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2 THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS 

STAFF THOUGHTS 
D_ev~lopil_lg se~sitivity is as important 

Chnstians In their everyday lives as it . f 
Deaconesses working in the Church p~str 

lf "th · lC U yourse as a person WI antennae aimed . 
different dir ections concerned with bein~n 
tune" with the total world around you Thi 
part o~ living ~our life. to the fullest G~d-giv 
potential e.n!lbling you In tu~~ to give to other 

Be sens1hve to your position as a loyal 
worker to your Pastor. The more you live out t~ 
mea~ng of these words "lo_Yal" and "co-worke 
the finer and more effective your relationsh 
will be. He is also your Pastor; be sensitive 
this and let it ~nrich yo~r life. In addition to th 
other people In your life, there will be tho 
to whom you are called to minister-your a 

tennae ought to be aimed in their direction especially. Know th 
needs, frustrations , and joys of the various age levels-they wi 
sense your sensitivity and respond to It. Then your prime iob 0 
bringing them the Living Word will not be something stiff and 
artificial but part of the unified whole of living with these people 
A great deal of sensitivity will be necessary on your part in the 
whole area of traditions. Here you may often times be required 
to bend, to give a little, to adapt. 

Aim those antennae in the direction of the "outside" world 
too. Know the latest news events, be aware of the local sports pic· 
ture-care about the things which make up the lives of tho e 
around you. Show by your daily appearance that you care enough 
about your people to attempt to look your very best-be sensitive 
to the total image you are projecting. 

Finally let me urge you to point those antennae in the direr· 
tion of your Lord. Be sensitive to the fact that He every day in· 
vades your life as you are born again in Christ. Above all, be sensi· 
tive to the forgiveness of sins-live with this as the focal point 
in your life. 
CPortions of an address to Deaconess students. 10/ 63. LHW) 
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DEACONESS INTERN E IN INSTITUTIONAL 
A MISSI ONS 

oncss Interne Merrilee Melber{!. teaching child ren at Fort "\tVayne State School. 

1Pastor Robert Gevers, Institutional Chaplain for the Luther
:\lissionary Association of Fort Wayne, Indiana, has, along 

ith Pastor Clarence Mueller, worked with a Deaconess Interne 
r two years. Pastor Gevers in the following article outlines one 

t the areas in which he feels a Deaconess Interne can be most 
fective.) 

One of the most desperate needs of people confined to a 
ng-term hospital, a nursing home, a State School or some other 
milar institution is the need for the listening presence of another 

person. 
Attendants, nurses, and other professional people are too 

u Y with necessary routines to listen to the rambling reminisc
~ of the patient. Visiting friends and relatives are too busy re
ting eyerything they have been doing to listen to the petty go
gs-on m the patient's life. 
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Even the visiting pastor or chaplain may be too 
"make the rounds" to offer more than a glad hand, a brf:tssect 
and a remark about the weather. Pra~e 

Here, it seems to me; the deacol!-ess _interne, in an institutio 
setting, can make her finest contnbution. Unharried and ~a 
she comes! She comes to listen! qu1e 

The Deaconess interne is somewhat limited in her sphe. 
service. She cann?t,_ of course, pr~ach or serv~ the, ~oly Com~u 0 

ion She lacks training and expenence to do IntensiVe counsel· 
But she can serve by listening! 111 

Pastor Gevets consults with Merrilee regarclinf!, her week,s wot'k. 

~istening m.eans not just hearing words spoken by ano.ther 
but It means being alert and sensitive to the feelings and Idea 
beh'nd the words of the patient. Listening involves waiting 
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. . f r the patient to feel comfortable and .secure in Y?Ur 
a1ung 0waiting for him to get past the usual soc1al pleasantrres, 
o~1panyf, r him to give expression to how he really feels and 
aitiDg 0 . 

binks and believes. . 

hrase of a song comes to mind: ''Love is a waiting 
T?,eA~d that's right! In the person of the deaconess interne 

amr~ve of God reaches to the patient. But Love does not merely 
he h by Neither does Love push or pry. Love waits, and when 
:sHeart's door opens Love floods in. 

The deaconess. inte~ne is a channel for that Love, especially 
in the ministry of llsten1ng. 

This is r:ot to say that the interne does no talking. (What 
roman could possibly exercise that much restraint!) But she lis
tens "first and mostly," so that when she does speak she uses the 
right and the best words to direct the patient to the Word! 

There are opportunities for the deaconess interne to serve in 
other capacities in an institutional setting, such as Sunday School 
and Bible Class teacher. But I truly believe her finest contribution 
to the· many hundreds she meets in her interne year is her mini
try of listening. 

STATEMENT 

Statement of ownership, management, and circulation as re
quested by the United States Post Office. 

The Lutheran Deaconess is owned and published by the 
Lutheran Deaconess Association, 3714 South Hanna, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, the Rev. Walter C. Gerken, Executive DirectoT. This 
magazine is published four times each year and is edited by the 
Rev. Walter C. Gerken and Deaconess Lucille Wiese. 

There are no known bondholders, mortgagees and other se
curity holders owning or holding '1 % or more of the total amount 
of bonds, mortgages, or other securities. 

The Lutheran Deaconess has a free circulation of over 18,000 
copies per issue mailed both to individuals and in bulk to groups 
within the Church. 
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New Refrigerator at Deaconess Hall 

The new bronze-colored refri{!,erator at Deaconess Hall. This was a gift from 
Cl oeland Deaconess Society. 
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COLLOQUIUM PLANS ANNOUNCED 

A colloquium on "The Diakonia of the Church in a New Age" 
been planned for .May 1-3, 1964, to celebrate 20 _years ?f part:r hip in the educatiOn of Deaco~es.ses by Valpar~o Umversity 

d the Lutheran Deaconess Association. The colloquium will take f eon the campus of Valparaiso University. This has been made 
a~ible through a $5,660 fraternal benevolence grant from Aid 

po sociation for Lutherans, Appleton, Wisconsin. 

Participants will study the nature of the Diakonia as well as 
recommendations for expansion to enable the church to make 
fuller use of the ta.lents .G.od ~as .given .his people and 'Yhich can 
be utilized in special mirustnes In vanous areas. A primary ob-
ective of the colloquium will be to implement the enlargement of 

the area of service to the church-at-large. 

The weekend activities will begin on Friday evening and con
clude on Sunday noon. Approximately 50 people will be participat
mg. The Rev. Dr. Roland Wiederaenders, First Vice President of 
ynod, will be the preacher for the Sunday morning service. 

CONFERENCE AND SEMINAR DATES ANNOUNCED 

The Lutheran Deaconess Conference will meet at Concordia 
College, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 29-July 1. This three-day 
meeting will be followed by a two-day Seminar, also taking place 
on Concordia's campus. This will be the Conference's first attempt 
~t a Seminar meeting combined with the annual Conference meet· 
mg. 
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Gifts from Students 

Ba horitch l ft and Carol Hellweg, right, admire Richard 
th Good h pherd-a gift to Deaconess Hall from the 

t It ina ther in 1962-63. 

DA FINANCIAL CONDITION BASIS OF 
DISCUSSION 

I narv Board of Directors of the LDA met Janu 
oncordia enior College, Fort Wayne Indian 

ion included routine reports and general hu 
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retirement bill on ~eaconess Hall_ due July 1 will be 
pnnciple. plus approximately_ $2,500 _Interest. Our friends 
n faithful and our support IS growing-for this we are 
H \\ erer the growth in contributions has not been large 
match the rapid expansion of our program. Our budget 

1 doubled over the past five years. (1957-58-$66,672.00. 
------~102.000) 

re ·olved at the board meeting to appoint a planning 
.-truu~e~ con tituted for the purposes of liquidating our debt. 

n the expansion of our present plant and considering 
r in , ·hich the Association may be regionally organized. 

DEACONESSES AT WORK IN NIGERIA 

Mary Ann Medirich: Deaconess Nurse 

J)c>aconess }. ftmf A111t all(/ o ti1111. 11r • 
nwtlfn' patient. 
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Mary Ann writes, "As far. as our c~urch, ~hrist the K 
Chapel, is concerned, I w_ork ~1th th~ senw:r: ch~1r as an advi~ng 
nd have organized a children s cho1r. I wnte hturgies mi· or 

a . 1 . . t· 1 ' rneo raph special bulletins exp a1rung a par 1cu ar occasion or festiv· · 
fn the Church, prepare the Adv_ent wreaths or ot~eT sp_ecial item a! 

rganize the ushers, and occasionally teach conf1rmahon or S . o , un 
day School. 

A class conducted blf Deaconess Mart/ Ann using the flip chart she designed 

. De~coness Mary Ann has had to put her versatility into prac
tice durmg the past months. When the business manager went on 
leave, she was asked to step in and assume the responsibilities 
of the business office of the· hospital. Here she finds herself in ~he 
center of the hospital activity-running office machines, makmg 
out payrolls, checking electrical wiring, etc. 
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Betty Bader: Deaconess Teacher 

oness Betty Bader graduated fro1n Valpruaiso in 1961 
Deacsent to Nung Udoe, Nigeria, the following fall. She re

an.dr ~ater teacher training .at. Concordia College, .seward, Ne
e!\ e. She is acting as pnnc1pal of Nau Memonal Lutheran 
brask~· a two year secondary course for girls with emphasis in 
~~?0~ and home economics. Betty reports to us, "The students, 

e 1come from three· different language groups , range in ages 
~~ '14-21. Some of th.e stud~nts terminat~ t.heir education af~er 
he course; others continue with nurses training or teacher train-

mg. 

The school has a staff of four teachers, three of whom are 
'igerians. Through this school we have both the privilege and 

dutv to speak to many for whom the Lord died and rose again." 

{ rital pa1't of the day at Nau Memorial Lutheran School-the morning devotions, 
d lnt Deaconess Bettq. 

D~aconess Betty is now in the states on a six month furlough 
and Will resume her duties in July. While home she is attending 
he University of Nebraska. ' 
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Deaconess Betty Bader teachin{!, in Ni{!,erian Lutheran School. 
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