is good. But Mr. Preminger
failed in his attempt to build a
powerful and dramatic climax.
Tay Garnett is more successful
in Cause for Alarm (M-G-M). This
is the story of a young wife's
frantic attempts to regain posses-

sion of a letter which falsely accuses her of infidelity and murder. Loretta Young achieves a brilliant performance in the role of
the distraught housewife. She has
able support from a fine cast. Here
good acting, a well-made script,
sensitive direction, and arresting
photography combine to create a
taut, suspense-filled melodrama.
Storm Warning (Warners), The
Sound of Fury (United Artists),
and Under the Gun (UniversalInternational) all deal with social
problems. Storm Warning presents
a hardbitten but somewhat lurid
attack on the machinations of the
Ku Klux Klan, The Sound of
Fury portrays in an inept and
superficial manner the dangers
inherent in mob violence, and
Under the Gun is a moderately
exciting but lightweight indictment of one clause in Florida's
penal code. There is no middle
ground for so-called "message"
pictures. Producers should feel
constrained to keep such films on
a high plane. Pictures of this kind
should be honest, forthright, and
free from frills. All too often they
are merely cheap and sensational.
The world of the cinema has
acclaimed Bette Davis' performance in All About Eve, the film
which recently won many high
honors. Miss Davis' new picture,
Payment on Demand (RKORadio) will not call forth additional cries of adulation. It is, alas,

'
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dull, tasteless, and anemic. The
late Jane Cowl appears briefly in
effective sequences.
September Affair (Paramount)
is nothing more than highfalutin'
la-de-da soap opera. Frankly, this
sort of inane drivel tries my patience almost beyond endurance.
Here we have a good musical score,
a star-studded cast of big-name
players, a swank setting, a great
pretense of culture-with a capital
C, dear children-and all for what?
Only to serve as a background for
the most idiotic dialogue imaginable and for a plot which should
have stayed bottled up in an inkwell .
By way of contrast there is I'd
Climb the Highest Mountain (2oth
Century-Fox). This adaptation of
Carra Harris' well-known book A
Circuit Rider's Wife is not a great
film. It is episodic, somewhat overdrawn at times, and liberally
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sprinkled with corn. It may be,
as the producers contend, that this
is strictly for nonurban audiences.
But the picture has charm and
color and a wholesome down-toearth quality that is refreshing in
these parched and arid days.
And now for some new westerns
-westerns all decked out in bright
technical or. Vengeance Valley is a
better-than-average saga of the old
West. Sugarfoot (Warners) runs
true to form, and Dallas (Warners)
manages to raise its stock story
about desperadoes and ex-Confederate Gary Cooper a cut or two
above mediocrity. The Great Missouri Raid (Paramount) continues
a trend which is deplorable and
should be stopped. This pseudohistorical yarn whitewashes and
glorifies Jesse James and his notorious gang. A dead hoodlum is
still a hoodlum and should not
be turned into a hero.

Mankind must have laws, and conform to them, or their life would
be as bad as that of the most savage beast. And the reason is that no
man's nature is able to know what is best for human society; or
knowing, always able and willing to do what is best.

-The Dialogues of Plato, Book IX

E

SHALL keep our fingers crossed

W until we see this issue in finished
form. The past month has been a rat

race what with trying to get an editorial
board functioning and an office set up.
We dimly remember copy coming in
amid the confusion but we would not
be at all surprised if a requisition
form had slipped in somewhere as a
feature article.
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theless, it was agreed that the article
should be run as a step toward bringing
a very vexing problem into focus.
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Of our other feature writers, Professor Graebner is director of placement
and a member of the department of
education and psychology (and a son
of our late colleague
of the "Astrolabe");
Mr. Scherer is a graduate of Concordia
Seminary and of the
University of Chicago, presently teaching
in the department of
sociology; and Dr.
Koenker is a member
of the department of
religion and a member of the editorial
board of the CREsSF.T.

Our leading feature article this
month, "What About
Planned Parenthood?", was written
by a young mother
who received her degree "with high distinction" from Valparaiso University in
January. This is her
first effort at writing
for publication and
'r"l
she wrote somewhat
reluctantly because
Next month, we
of her lack of a forshall look at the
PROBLEMS
mal theological backsports situation, parground. The value of
ticularly in the light
CONTRIBUTORS
her article, it seems
of the recent basketFINAL NOTES
to us, lies in the fact
ball scandals. There
that it indicates how
will also be a report
one Christian , who
by one of our more
has had to come to
attractive colleagues
on her recent bicycle
some decision on the
matter, has answered
trip through western
the question.
Europe, an odyssey
It might be said that there is by no
which left her shaken but eager to get
means complete agreement among our
back to the bouncy cobblestones. And if
editors on Mrs. Wienhorst's approach or we can find anyone who appears to
conclusions. In editorial meetings, it was
have mastered the art, we hope to get
pointed out, for instance, that the Ro- some information on how to relax. For
man Catholic position is a carefullythis last article, we will obviously have
worked out and consistent one. Neverto go beyond our staff.

Tlu
Editor's
Lamp
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