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As Winter Comes
centuries, men saw history
as a great ocean within which
the tides rose periodically and retreated periodically, each movement obeying a kind of law of
inevitability and to be accepted
as the given condition of the moment, to be neither bragged about
nor lamented but simply accepted.
It is only quite recently, as
man's history goes, that the idea
of Progress has come along to
afflict man with the idea of a
world in which nothing decays,
in which youth never passes into
middle-age, summer never gives
way to fall, life never ends in
death. And concomitant with the
idea of Progress has come the idea
of Crisis which, in its . least complicated form, . would seem to be
essentially the idea of an interruption or reversal of what we have
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taken to be progress, whether in
the area of international affairs
or in the changing fortunes of our
own lives.
It is not our purpose to pose
as historians and champion any
particular interpretation of history. We do believe that history
has a purpose, that what is has
been ordained, dangerous as it
would be for any one of us, at any
given moment, to try to pick out
specifically the threads of purpose
which bind history together. But
as the seasons change, we cannot
help noting that the prospects of
subdued light and chilling temperatures which we would have
found abhorrent in July seem not
only tolerable but altogether fitting at this .season of the year. We
do not hate November because it
is not July. Each season has its
own grace and the peculiar grace
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of any one season would be incongruous and even revolting in another.
In what season does Western
man find himself? We do not profess to know. Perhaps we are in
the March turbulence of a new
world springing to life, perhaps
we are in the season of November's storms and snows. Clearly
we are in a time which is different
from the times of a decade ago or
a half century ago and while those
days may hold a nostalgic charm
for us, it is profitless to bewail
their passing or to wish their return. If 1951 is the November of
the Western world as we have
known it, it can bring with it November's charms and challengesthe soft snows of God's forgiveness
covering the weary earth, the chill
of His winds driving us to seek
warmth within.

treaty down the throats of the
other nations that had been at war
with Japan. The complaint might
come with good grace from Australia and the Philippines, both of
which made contributions matching their abilities to the defeat of
Japan. It comes with singularly
poor grace from the USSR which
entered the war only after it was,
for all practical purposes, over.
There have been complaints
also about the privileges which
the United States has demanded
in Japan under the terms of the
treaty. In the abstract, these privileges do seem to strike a jarring
note in what is otherwise a rather
unselfish treaty. It must be remembered, however, that the
privileges with respect to maintaining troops in Japan are only
necessary corollaries to obligations
which we have already accepted
for the defense of Japan and the
free nations of the Far East. Instead of complaining, we should
War's End ...
be happy that finally, after all
HE decision of the Western
of these years, we have abandoned
powers to proceed with mak- the policy of accepting obligaing peace with Japan and Ger- tions willy-nilly without bothermany is, to our thinking, a case ing with whether we are in a posiof the expedient thing coinciding tion to carry them through. If
with the moral thing and we are our policy with respect to the Far
happy that the West has got on East and particularly with respect
with the treaty making in spite to Japanese expansion had been
of the intransigence of the Com- as realistic before 1941, there
munist bloc.
might never have been any occaThere have been complaints sion· to walk the long road from
that we rammed the Japanese Pearl Harbor to San Francisco.
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The treaty with Japan has been
a good first step. We must now
do equally well in ending the war
with Germany. It is to be hoped
that the vengeful element among
us has had its bucket of blood
from Germany and will permit
saner counsels to deal with the
problem of reconstructing the core
of Europe. For both economically
and geographically, Germany is
just that. We must, in making
peace, bet everything upon the
willingness of Germany to re-enter
the family of nations as a peaceful
and responsible member. We may,
of course, lose the gamble. But
surely the gamble is to be preferred to the certainty of another
World War which is implicit in
a power vacuum in central Europe.

Storm Over Seymour, Indiana
HALL is a
25-yeax-old art teacher in the
public schools of Seymour, Indiana. Seemingly, she has some rather strong ideas about the evils of
liquor which, at worst, involve
nothi~g more serious than the
common mistake of confusing
morality with religion. Anyway,
being young and full of idealistic
anger at the liquor interests, she
joined an organization called
American Youth for Political Action in order! as she said; "to put
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Christian principles into political
action."
Well, as it turns out, the AYPA
is another of those alleged "front
organizations" and you can imagine the excitement in Seymour,
Indiana, when the school board
found that their little art teacher
was practically an alternate member of the Politburo with a special
interest in "furthering the rights
of minority groups." But the board
was no · more surprised than was
Miss Donna June Hall who, it
seems, had joined the AYP A
under the impression that it was
the youth division of the Prohibition party. With masterful understatement, Miss Hall said that she
felt that she had been misled and
that she now wants nothing to do
with it (the AYPA).
So far, so good. One would expect now that the board would
remember that Miss Hall is only
25 years old and would let her off
with, at most, a reminder that
skim milk sometimes masquerades
as cream and it pays to read the
fine print. But not so. The superintendent of schools wants a real
Moscow-style recantation out of
the lass, complete with an avowal
that she does not now have, and
never has had, any communistic
tendencies and that she wants
nothing to do with the AYPA at
any time. Even that, by straining
our charity a bit, we can excuse
as just another of the lapses into
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authoritarianism which even a
good democrat is likely to suffer
now and then. But he asks something else which we can not excuse and which, while we are talking about retracting, we think he
had better consider retracting.
What the superintendent demands is that Miss Hall assure the
school board that "some of her
views out of line with group thinking" will not become 'paramount
issues in her teaching. What is
this "group thinking" business
and what does it have to do with
teaching in the public schools?
Groups do not think. People think.
If certain people in Seymour, Indiana, think certain things about
certain matters, that is their business. They could, of course, be
wrong. It is not the function of a
teacher to transmit error, most
certainly not to transmit error
consciously. And to those who
would get off the hook by claiming that an art teacher has no business talking about anything but
art in her classes, the answer must
be that a teacher is first of all a
human being involved in a human
interaction with other human
beings and only secondarily the
dispenser of some particular
branch of training or knowledge.
As for whether the teacher's views
on this or that subject will become
"paramount issues in her teaching," the superintendent will have
to take the mush out of his mouth

before we can comment on that.
Any teacher will tell you that what
the teacher thinks he has gotten
across as ·paramount points and
what the student thinks he has
derived as paramount points are
two quite different things.
Are we all really so scared of the
scared men in Moscow?

Whew!
indebted to the
Doubleday Company for the
information that Ages in Chaos
has been postponed from November 8, 1951, to February 7• 1952.
Unfortunately, the reference is
to Immanuel Velikovsky's new
book rather than to the time in
which we live.

W

E ARE

Senatorial Eloquence
Senate of the United States
has numbered some of the
most eloquent orators of all time
among its members. One thinks
of Daniel Webster, Edward Everett, Charles Sumner, Stephen
Douglas, Gentleman Jim Watson,
and a host of other orotund oracles
who have, at one time or another,
undertaken to speak for "the
peeeepul." And while a more earnest commentator might get exercised about the often trifling in-
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tellectual content of such orations
it would ill behoove an old barnburner like ourselves to cast any
stones. Oratory is an art and, like
all art, must be judged as much
by form as by content.
On that basis, we welcome to
the ranks of the great senatorial
orators Senator Paul Douglas, of
Illinois. Both in form and in content he proved himself the most
eloquent spokesman of our times
when, in debate on military expenditures, he let out one shrill,
wordless yell and left the chamber.
Smaller men talked about the
Senator's "collapse" and "exhaustion." A few of the more discerning commentators recognized the
yell as a sign, not of weakness or
defeat but of sudden and overwhelming lucidity-the outcry of
a conscience too rigid to bend, the
protest of an intelligence pressed
beyond its limit.

Short Story
children, if you will
A all now,
tuck your feet up under
ND

you and wipe the ice cream off
your faces, Uncle Gregory Peck
will tell you the story of David
and Bathsheba, from the picture
of the same name.
"We have a great combinationreligion and sex-in 'David and
Bathsheba.' David gets into as
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much Dutch as a fellow can get
into. He has four or five wives
before he spots the redhead [Susan
Hayward]. His own son, Absalom,
turns on him. The prophet Nathan [how Raymond Massey plays
that part!] warns him, but he goes
so far out on the limb you think
it will break. Then he goes straight
to the Man upstairs and promises
to work differently in the future .
It proves that everything will be
O.K. if we can only get back to
God.''
Let us pray.

Bon Mot
that can quickT en theis nothing
fires of envy faster in
HERE

a professional writing man than
to have someone come along and
capture, in one perfect phrase, the
whole complex of thoughts and
ideas he has been trying for months
to isolate and pin down on paper.
It is therefore with envy, but with
sincere appreciation, that we congratulate Ernest Lefever, a student
at Yale University, who, in an address to 5,ooo young Methodists
assembled this summer at Purdue
University, assailed the "Reader's
Digest morality" which is being
preached from Protestant pulpits
-a morality which is "an unholy
conglomeration of Dale Carnegie
success, Norman Vincent Peale
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happiness, Rotarian good will and
Mr. Milquetoast timidity."
"Reader's Digest morality."
That is precision twice refined. It
covers the buttery voiced parsons
with their interminable spoutings
of bad poetry; the obscene funeral
services with their sentimental
slobberings about Beautiful Isles
Off Somewheres; the ridiculous
morning services in which some
sexless sport who hasn't sufficient
passion to sin exhorts a couple
hundred other passionless sports
to avoid murder, rape, the use of
witchcraft, and treason; the youth
meetings which could be innocent
if they were not so overpoweringly
dull; and the whole antiseptic
atmosphere which, in most Protestant churches, passes for "a devotional atmosphere."
And it covers also the morality
of our lives-our preoccupation
with once-a-day bathing, with
twice-a-day tooth brushing, with
dusting and sweeping and grass
cutting and reading "clean" literature and teaching the kids to say
"Please" and "Thank you" and
blushing prettily when we occasionally tell a dirty joke. And
meanwhile the poor go unhelped,
the hungry unfed, the sick and
imprisoned unvisited, the naked
unclothed, the dark-pigmented
segregated, the erring unwarned,
and the backsliders unsought. Of
us, as of another generation of
good church people, it may well

be said: "The publicans and harlots go into the Kingdom before
you."

Sioux City Sioux
we cannot find a text to
S introduce
what we are about
INCE

to say we will coin a proverb and
carry on from there. The proverb
says, "There is nothing more
peaceful than a burping lion" and
we want to carry on with a discussion of what happened in Sioux
City, Iowa, when an American
soldier who was killed in Korea
was about to be lowered into his
grave.
His wife, it will be recalled, had
bought a burial lot unaware of the
stipulation that the cemetery was
restricted to Caucasians. Cemetery
officials evidently did not learn
until just as the coffin was being
lowered into the grave that the
dead soldier was tainted with Indian blood and so, fearing perhaps
the complaints of other tenants,
they ordered the coffin removed.
Fortunately the story has a happy
ending for President Truman
promptly offered the body a resting place in Arlington cemetery.
But to get back now to our
proverb. It is easy for us to condemn aggression, to talk piously
about the rights of little nations
and backward people, but we
keep forgetting that the area
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which you and we now occupy
was not always in the Smith or
Swanson or Schultz or Santangelo
family. There was a time when it
belonged to people with names
like Hiawatha and Massasoit and
Powhatan and Geronimo. Nor did
we in every case acquire title by
coming over here, working hard,
saving our wampum, and even·
tually buying the land from the
people who owned it.· Sometimes
we did it that way, but more often
we just plain moved in, shot up
the local gentry, and started put·
ting in fence posts. It is easy to
forget that, you know, but what
more forceful reminder could
there be than this spectacle of an
Indian being forbidden even a
last resting place in the earth
which his fathers once owned?
Peaceful indeed we are as a
people. But what kind of peaceful·
ness may we claim? Is ours the
peacefulness of the blessed meek
or is it the glutted peacefulness of
the burping lion?

A Statesman Counsels
us hope that the voice of
ex·President Herbert C. Hoo·
ver, heard throughout the nation
in his 77th birthday message,
struck a responsive chord in the
hearts of the American people.
Mr. Hoover spoke emphatically
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about the "cancerous" evils which
he observes to have infected Amer·
ican society and life.
With profound sincerity, the
veteran statesman deplored that
in our striving after the "new"
in all areas of life we have lost
much of the "old" which has made
our nation great and which is still
essential for keeping America
strong morally, socially, and poli·
tically. Among the "old" virtues
which he feels need to be rewoven
into our social fabric are the vir·
tues "of religious faith, . . . of
integrity and the whole truth, ...
of incorruptible service and honor
in public office, ... of patriotism,
real love of country and willing·
ness to sacrifice for it." He ex·
pressed great concern about the
"propaganda gadgets" used to con·
ceal the truth and make the public
receptive to the variety of the pro·
posed "new" ideals and practices
which often, unfortunately, do not
include the New Testament.
Mr. Hoover's analysis of our
trend brings to mind St. Paul's
observation of the Athenians in
his day "who spent their time on
nothing else but either to tell or
to hear some new thing." It was in
this Greek culture that the apostle
found moral corruption and social
decay at the lowest ebb.
America needs to heed the warn·
ing of its aged ex·President, who
still sees hope for the future if the
American people "sense the frauds

8

The CRESSET

on men's minds and morals," face
about, and give true evidence that
their "moral indignation is on the
march again." In other words,
penitent return to God is our great
need of the hour.

Decline of the Clergy?
the accidents of birth
O for ofwhich
we have always
NE

been grateful is that we were born
into a church which has a minimum of sumptuary legislation
about eating and drinking and
the use of tobacco. Indeed, one
of our earliest and most treasured
memories is the memory of the
delightful odor of the ten-cent
cigars which our pastor smoked
(and which, today, cost 170! cents
apiece). With youthful logic, we
concluded that the pastor must be
a person of more than ordinary
consequence because our parochial
school principal (than whom we
could hardly imagine a more august person) smoked cigars the
very odor of which betrayed that
their quality was inferior to those
of the pastor, and the second
teacher smoked only the lowly
cigarette.
We therefore view with alarm
the decline of the cigar among
our clergy and the substitution of
the cigarette. As a matter of stern
economic necessity, the switch-over
is understandable and if it is the

result of nothing more basic than
economic necessity we will not
worry overmuch. But there is the
matter of the psychology of smoking and that is what troubles us.
The cigar is both a Ding an
sich (ah there, Kant!) and a symbol. It complements the placid
soul, the serene mind, and the controlled emotions. Find a man with
a cigar and you have found a
granite soul who will stick to the
wheel while the ship goes down.
Aside from a slight tendency to
pontificate and pat small children
on the head, your typical cigar
smoker is a man of dignity, probity, and good will.
But the cigarette is the mark of
the activist, the "go-getter," the
''rather-burn-out- than-rust-out"
chap who is going to redesign the
chancel in the morning and build
a new parish hall in the afternoon.
No pontificating or patting small
children on the head for your
cigarette smoker. He's a Gospel
salesman with a ten-minute sales
talk and an appointment at the
airport in thirteen minutes.
It could be, of course, that we
just meet the wrong preachers.
Perhaps there are still, out in the
parishes where souls are cured,
good men who meet the problems
of their people with the same calm
deliberation that they give to clipping and lighting their cigars. If
such there be, may their tribe mcrease.

•

Latter~ Totem Poles
By LESTER H. LANGE

A ccoRDING to Mr. Philip Wylie,
l*"Tl'ie-time in which we live
may be known as the "lower Kinsey epoch of the atomic age." There
is a flippancy in this remark, but
I'll go along with it, for the words
probably say a good deal more
than the author meant to say.
The meaning I would put into
the phrase is that there exists in
certain fundamental fields of human endeavor a very definite but
seemingly unrecognized naivete.
There exists a lassitude with respect to those issues which many
of us regard as truly meaningful
in human life. In these latter days
of what we call Modern Science
the state of the metaphysics and
theology of men of science in general can aptly be described as one
of incompleteness bordering on
tragic naivete. Men of theology
today also apparently suffer from
a similar radical defect. A large
portion of the scientific world regards the activities of theologians
as meaningless and, conversely,
work in the sciences is held to be

fruitless by many theologians.
Both sides are in error.
It is assumed that we all know
what we mean when we call this
the "atomic" age. The "lower
Kinsey epoch" part is another matter. The physical sciences have
advanced almost unbelievably in
the past few hundred years and
this advance has brought us into
the atomic age. I suggest that the
failure of the scientific world to
maintain a truly logical course
makes it precisely correct to say
that this is the "lower Kinsey
epoch" of that atomic age.
The prospect before the man of
today is one of unreasoning and
clamorous destruction, though
masses of people continue to conduct their affairs in the spirit of
"business as usual." Strenuous and
high quality effort on the part of
both theologians and scientists
could change this state of affairs.
Open hysteria on a large scale is
not in evidence, but a latent hysteria seems to be widespread.
There was hysteria when the
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French first fired cannon balls
which were chainedetogether. At
that time there were those who
voiced the opinion that the introduction of this horrible weapon
would surely make wars an impossibility. It was thought that the
fear of retaliation in kind would
surely freeze men into a peaceful
state. Such was not, unhappily,
the case. The invention of poisonous war gases came later and provides us with an analogous situation. On the field of destruction
the march of man's feet has been
accompanied by the march of the
products of his ingenuity, until
today the possession of weapons
to end all weapons makes the future more alarming than ever before.
Man's progress in the exercise
of his God-given ingenuity has
been one-sided. This fact lends the
greater portion of weight to an
overwhelmingly pessimistic outlook. The results of man's study
of the humanities have not kept
pace with the results posted in the
scientific realm. Inequities and irrationalities continue to provide
the tone in human relationships.
While the application of a cold
logic in the scientific compartment
of human affairs has given man
the power to commit suicide, he
finds himself without the assurance of being capable of preventing this suicide.
Why is this? It is in large meas-

ure the result of the fact that
members of the scientific world
share with the rest of the world's
population a certain preoccupation with the playthings of life.
(This is perhaps more true of
the American population than any
other.) And this is certainly illogical, unreasonable. Of course, this
preoccupation and these playthings are of a more subtle kind.
A glance through the Science sec- '
tion of Time magazine, for example, informs the reader of progress in matters dealing with such
things as mosquito killers, electron
astronomy, underwater radar, the
speed of jets, the cataloguing of
deep sea fish, mechanical turtles
and the synthesis of cortisone.
Not wishing to be unfair, let us
note that Tim e is not a scientific
journal, not a "trade paper." But
the situation in scientific journals
is not a great deal different in
tone. For there one finds, for the
most part, detailed discussion of
one or another of the tools of
present-day mathematics, or the
mechanics and techniques of the
physical sciences.
This is not to say that the tools
of mathematics and the techniques
of the physical sciences are unimportant. What is criticized is the
tone> which, rather subtly, pervades
the whole scene. The tone is one
of preoccupation with detail at the
expense of the more comprehensive and the more fundamental.

November 1951
'he days of Sir Isaac Newton
and his kind are apparently gone.
Despite the rather glaring (to us)
errors in thought which his age
bequeathed to succeeding generations, its passing is to be considered
as very sad. In those days, many
of the most important and scientifically prominent men had a
view of science which in essence
was different from views held today. Newton himself regarded the
study of theology as his prime
duty. This necessarily put all his
scientific work in proper perspective. Of course, the conception of
the universe as a machine and the
logically false arrival (through
analogy) at an artificer-Creator
from the observation of an artificecreation is to be lamented. But
here was an essential difference in
emphasis. The phrase "for the
glory of God" had not lost its
meaning, while today the life of
the usual scientist is characterized
by a withdrawal from the affairs
of humanity-and the affairs of
humanity are intimately connected
with the glory of God.
It must be said that the study
of science is a demanding taskmaster. The coryplexity and wealth
of detail in the sciences call for
devotion to scholarship. The scientist .finds it necessary to devote his
time to intensive study carried out
in an atmosphere of quietness.
Time for reflection on detail just
must be taken. Thus, the nature

11

of his studies requires, to a certain extent, a willful withdrawal
from other affairs. (The scientist
is not alone in this.) This willful
isolation is both understandable
and necessary. But, by this very
act of devotion to science in detail,
by the act of shutting himself up
in the laboratory, so to speak, the
scientist shuts himself off from
most of the problems of human
life and living.
The trouble is that this withdrawal has tended to become a
complete withdrawal. It is obvious
that this tendency must be reversed. There is no longer a place
for the disinterested or neutral
spectator, nor for the semi-spectator. Such a being is an anachronism-and an illogical one at that.
Illogical? Oh yes. For what could
be more unreasonable than to regard a part of a life spent here on
earth as more important than the
whole of it? .--Much of science is today recondite and inscrutable in tone. Some
scientists revel (unobtrusively, in
many cases) in the fact that their
studies have little, if any, relationship to life as a whole. Thus,
much of scientific activity is artistic in nature and this facet of science only serves to add to its compelling character. This is eminently understandable, but can a lack
of relationship to life be unqualifiedly condoned and even fostered?
The philosopher Kierkegaard an-
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swered by saying, "The high aloofness of indifferent learning is,
from the Christian point of view,
far from being seriousn!'!SS, it is,
from the Christian point of view,
jest and vanity."
This is not exactly the age-old
problem of the artist. I am not, for
example, speaking out against the
pure mathematician. Normally,
the sane and just proposition is
that the artist is worthy of his
keep. But, because that proposition presupposes normality, because it presupposes the reign of
a certain sanity in the world, it
very unfortunately hardly applies
in our times. It follows that the
isolation precious to science must
suffer, that the dov1 to the laboratory must at least stand open. For
if it is agreed that there exists an
urgent need for imagination and
rationality in the fundamentals
of human affairs, and if it is further agreed that these commodities are in dangerously short supply, is it not reasonable to hold
that they must be sought out and
brought into play? If there are
men in our society who seem to
possess a better than average capacity for rational thought, should
they not be called upon to devote
a meaningful portion of their time
to this particular need, to the
more important rather than the
less important?
Now, to say that the men of
today's science are qualified and

ultimately capable of making a
great contribution toward the restoration (if it ever existed) of a
state of sanity in the world is
perhaps to advance a rather dubious hypothesis. If we speak of
short term gains, perhaps the hypothesis is not too objectionable.
That is, we will probably agree
that more rationality, more sanity
in this world will better the lot of
man to a certain extent. Materially, almost without a doubt. Spiritually, to a limited extent, but, I
feel, to a significantly beneficial
extent.
I have said earlier that the science of today has failed to maintain a truly logical course. I can
raise several points to document
this statement. If scientific activity
is to be justified, and it can be,
it must have something to say
about that which is spiritually
fundamental in life and reality in
general. This aim it has tended
to forget. The easy road has been
taken. Men of science, in their
worship of the god Detail have
been inclined to regard the investigation of the reasons for and the
goals of human existence as an
inconsequential study. Eschatology
seems to be a meaningless word.
The · term "metaphysical" is used
as a word denoting "meaningless."
Statements about things which
cannot be measured are regarded
as prejudice and banality. This
state of affairs is not the upshot of
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rational procedure. It is largely
the result of submission to human
frailty.
Science, as defined today, does
not carry the meaning that the
term Wissenschaft did. Today, the
more general has given way to the
particular and the consequences
are those mentioned above. Usually, when a person restricts something of a general nature to some
particular instance he does so
quite consciously and with the intent of not forgetting the general.
This is usually done with the intent of highlighting only momentarily the particular phase of a
general study. The learned of today seem to have given up their
old hopes for Wissenschaft and
succumbed to the relative simplicity of a more restricted activity.
The restriction of itself is not to
be lamented. What is to be lamented is the concomitant lack
of interest and endeavor relating
to the really fundamental needs of
men on earth. This might be
termed secularism, for this lack
of interest embodies at least a
tacit refusal to recognize transcendental aims or objects. It also
tends to become a trap of egocentricity. Here is a role for the philosopher. The sciences must come
to realize that their isolation, their
specialization and almost selfish
compartmentalization are actually
serious and dangerous, not only
for the practicing scientist but for
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the people whose lives science
affects. Man's heart calls for the
exercise of reason. Man's frailty
and subtle laziness call for the
restriction of this exercise to what
is but a part of the true human
quest. This part is subsequently
confused with the whole of the
quest and the subsequent loss is
most tragic.
Recent history has shown a sad
trend in a practice which was long
held in esteem. That practice is
the writing of what are called
"apologies." There do not seem
to be many of these on the market
any more. When men in increasing numbers fail to publish these
defenses of their lives and pursuits, is it perhaps indicative of
the fact that they no longer feel
it necessary to do so? Or do they
consider it to be a meaningless
endeavor? It seems that if this
practice were once again to become widespread, the ills of humanity would diminish in intensity. For a man cannot hope to
justify his activities to the world
without doing some serious thinking about justifying them to himself. This attempt could only have
a beneficial effect on the world of
science, for in this attempt, the
writer would have to come up
against the spiritual fundamentals
of human life. He would, if you
please, be required to say something in the metaphysical realm.
In so doing, the scientist could
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exploit to great advantage his
rather unique prestige in the eyes
of the public. This prestige he
must recognize as something of a
mixed blessing. It requires that he
express himself openly on issues
which are nearest the heart of
mankind. The mere fact that many
of the eternal cravings of mankind go unrecognized and ignored
by many of the so-called great
thinkers of our age does not say
that those cravings do not exist.
But where would all this take
us? It would take us well along the
road to the sincere realization that
Science (capital S) cannot in and
of itself lead us to the truth with
a capital T. Taking slipshod metaphysics out of physical philosophy
has been a real gain. This is an
advance, for the very incompleteness of the natural sciences should
highlight the inadequacy of studying it alone. Alfred North Whitehead once put it this way, "When
you understand all about the sun
and all about the atmosphere and
all about the rotation of the earth,
you may still miss the radiance of
the sunset." There is more to life
than reaches the eye of natural
science. Not all of that which has
meaning to mankind can be put
into equations.
A recent survey, reported in a
magazine with a wide circulation,
shows that many scientists of today
do, as a matter of fact, look beyond what is usually termed na-

ture and do, for instance, posit a
God. This they do, however, in a
most private manner and their
public discourse rarely shows it.
This is perhaps the result of the
great scientist's very real concern
over being unobtrusive. Many of
the world's important scientists
are very humble persons. It seems
that "being reasonable," however,
should definitely include the scientist's testimony to the effect that
science does not have all the answers.
The scientist attempts to subject
his life to reason. In approaching
his life of reason, he adheres to
the principle that faulty conclusions based on incomplete knowledge but correct reasoning are far
preferable to correct results based
on fallacious reasoning. I suggest
that blind submission to this principle is a grievous error. It can
result in an idolatry of a most
pernicious type. It results in the
elevation of the human reason and
the standard of normalcy. The incompleteness to which human reasoning powers are applied can
never be a source of real satisfaction for the human soul's quest.
And reason should point this out.
The error of equating what is
"normal" to what "ought to be"
follows readily once this fundamental error occurs.
While scientists have been guilty
of what may be termed scientism,
all too many theologians have
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been guilty of obscurantism. If
one reads the history of science
he is again and again struck by
the tenacity of old ideas. A recent
example is the controversy which
arose over the acceptance of Einsteinian ideas about the universe.
Many scientists used other than
scientific argumentation in their
attempt to refute Einstein's ideas.
Just so have many theologians
continued to use non-theological
argumentation in their work. The
scientific personality abhors faulty
apologetics in the sciences. He and
mankind in general also abhor
them in theology.
In a very strict sense, theologians
also submit themselves to logical
procedure. Of course, they, like
scientists, must not allow this to
become their god. As pointed out
earlier, the inordinate elevation
of a restricted logical procedure
may be regarded as a type of
idolatry. Perhaps many people who
pass as our theologians today are
guilty of their own type of idolatry.
What is meant here is the attitude
of mind which greatly de-emphasizes and even ignores activity in
the sciences. It is an attitude which
often goes so far as to regard the
lives of even Christian men who
study in the sciences as tragically
lost to the Church. It is a frame
of mind which in its attacks on
"devilish reason" goes to extremes
that cannot be defended. It is an
approach which, at the drop of a
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hat, refers to a matter as a ques·
tion of faith, when such may not
at all be the case. This slipshod
"refusal to consider" is the great
and simple god Obscurantism.
And in this, the theologian can
isolate himself as tragically as
many scientists do.
Many a modern man regards
the Church as being "alright in
its place." By this he usually means
that since social work must be
carried out and since the Church
seems to be a good means for
effecting social work, the Church
has in this its sufficient reason for
existence. The modern man thus
remains essentially neutral to the
issues with which the Church con·
cerns itself. What seems to be the
trouble with all too many church·
men is the fact that the social
work phase of the Church's mission assumes undue proportions
in their lives. From this over-emphasis there results a de-emphasis
on what is truly the mission of
the Church: the serious and con·
tinued study of theology with the
accent on making the Christian
message meaningful to men living
in this century. This requires a
knowledge of scientific procedures
and results, and such work is only
hurt by careless and unreasonable
approaches to the mind of modern
man.
Making the Christian message
truly relevant to this age is ad·
mittedly a task which calls for
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much time spent in earnest study. also deals with mystery. It is imEarnest study is hard work. Hard portant for our age to note that
work calls for devotion to prin- true mystery, when properly recogciple-rock hard principle and en- nized, is worthy of respect. The
lightened will power. Just as any attainment of true respect for mysscholar finds it very easy to lose tery is not to be had by slipshod
himself in administrative matters, thinking or by no thinking at all.
so do many of the pastors of Chris- It is the result of sound thinking
tian flocks find it easy to lose them- and constant devotion to the exerselves in the details of their work. cise of God-given abilities. The
There was a time when the pas- famous French mathematician,
toral study was held in esteem for Blaise Pascal, who lived in the
what it was: a study. Unhappily, seventeenth century, made the folthis no longer seems to be the lowing statement about scientists
case.
and it still applies to all who
This esteem can be regained. would classify themselves as thinkThough many of the approaches ing people: "Scientific learning is
to the mind and heart of twentieth composed of two opposites which
century man have been ineffective, nonetheless meet each other. The
this need not be the case. There first is the natural ignorance which
is no conflict between reason and is man 's lot at birth. The second
faith. Twentieth century man is represented by those great minds
seems to have the idea that there that have investigated all knowlis. It is the theologian's job to edge accumulated by man only to
show him the truth of the matter, discover at the end that they know
just as it is the duty of the scien- nothing. Thus they return to the
tist to make room for faith. As a same fundamental ignorance they
whole, the people of today h ave had thought to leave. Yet this igbeen blinded by the glitter of ma- norance they have discovered is an
terial scientific progress. Both true intellectual achievement. It is
theologians and true scientists can those who have departed from
work together to focus man's at- their original condition of ignm
tention on fundamentals rather ance but have been incapable of
than on charming toys and ma- completing the full cycle of learnterial details.
ing who offer us a smattering of
The true theologian knows that scientific knowledge and pass
in the final analysis he deals with sweeping judgments. These are
the ineffable, with true mystery. the mischief makers, the false
The true scientist knows that he prophets."

The Chemistry of Life
Proclaims a Divine Creator
By HARRY KuNKEL AND BErrY EvERS

day of scientific developJl ment the notion is altogether
too generally accepted that scientific facts are in conflict with the
Biblical account of the origin of
life. Scientific writings often take
the agnostic point of view that the
earth and its populations have
reached their present stage by a
"spontaneous generation" and evolutionary development. A divine
creation is either ignored or denied.
Does science with its accumula·
tion of experiences and observations of fact actually justify such
disregard or denial? Is a faith in
a Divine Creator scientifically
naive? Or do the scientific facts
actually point to a divine creation?
In the analysis of these questions, our first consideration must
be the origin of life itself. To consider this point let us take the
smallest organism having all the
properties of life-irritability, repair and maintenance of its body,
growth, and reproduction of its
lfN THIS

own kind. This smallest organism
is the one-cell bacterium.
Such a single cell organism may
appear simple, but it is a structure
made up of millions and millions
of large and complicated chemical
protein molecules. The basic component of all living organisms is
the protein molecule and over sao
different types of protein compounds are required in the simplest form of life known today.
Most of these protein molecules
act by controlling a specific chemical reaction and it is the sum
total of many chemical reactions
occurring together that allows such
an organism to live. More often
than not, if a single one of these
chemical reactions does not occur,
life becomes impossible.
The smallest one of these protein compounds, or enzymes, which
controls a vital chemical reaction
contains over 1,500 atoms of carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, and nitrogen. These atomic constituents
have been shown by scientific in-
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vestigation to occur in componen.t
units called amino acids. Chains
of these amino acids in chemical
combination make up the protein;
and each protein is made up of
a different arrangement of as
many as 20-25 different amino
acids. If life depends upon such a
large and complex molecule, where
did this first molecule come from?
Could it have been the result of
a happy set of circumstances in
which the atomic constituents arranged themselves exactly as they
occur in the protein molecule and
by chemical combination formed
this protein molecule?
Some competent thinkers have
calculated that optimum amounts,
conditions, and arrangements of
the carbon, hydrogen, oxygen and
nitrogen for the formation, on the
earth, of the smallest known enzyme would exist once in about
10240 (1 followed by 240 zeros)
billion years. Perhaps, this is going
a bit far, but even if we start with
the component amino acids already prefabricated, the statistical
probability that the required conditions would occur is still once
in many billions of years.
Even scientific data presented by
advocates of the evolutionary
theory indicate that the earth cannot be more than 3 billion years
old . Therefore the statistical
chance of a single protein molecule forming in the earth's "lifetime" is practically nil. It is pos-

sible that

3, or even 10 or
couid have been
formed by chance alone during
this period, but millions of these 1
molecules are required for the
simplest form of life. Therefore,
it appears mathematically improbable for even the simplest life to
have originated by a chance, chemical evolution.
In living organisms the making '
of a protein requires a whole series
of chemical reactions. Each one
of these chemical reactions depends upon an integrated system
of many other chemical reactions.
These systems depend upon each
other to keep going. Thus, an organism must use other previously
formed proteins to make new protein molecules. Some systems are
removing waste products. Other
systems are burning foods to furnish the energy to run still other
systems. It is this whole set-up of
interdependent chemical reactions
which is life. When one considers
the complexity of the simplest
bacterium, the thesis that life arose
spontaneously becomes incredible.
We have said before that the
bacterium is the simplest form of
life we know. No living intermediate between this complete organism and the inorganic minerals
of the earth is known to exist. No
organic materials occurring naturally on this earth can be shown
to have originated by means other
than a complete living organism .
15
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Even the virus which may exist by
itself requires an association with
a living organism to grow and
reproduce. We have absolutely no
scientific data which points to a
possible mechanism of spontaneous generation of life.
Living organisms are made ot
organic compounds which are compounds of carbon. To put 2 carbon atoms together in chemical
combination-energy is required.
With the exception of a very few
autotrophic bacteria (bacteria
which can live on water and certain minerals) all life depends upon the green plant to gather energy from light and to put these 2
carbon atoms together. This requires at least 10 steps-each of
which requires an enzyme. This
fact that all life depends upon
the green plant was stated in the
first chapter of the Bible: "And to
every beast of the earth, and to
every fowl of the air, and to every
thing that creepeth upon the earth,
wherein there is life, I have given
every green herb for meat," Gen.
1:30. This Biblical statement has
received incontrovertible scientific
support within the last 50 years
with the discovery of photosynthesis. In fact, the order of creation
as described in Genesis is the only
logical sequence of events which
would allow life to begin on the
earth. The food-supplying pl ants
must precede the animals; but the
conditions of night and day, dry
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land and water, rain and sunshine
are required for plant growth. If
life arose spontaneously, it is interesting that Moses was so well
informed from a scientific point of
view.
In this type of discussion, the
subject of the incompatibility of
Biblical statements with the evolutionary theory comes to mind.
The theory of evolution is still a
theory, despite the large accumulation of evidence which may be
interpreted to point to an evolution of different forms of life by
some sort of transformation from
pre-existent organisms. Much of
this scientific evidence, however,
is not clear and interpretations by
scientists are at best non-conclusive.
There is, for example, the socalled "biogenetic law" which
states that "ontogeny r ecapitulates
phylogeny." Despite the fact that
the human embryo may at times
resemble the embryo of "primitive" invertebrates and subsequently the embryos of the fish, amphibia, reptiles, and finally other
mammals, a competent embryologist can easily identify the human
embryo at any stage of development.
The fact that the structural organizations of plants and of animals show certain basic similarities
does not prove or disprove anything. The fact that all limb-bearing vertebrates possess the same
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basic skeletal plan consisting of
skull, backbone, shoulder, pelvic
girdle, and four limbs formed of
similarly arranged bones could
mean that a divine creator felt
that this was the simplest and
most efficient arrangement for similar types of animals as well as
evidence for an evolutionary development.
Similarly: the fact that biochemical patterns are quite similar in
related forms of organisms would
seem to be a logical expectation.
All growth and development are
mediated by biochemical reactions
and it seems illogical that a creator
would complicate things by using
different biochemical pathways to
end up with products which are
actually very similar. Thus a biochemical relationship can hardly
be used as a proof of evolutionary
development.
Experimental change of inherited characteristics of plants
and animals has also been cited
as proof of evolution. Although it
has been shown that such experimental breeding, selection, mutation, and even change of the number of gene-bearing chromosomes
has produced some remarkable
changes in living organisms, this
experimentation has not incontrovertibly demonstrated the production of a single new gene with a
function that has not previously
existed in the organism. As a result of studies in biochemical

genetics there is a growing opinion
among scientists that all mutations in genes are "lost" mutations.
Experimental evolution so far has
been largely a reshuffling of already existent heritable characteristics, and thus does not present a
very convincing argument for evolution.
Many think that the best evidence pointing to evolution is that
provided by fossils. That fossils
are records of organisms that formerly lived on the earth cannot
be denied by anyone. The evidence here, also, is too incomplete to afford more than a suggestion of evolution. The links
between the various families of
organisms in the present day concept of evolutionary advance are
still missing. In so far as the one
linking fossil which has been
found, namely the ArchtEopteryx
-a half lizard, half bird creatureis concerned, much more study is
required before it can be used to
prove the reptilian ancestry of
birds.
The finding of a succession of
undisturbed geological beds or
strata containing relatively constant assemblages of animal and
plant fossils in the rock layers can
only be incontrovertibly interpreted as evidence that fossils in
the lower strata are records of
life that existed in that particular
area before the animals and plants
whose remains were found in the
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higher strata. This does not necessarily mean that the plants and
animals whose fossils exist in the
lower levels are ancestors of those
of a higher level.
When one critically examines
the scientific literature, one finds
it impossible to deny, on a scientific basis, that the earth and its
life was produced by a Special
Creation. There is nothing in science which beyond doubt disproves the Biblical account of
creation. On the other hand, there
is a great deal of scientific evidence which indicates that a Divine Creation actually accounts
for the earth and its population.
We have no experimental evidence
which can even suggest a plausible
mechanism of the origin of life
other than a divinely guided procedure.
We do not mean to discredit
science, but merely to point out
certain difficulties in the arguments of the agnostic interpretations of science. On the other
hand, the student of the Bible
should also exercise caution. Recent investigations by honest and
competent scientists suggest to
them that human beings may have
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lived on the American continent
8,ooo or even g,ooo years ago. To
oppose a conclusion of this nature with the assertion that the
Bible indicates the age of the earth
to be about 6,ooo years would be
unwise. For the Bible makes no
statement concerning the age of
the earth. The figure 6,ooo which
has long been accepted as the
"Biblical" age, is not found in the
inspired text. It is the result of
calculations by Bishop Ussher
(1581-1656) which, like all human
calculations, may be faulty. There
are conservative clergymen today
who think that Ussher's figure may
be too small.
Bearing in mind the maxim
that "Scripture must interpret
Scripture," the Bible student
should not put into the Bible what
it does not state. If questions left
by one passage are not answered
in other and clearer passages, they
must be held in abeyance, as far
as the Bible is concerned. If science
offers information which is not in
conflict with the Bible, the reader
will certainly give it serious
thought. Both the Bible and science must be taken for what they
are-no more and no less.

Social Science

in Disrepute?
By Ross P.

ScHERER

prove the abilities of churchmen
to become "all things to all men"
all men to justify to the glory of in order that they might save
God the time they spend during some.
their waking hours at their "job."
Part of the suspicion of the
Nor least should this task fall up- social sciences appears to be waron those who teach and study in ranted if you examine the volumithe area of "social science." How- nous writings of anthropologists or
ever, within church circles there sociologists of times past. Such
often seems to be an unnecessary atheistic zealots, in their glee, used
revulsion against the social sciences Darwin in order to undermine
as worthy objects of study and an men's belief in what they regarded
unfortunate hesitancy to put them as an outmoded, unnecessary Creato use in the service of the King- tor-God. But there is no need to
dom. That is, these disciplines rehash or to refute such arguments
seem, in some sense, to be "in here. For times have changed.
disrepute." Of course, this dis- Now, the "atheism" is seen not to
respect or suspicion of social sci- lie in the social science but in the
ence is not held alone by those social scientist. Science, if viewed
with religious motives but is often as a body of interconnected proposhared by the academic brethren sitions about the visible empirical
of the humanistic studies who world, is seen as neutral. On the
sometimes also look with disdain other hand, the scientist as one
upon their social scientific coun- who can never escape being a
terparts, but for other reasons. It member of the human race can
is the burden of my thesis that the never be neutral-at least, not for
social sciences, if applied, will im- long. Social scientists of a few

daily vocation is to have
I any meaning,
it must fall upon
F THE
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generations past, thus, forgot that
man shall not live by theorem or
statistic alone but that every man
also must live and come to terms
with the realm of the spirit. This
view, however, was a long time in
coming, and in certain circles today is still not recognized clearly.
The social science disciplines
which will be examined in this
article are sociology, social anthropology, and social psychology.
Their differences are more and
more becoming less differences of
basic approach and method and
more differences of mere occupations and employment. These three
disciplines, of all the social sciences, approach the study of man
most broadly. On the other hand,
the more specific areas covered by
political science (which studies
the phenomenon of power relations) and economics (which
studies the phenomenon of scarcity) seem to be fairly clearly established. As for psychology, some
feel it must either be reduced to
biology or become "social psychology." History is not generally
conceived to be a generalizing
social science primarily and so
stands on the border-line between
the social sciences and the humanities. Sociology grew out of the
study of philosophy and social
ethics; social anthropology out of
mission work, archaeology, and
pre-history; social psychology out
of "folk psychology," nationalistic
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movements, and partly out of the
mental hygiene movement. All the
latter three are now merging in
their basic conceptions and approaches so that it is no longer
practical to distinguish them discreetly. With this merging viewpoint, there has also arisen a new
sophistication as to the basic unity
of the scientific viewpoint, especially as regards the study of man,
the human animal.
The social scientific movement
has had two opposing viewpoints
interlace within its development.
The one influence came from the
natural sciences, and those who
propounded this view for the study
of man saw in him nothing more
than a slightly more complex
mechanism or biological organism.
The other influence came from
the humanitarian studies and
philosophy, and those who held
this viewpoint for the study of
man despaired of ever being
able to reduce all human actions
to laws or broad-scale generalizations. The one by controlled experiment made its task one of
seeking causal explanation; the
other by intuition and sympathetic
introspection sought primarily
plausible understanding. The latter group has been more aware of
the role of concepts and presuppositions in biasing and slanting the
results of scientific work. For it is
more and more being realized that
underlying any scientific endeavor
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is the assumption that simply to
know or to learn is a good in
itself. That is, even the beginning
of the pursuit of science is seen
to be laden with values. This type
of value, of course, must be implicit in all scientific work, to give
a man motive to pursue it. This
is the "faith" of science. Another
type of value, however, may also
intrude itself into scientific procedure but this kind is a detriment. A detrimental type of valuation in scientific work occurs when
the scientist either refuses or neglects to distinguish between judgments of value and statements of
empirical fact in reporting his
conclusions. It was Max Weber
who most forcefully made this
distinction early in our present
century in Europe. As scientist, a
man sought only descriptive facts
which could be verified by another. But Weber was not so naive
as to think that a man could live
by "facts" or by science alone; he
realized that as human being a
man had to have values to orient,
guide, and give meaning to life.
But he felt that the setting of
values was not the purpose of
science. Science belonged to the
realm of technics or means and
therefore was neutral; religion, on
the other hand, could only get
ends or ultimate values. But even
though the scientist must get his
values elsewhere than in his science, Weber recognized that im-

plicitly within the scientific pursuit itself there lay for the scientist
the possibility of a certain "disenchantment" of the world, of a
certain moral skepticism which
would displace religious values.
Weber offered no solution for this
dilemma. The present paper is a
meager attempt to point to some
possible solutions for this dilemma.

Scientist or Christian?
The first distinction that a social
scientist must make is to establish
whether his primary vocation is
that of scientist or Christian. If
he regards his chief task in life to
be that of cold, objective, calculating "scientist," then it must follow inevitably that God will go
and the "half-gods" will come.
Then, for such a man, the world
and all creation will become "disenchanted," as Weber said. If, on
the other hand, the social scientist
makes his dominant vocation in
life to be that of Christian, then
he cannot but dedicate his pursuit
of knowledge also to his Creator.
That is to say, the Christian social
scientist will not be so naive as
to prostitute his knowledge and
twist it for the sake of some visible
ecclesiastical organization. He will
call a spade a spade. But for him,
knowledge per se can never become the ultimate. The neutrality
and objectivity of classroom and
laboratory can never become for
him a refuge from having to make
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right Christian moral decisions in
the world. Neutrality and suspension of judgment, so necessary in
the scientific sphere in order to
arrive at empirical truth as it
really is, can never become for
such a man a way of life. It must
always remain a means, a pathway
toward reaching something still
further-a more perfect love to
Gotland neighbor It is sometimes
said that a Christian social scientist is a scientist who happens to
be a Christian This, however, is
incorrectly stated. What must be
meant is that a Christian social
scientist is a Christian who "happens" to be a social scientist. There
need be no fear that a Christian
cannot be as good a social scientist
as a non-Christian; for a Christian
knows that, by being cold, calculating, and objective temporarily
in his sphere as scientist, he will
in the long run reach surer and
more exact knowledge of the world
and man's relations within it which
will help him in living his larger
role as Christian.
What has just been said about
the need for the social scientist
to put first things first in his scale
of Christian values applies, of
course, to all kinds of scientists.
But there are also particular ways
in which people working in the
special fields of sociology, social
anthropology, and social psychology can by their knowledge strengthen the Kingdom. These social sci-
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ences can make two distinct contributions. They can point out to
what extent and in what manner
witnessing to the Christian Gospel
can be limited in its effectiveness
by what social scientists call "human nature" of men everywhere.
What the theologian calls "sin,"
the social scientist in part calls
"human nature." Secondly, as analytical tools, disciplines can point
to the contradictions in values
which Christian men exhibit in
their daily practice of faith. Each
contribution is taken up in turn
in what follows.

In Earthen Vessels
St. Paul said of Christians, "But
we have this treasure in earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the
power may be of God, and not of
us." The Christian sociologist,
therefore, would say that the study
of religion by social science will
show man-if he is willing to perceive-to what extent the "treasure" of faith is limited by being
contained in the earthen vessels
of the human psyche. In this way
men may truly learn how not to
stand in the way of God and His
spirit.
As "religion," the act of witnessing to the Gospel by men in the
world becomes subject to certain
human social processes inherent
in man's original nature. Witnessing to the faith once delivered
unto the saints cannot be divorced
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from the demands of man's biological, social, and cultural heritages. Though one man's (e.g.,
Luther's) earliest experiences of
"the Holy" may have been something ineffable and drawn from
another world, as he tries to communicate what he beheld and
heard to the group with whom
he must dwell, the experience may
become less rich and unique. All
men-even in their experience of
the God of the Gospel-are thus
conditioned in their religious experience by the larger society and
culture in which they find themselves. Specifically religious experiences, as being related to the total
experiencing man, thus become
relative to the time, space, and
group setting in which they are
situated. The demands of living
in a cooperative community, the
"cake of custom" and systems of
habit which organized and make
social life possible, set limits upon
the direction in which religious
zeal will go. For it to endure long,
such zeal must become "conventionalized" and made accessible to
all sorts of men.
The great variety of religious
movements in the history of the
world, both in different religions
and within the same religion point
to the conclusion that religious
experience does not occur in a
cultural vacuum. Rather, people
tend to clothe their gods anthropomorphically in their own cus-

toms, prejudices, habits, and attitudes. Though the perception by
a solitary individual of "the Holy"
may be ever so deep, such a perception in being rationalized in
words, communicated to others,
and institutionalized in form of
organization and personnel may
in time become several times removed from the original brilliant
experience. Though the religious
experience of such a religious
"genius" may lead him to make a
protest against the ways of his age,
as the group about him grows, a
radical change may eventually occur. As a result of the cycle of
institutionalization, which inevitably comes when provision for indoctrinating a second generation
is made within a religious group,
the original protest may eventually be absorbed into the mainstream of the dominant culture.
Although such a protest may leave
definite marks upon the succeeding society, it in turn becomes
overlaid with the demands of routine and compromise in its very
remoteness. In this way also, witnessing to the Christian Gospel
may also become less a conscious
experience by the individual Christian and more just an aspect of
being born into the general culture and a mere means of social
control. (Cf. the concepts of "Christian gentleman" and "Christian
country.")
The cycle is complete when
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secular and sacred norms become
merged so that there is little distinction between the two and all
is taken for granted. Then, witnessing to the Gospel is no longer
dynamic, and men no longer protest against the evils of the day but
become encumbered with vested
interests.
It is a basic assumption of this
paper that an awareness of this
whole process in the followers of
the Gospel will help them slough
off the dulling effects of habit and
aid them in recapturing and carrying out the original spirit of the
Founder. The sciences of human
relations as they analyze and trace
the rise of man's religious experiences in groups can contribute to
this awareness. As men see themselves as vessels which hold the
Treasure in all their earthiness,
then men can really let God be
God in their lives.

That the Eye May Be Single
The social sciences also have a
contribution to make to Christian
ethical practice. Social psychologists speak of the mature person as
the one who in all his values and
goals is an integrated person, as
one "whose eye is single." It is
here assumed that, although the
Christian Gospel demands that a
man fix his gaze upon God, it will
also inevitably lead him to take
a different attitude toward his
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fellow-man and the world. If this
be so, descriptive social science
may point out the range of possible means from which Christian
men may choose in approaching
their goals of loving God and man
in the world. Social science may
show how far the Christian ethic
has or has not been put into
practice. It may point out the contradictions and conflicts in the
ways in which Christian men seek
their goals, even though such men
themselves may not be aware of
these basic inconsistencies. Much
effort has been spent on prescribing how society ought to be, but
this can scarcely be done adequately until we know what the nature
of present society actually is. Christian people often criticize secular
social scientists for assuming that
man's "worst" behavior is his only
possible behavior; on the other
hand, Christians may be criticized
for too comfortably equating the
ideal picture of Christian action
with the actual one, which often
falls far short of the ideal. Perhaps
the truth lies in getting a perspective of the relation of the ideal to
actuality.
Sociology, social anthropology,
and social psychology will enable
Christian men-if they are willing
-to note divergencies in their actual behavior from their ideals.
By pointing to such phenomena as
class and caste relationships within the churchly institution, basic
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social and economic inequalities
of opportunity within society, the
influence of "vested interests," and
the like-all of which contradict
the Christian Gospel's ideal view
of social organization-these sciences can contribute to the greater
efficiency of men in witnessing to
that GospeL For by becoming
aware, men can be expected to act
accordingly and to change their
behavior. (This all presupposes,
of course, an enlightenment of the
mind and heart by the Holy Spirit,
for no sort of human knowledge
alone can move a man to repentance.)
In conclusion, then, the social
sciences that specifically deal with
human nature and men in their

interrelations as cultural beings
within societies have a distinct
contribution to offer to Christian
living and witnessing. They can
help make the Gospel more effective in men by offering them a
sort of mirror in which men may
see themselves and assess their
successes or failures as imitators
of the Perfect Man. They may
learn how they are truly Christian
and how they are falsely masquerading under the name. Thus, they
are in a position for a critique of
themselves, their society, and their
religious organization. Thus, with
their Lord, they may find another
means by which to "increase in
wisdom and stature, and in favor
with God and man."

"Unity of life is the guarantee of peace. Man can accomplish nothing alone. The second he is no longer blended
with the Master of all space and all time is the second when
something alien is born, when conscience is conceived, when
here and hereafter become speculative imponderables, when
escape becomes necessary, and when man is in mortal danger
of himself."
Jerry Gray in The Third Strike
(Abingdon-Cokesbury Press)

The Crucifixion
of Europe's Youth
By

RICHARD R. BROECKER

'\ ~ 1 ER die Jugend hat, hat die
VV Zukunft"-"Who has the
youth has the future."
Adolf Hitler planned to build
his 1000-year Reich, not in the
chancelleries or on the battlefield
but in the classrooms and on the
playing fields, wherever he could
lay his hands upon German youth.
And from the collapse of the Nazi
state Hitlerism managed to salvage one thing-a generation of
Germans so steeped in the Nazi
philosophy that some of them
cannot and some of them will not
change their attitudes and ways
of thinking. This is the tragedy
of German youth. It is no less
tragic that the children of many
European countries outside Germany became, during the war
years, the victims of the same
hellish design and that the scars
of the war years still persist both
upon those who fitted into Hitler's
pattern and upon those who resisted it. Dorothy Macardle has
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done a remarkable job of intensive
and extensive research on the problem of these children in a new
book• which may, in terms of significance for the future, be the
most important book of 1951 although, for reasons which we find
it impossible to explain, her book
has attracted little notice and has
not been reviewed in any major
magazine, so far as we know.
The book deals with Hitler's
plan to get possession of the youth
of Europe. Miss Macardle does
not discuss the youth of the Soviet
Union and she provides only a
note on the children of Germany.
But she hastens to add that "there
are probably no children in Europe more distressed than numbers of those in certain German
towns. They are far from understanding the causes of their wretchedness, and are growing up with
•children of Europe by Dorothy Mac·
ardle. Boston. The Beacon Press. 1951.
349 pages. $3.75·
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sullen resentments and despondency. No one who dislikes seeing
the iniquities of the fathers rested
upon the children can rest satisfied until their grievous situation
has been lightened and their oullook for the future rendered less
dark." (p. 13)
But that is a problem in itself.
The problem of the children of
Europe outside Germany is the
major concern of this book and
basic to an understanding of the
problem is an understanding of
the plan of which these children
were the victims_ That plan, in
general, was this: "The children
of the annexed districts were to be
Germanized; those of France and
the Nordic democracies were to
be reared as willing employees of
the New Order; Greeks and Slavs
were to be reduced to the condition of semi-literate laborers, while
to Jewish and Gypsy and mentally
defective children a process of
elimination was to be applied." (p.
12)

Hitler began to lay the groundwork for this master plan early in
the thirties by capturing the children of Germany, by creating a
Nazi. "In order to condition the
children" for what was to come,
"it was necessary to remould the
whole educational system of the
nation." (p- 30) "The teachers
were left in no doubt as to what
was required of them. . . . The
whole function of education was

to create a Nazi." (p. 31)
"In nearly every child there is
latent, besides a potentially social
being, a young savage in whom
the hunting and fighting instincts
have a kind of survival. That
young savage can be gentled and
civilized, or as here, he can be
hardened and trained until only
the actuality of violence will satisfy him." (p. 19)
The children "were indoctrinated with blind idolatry of the
leader, blind obedience to authority and blind devotion to the
State." (p. 25)
"There was one answer to every
question . . ."-these children
"were not taught to reason"everything done for the Fuehrer
and the State was good, "all else
was bad. That narrowing of human obligation to one place and
one race is easy enough to inculcate in the young, who find life
and ethics complex and are glad
to have things simplified. The
defence heard in the Nuremberg
trial shows this-'it was an order':
the question of right or wrong did
not enter into the matter." (p. 25)
"The fundamental doctrine,
taught as the basis and justification of the new ideology, was a
simple one-the racial supremacy
of the Nordic people and of the
Germans over all." (p. 31)
By 1939 the men of Germany
were his.
And these were the men who
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went into Poland, Czechoslovakia,
Greece, and Yugoslavia. The manner in which the people were
treated is well known and has
been recited many times. The details given here are not for the
purpose of arousing any dormant
or new resentment and hatred
against the German people. The
world is becoming too small for
that. But the details are given
here to direct the reader to the
Nazi's point: "Capture the child
and the man is yours."
The pattern followed by the
Nazis in these countries was generally the same. First of all the
Jews ··were rounded up and interned, nearly all of them to be
sooner or later shot, gassed, or
hanged, or else to die of starvation." Systematic liquidation it is
called. And so it was with the
Poles. "The Nazis wanted Polish
territory, but not the Poles." (p.
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reach the end of their schooldays
without receiving any further education except such as the Nazis
had devised for them." (p. 37)
The students here as in the
other countries did not give up
easily. But here as elsewhere action soon came. One night, in
Prague, "during the black-out,
machine guns were set around all
the student hostels. Buses were
assembled and guards with drawn
bayonets closed the streets. At
3.30 a.m. a rocket went up. Immediately Storm troopers rushed
the hostels, arrested or shot the
watchmen, burst into the dormitories and seized the students
from their beds. Boys struck out;
some jumped from the windows,
and many were shot. The rest
were dragged out, half dressed,
and thrust into buses. They were
driven to the Artillery Barracks at
Ruzyn."
"'We arrived at our destina6s)
And next, teachers, students, tion at dawn,' one of the students
and other people thought likely to recalls. 'The buses drove right up
inspire resistance were arrested and to the covered riding ground where
sent to concentration camps.
we were ordered out, and at the
Miss Macardle relates, for ex- entrance we were made to run
ample, that "in Czechoslovakia the the gauntlet through mud between
German occupation lasted for six rows of SS men who, shouting at
and a half years, and from the the tops of their voices, beat us
first month to the end of it the with their rifle butts and sticks,
invaders concentrated on eliminat- tripped us up and when we fell,
1
ing all democratic teaching from kicked and trampled on us." (p.
the schools. . . . Boys and girls 41)
who were ten years of age when
"Girls from the Budec hostels
the enemy entered Prague might were treated with even grosser
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brutality." (p. 41)
And so the stories go without
end.
The Nazis who went into Norway, Denmark, Holland, Belgium
and Luxembourg put a different
plan into effect.
They got rid of all anti-Nazis,
established youth movements, and
tried to reform the schools. They
expected to make converts of the
whole of the younger generation,
and so to build up a Germanic
state.
But the resistance movements
in these countries harassed the invader incessantly, and did much to
disrupt his plans.
As for the children of France,
most of them had been accustomed
"to an orderly life in which scen es
of violence rarely occurred, and
to a home environment which
developed sensitivity, they were
intolerably shocked by the reprisals and executions that some of
them witnessed, and all but a few
heard about, during the war .. ..
France had become a place in
which men seized children and
carried them off and put them to
death." (p- 184)
"On the children of weaker
countries which had been swept
into Germany's orbit and mangled
between clashing armies had fallen
all the consequence of confusion
and anarchy. In Finland and Albania, in Rumania, Bulgaria, Italy,
Hungary and Austria, there were

vast numbers of children in the
utmost distress." (p. 196)
And what of the general condition of the children of Europe
today?
The doctors and psychologists
say that it is yet too early to
determine the depth of the immeasurable harm done to them.
The power of young children to
sustain crises of hardship and violence proved remarkable under the
strain of bombings, firing squads
and who knows what.
But a mark has been left on
each child. Some may not be able
to notice it after a period of years,
many more will always be able to.
"A whole new underworld of
beggary and lawlessness existed in
Europe at the end of the war. It
was inhabited by children-hordes
of children whose moral natures
seemed to have disintegrated under
the impact of the conditions in
which they lived. Nothing was
safe from their depredations." (p.
26o)
"The problem was not, ultimately, one of either detention or
deterrents. Many of the children
would probably, if neglected or
wrongly treated, harden into criminal types, but they were not criminals, and it was of the first importance that they should not be
thought of as irreclaimable. Even
the young experts among whom
illicit trading or thieving or prostitution had become a routine way
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of living-even those who had used curity and affection are as necesviolence, were, for the most part, sary to children as air and food.
victims of the conditions in which Parents formed leagues and teachtheir childhood had been passed. ers assembled in conferences, their
A multitude of circumstances had energies bent on furthering the decombined to close them in and velopment and happiness of the
thrust them down. What was neces- children. In several countries the
sary now was to reverse those con- average physical stature of whole
ditions. No one could hope to help age-groups increased. Popular inthese children without first com- terest was focused on the progress
prehending what those influences of education, and governments inhad been, and so gaining an in- stituted reformed programmes and
sight into the spiritual and emo- budgeted generously for new modtional deprivations and injuries ern schools. The status of the
which had warped and distorted teacher was advanced among the
innocent minds." (p. 261)
professions, although his financial
And then there are the un- rewards remained poor. Expericlaimed children. Each "lives with ments in educa tion achieved ina dream: he clings to the belief ternational fame." (p. 276)
that somewhere a father or mother,
"By the late thirties pioneers in
or somebody who cares about him the West had worked through
is alive and seeking him; that some phases which ran to the extreme
day his name will be spoken over of anarchy, and a finely balanced
the radio, or a telegram or a letter order and freedom prevailed in a
will come, or people will arrive in great many schools. In the USSR
and Czechoslovakia education was
a car . . .. " (p. 57-58)
"It was easy to believe, during lavishly endowed and zealously
the decades between the wars, that pursued. Illiteracy was receding
a golden age for childhood had all over Europe. (p. 276-277)
begun. Psychology and imagina"No downfall in history is more
tive literature were pouring light tragic than the violent overthrow
on the early years of life, revealing of all this. Hitler, no less than
their profound importance and these pioneers, understood the imilluminating obscure reaches of portance of childhood, and the
the infantile and adolescent mind. Nazis planned their assault on the
Repressive discipline had become minds of the children with a thordiscredited; reason, freedom and oughness and skill that erred only
activity were the watchwords of by its excess. It is because resisthe educational vanguard, and it tance provoked ruthlessness that
was recognized that a sense of se- childhood was saved from infec-
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tion: brutality produced its own
antidote." (p. 277)
But "the deliberate policies of

the Nazis in all their gradations
and variations failed. They did
not make new Germans of young
Luxembourgers, nor technically
skilled serfs of the Czechs, nor illiterate slaves of the Poles, but
their attempts created chaos in
education, and it has not yet been
remedied. It is out of a scene of
indescribable ruin that the new
schools of war-ravaged Europe
must rise." (p. 277, italics mine)
Here is our problem. One that
is not measured by facts and
figures, and thus can not be solved
by so many dollars and cents. Miss
Macardle tells of much that is
being done for these children, but
in the course of her study she has
also found that it is only a small
part of what must be done to make
these children the capable citizens
of the world, soon the citizens

whom we must deal with.
So what action must we take?
There is a sentence in the preamble of Unesco's charter (United
Nations Educational, Scientific,
and Cultural Organization, the
organization which has done much
for these children) which says,
"Since war begins in the minds
of men, it is in the minds of men
that the defences of peace must
be constructed."
And when one looks at the crises
the world faces, it is out of order
to say that we must "get" the children of Europe at all costs-we
must capture their minds and
hearts, and not only theirs, but
also the minds and hearts of the
other children of the "free" world!
We must come to understand them
as we should understand ourselves:
the way we think, the way we live,
what we mean by our words and
actions. And they must come to
understand us. This is our task.

You can describe the night, and paint the blackness
of its shadows, but this will help no one to see it; only
when you light a candle can you show what the night
was like, and only when you lance a cataract can you
show what blindness meant.
HEINRICH PESTALozzi,

The Education of Man

(Philosophical Library)

--------- -~l

A N D MUSIC MAKERS
Something About Chamber Music
BY WALTER A. HANSEN

1\

Our country has become the

Kabalevsky, and other outstanding
composers who, by the cruelty and
shortsightedness of a totalitarian
and utterly unscrupulous regime,
are forced to live their lives behind the Iron Curtain.
You may rest assured that Shostakovich was carefully guarded
when, by a special dispensation
and for reasons of communist
propaganda, he was permitted to
pay a brief visit to our country
a few years ago. The U.S.S.R.
made sure that .Shostakovich returned untainted to his homeland.
Nevertheless, the U.S.S.R. likes to
have Shostakovich and his music
known and performed in the
United States.
Perhaps Stalin and his fanatical
coadjutors believe that, by some
inner power, the compositions of
Shostakovich and other prominen t
Soviet composers will convert some
Americans to communism. Let
them continue to think so. We

~~- most important music center

in the world. I am not asking you
to infer from this statement that
the United States is leading every
other nation in the production
of significant compositions. Nor
does the assertion mean that our
musical background is comparable
to that of some of the countries of
Europe. It does mean, however,
that musicians throughout the
world have learned that it is profitable for them to become known in
the United States.
Even those composers who must
live and work in the Soviet Union
and its satellite countries are eager
to have their works presented in
our land. Would the reputation of
Dimitri Shostakovich be what it
is today if his compositions were
totally unknown in the richest and
most powerful nation on earth?
Certainly not. The same thing is
true of Sergei Prokofieff, Dimitri
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need not be afraid. Shostakovich
says with his lips and with his
pen that he can make his music
give expression to the Soviet ideology; but I wonder whether a
man as observant and as quickwitted as he actually believes in
his heart of hearts that this can
be true.
Our nation welcomes music from
all lands. We are inquisitive. We
are tolerant. In the course of the
years we have learned to set great
store by works that are universally acknowledged as important. But,
over and above this, many of us
lend willing and eager ears to
music that is new.
It would be foolish, however,
for us to pat ourselves on our
collective back and say, "We Americans, by and large, are, for more
reasons than one, better acquainted
with good music than any nation
in the world."
As a matter of fact, in some
departments of the tonal art the
average American concert-goer is
almost like a fish out of water.
Organizations that devote them·
selves to chamber music know that
their pickings are slim in the
United States. They must give a
large amount of time to their art.
The oneness of purpose and the
homogeneity of expression characteristic of chamber music playing at its best demand intense
thought and many, many hours
and days of rehearsal.

Rigid Requirements

t\ Yes, you can assemble two
•. able violinists, a capable violist, and a proficient 'cellist and
say that you have organized a
string quartet. As the next step,
you could place before those four
musicians the parts of, let us say,
Ludwig van Beethoven's Quartet
in C Minor, Op. zB, No. 4· In
all probability, the members of
your string quartet would be able
to play those parts exceedingly
well. Furthermore, their playing
would doubtless have the required
togetherness in time, in rhythm,
in tempo, and in the observance
of expression marks. But no four
musicians, no matter how competent they may be, can achieve
unity and unanimity of artistry
without long and assiduous practice. The proper performance of
the great works in the domain of
chamber music demands infinitely
more than fluency and perfection
in the matter of mechanics.
Since musicians are unable to
earn a livelihood by devoting days
upon days to concentrated, intensive practice, they cannot, for the
most part, afford to dedicate themselves exclusively to chamber music. Some, it is true, receive subsidies either from individuals or
from schools; but this is by no
means common in our land.
As a result, chamber music performances of the highest type are
far from being as numerous as
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they should be. Even those organizations that are fortunate
enough to be subsidized soon discover that the rank and file of
the concert-goers are in the habit
of steering clear of chamber music
presentations.
In the opinion of many, chamber music recitals lack the glamor,
the sensationalism, and the excitement that often are part and
parcel, so to speak, of concerts
presented by soloists, by choruses,
and by orchestras.
Altogether too many men and
women in our land have, unfortunately, been led to believe that
chamber music is entirely too deep,
too abstruse, too complex, and,
shall one say, too dull for the
average listener.
What a pity! How could anyone
fail to thrill at once to the wonderful beauty of Beethoven's Ser-enade for Violin, Viola, and 'Cello,
in D Major, Op. 8? How could
anyone find abstruseness or dullness in Franz Schubert's Quartet
in D Minor (Death and the
Maiden), in the same master's
Trout Quintet-for piano, violin,
viola, 'cello, and double bass-or
in the great Quintet in C Major,
op. z63?
In former years the big radio
networks paid more attention to
chamber music than they do today. Can anyone deny that the
broadcasters have begun to treat
music in a stepmotherly fashion?
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If they continue to do so, they may

do much to hurl our land from
the lofty eminence it now occupies
in the world of music.
Fortunately, many masterpieces
of chamber music are available
in recordings. Some of these discs
are not of the most recent vintage,
it is true; but they are there to
enjoy and to love.
How to Begin
1\ If, for one reason or another,
f/J' you have been pushed or
dragged into the utterly fallacious
notion that chamber music is not
at all for the average man, woman,
or child with a bent for the tonal
art, give ear please to the beautiful
masterpieces I have mentioned.
The overpowering and abiding
beauty of those works will soon
disabuse you of such a belief.
Perhaps you do not want to
begin with Beethoven or Schubert.
Maybe you would prefer compositions from the pen of, let us say,
Antonin Dvorak. Listen to the
gifted Bohemian as he pours out
his homesick heart in the beautiful Quartet No. 6, in F Major,
Op. g6, commonly called the American Quartet. Become acquainted
with Dvorak's enthralling Quartet
No. J, in E Flat Major, Op. JI·
Are these works abstruse? Certainly not. How could anyone speak
of them as dull?
Dvorak's Quintet in E Flat Ma-
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jor, Op. 97-for two violins, two
violas, and 'cello-is brimful of
entrancing melodies. So are his
Piano Quintet in A Major, Op.
8z-£or piano, two violins, viola,
and 'cello-and his QuaTtet in A
Flat Major, op. IOJ .
Dvorak was an able craftsman.
Besides, he was a master-melodist.
One could, I believe, speak of him
as the Bohemian Schubert. Nearly
everyone knows his Symphony
Fmm the New World. If you are
familiar with this impressive work
and take delight in its color-laden
beauty, you cannot fail to derive
a large amount of pleasure from
the chamber music compositions
I have mentioned.
In case you prefer the music of
Edvard Hagerup Grieg to that of
Dvorak, listen to the Norwegian's
Quartet in G Minor, Op. 27, an
outpouring that abounds in beautiful poetry. Grieg's craftsmanship
is inferior to that exemplified in
the music of Dvorak. But what a
wealth of melody one finds in his
works! And what captivating subtlety of harmonic expression!
But in spite of what I have said
about Dvorak and Grieg, I feel
compelled to come back to Beethoven's Serenade for Violin, Viola, and 'Cello, Op. 8 as one of the
best introductions to the many
and varied beauties to be discovered in the wonderful domain
of chamber music.
Perhaps some will want to begin

with Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky's
Quartet in D Major, op. I I-the
quartet containing the well-known
Andante Cantabile. Why not?
How could anyone writing about
chamber music overlook the great
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart? To
do so would be unforgivable.
It is altogether possible that you
have learned to revere Johann
Sebastian Bach as the greatest of
all composers. For my part, I refuse pointblank to make such a
statement either about Bach or
about any other master. I do not
believe that Bach was greater than
Mozart. Neither, let me add, do
I declare that Mozart was greater
than Bach. I loathe the common
practice of endeavoring to measure
the greatness of the great with a
yardstick. The fact is that both
Bach and Mozart are overpoweringly and overwhelmingly great in
their monumental achievements.
Even the newcomer in the land
of chamber music can experience
thrills upon thrills when listening
to what Mozart has bequeathed to
us in this field. Learn to know his
Quartet in B Flat Major (K. 589),
his Quartet inC Major (Dissonant)
(K. 465), his Quartet in G Major
( K. 387 ), his Quartet in D Minor
(K . 42z ), his Quartet in B Flat
Major (The Hunt) (K. 458), or his
miracle-laden Quintet for Clarinet
and Strings (K. 58z). I have chosen
these compositions at random.
They are masterpieces-master-
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pieces wrought with breath-taking
skill and filled with melodic beauty.
If you have a hankering to become acquainted with chamber
music written for combinations of
instruments other than strings,
turn to Mozart's Serenade No. II,
in E Flat Major, for Two Oboes,
Two Clarinets, Two Horns, and
Two Bassoons (K. 375) or to his
Serenade in B Flat Major, for
Thirteen Wind Instruments (K.
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J6I).
Do not overlook Mozart's Divertimento No. IJ, in B Flat MajO?·, for Strings and Two Horns
(K. 287).
Those who know chamber music
become its ardent champions. Our
land will reach even greater heights
as a music center when the many
masterpieces in this field become
more widely known within its borders than they are today.

There are certain flowers, I think they are called "straw
flowers," and it is true of hydrangeas too, that one may
pick them in the autumn and keep them indefinitely in
vases without water. They continue to possess a sort of
mummified .b eauty; but for all that they are dead, very
dead, untouchable. So it may be with a human soul.
However beautiful that soul may once have been when
the waters rose into it and filled it with nutriment drawn
from the vulgar soil, once that soul is cut off from the
common roots it dies. It is true of all the arts, including
the art of living, that not only must the creative sun of
God's love be kept shining on the artist but also that the
artist's roots must continue to strike down for nourishment into the great tradition, into the life of the folk.
BERNARD IDDINGS BELL, God Is Not Dead
(Harper and Brothers)

RECENT RECORDINGS
Concerto No.
I, in A Minor, for 'Cello and Orchestra, Op. 33· Gregor Piatigorsky,
'cellist, with the RCA Victor Orchestra under Fritz Reiner.-This
concerto is Mendelssohnian in its
elegance. The performance is superb. RCA Victor WDM-1538 .

CAMILLE SAINT-SAENS.

DvoRAK. Concerto in A
Minor, for Violin and Orchestra,
Op. 53 · Nathan Milstein, violinist,
with the Minneapolis Symphony
Orchestra under Antal Dorati.This fine work deserves to be more
widely known in our country. Milstein plays the concerto with artistry of the highest order. RCA Victor WDM-1537.

ANTONIN

BRAHMS. Alto Rhapsody,
Op. 53· Marian Anderson, contralto, with the RCA Victor Orchestra
under Fritz Reiner and the Robert
Shaw Chorale of Men's Voices.-A
movingly beautiful work based on
a portion of Goethe's Harzreise im
Winter. Miss Anderson and Mr.
Reiner do full justice to this great
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composition. RCA Victor WDM1532 .

Funerailles, Sonetto del
Petrarca No . Io4, Valse Oubliee No.
I, and Rakoczy March. Vladimir
Horowitz, pianist.-Piano playing
in the grand man ner. The Rakoczy
March is Horowitz' own transcription of Liszt's Hungarian Rhapsody
No. I5- RCA Victor WDM-1534·

FRANZ LISZT.

Waltzes:
Allegro Moderato, from the Symphony No . 5, in E Minor, Op. 64;
Waltz, from Eugen Onegin; Waltz
of th e Flowers, from the Nutcracker
Suite, Op. 7w; Waltz, from Swan
Lake; Waltz, from The Sleeping
Beauty.-Reiner is a great conductor. This album will undoubtedly
become exceedingly popular. RCA
Victor WDM-1539.

PETER lLYICH TCHAIKOVSKY.

B'rosh
Ashono and Ashrei (Slichos). Cantor Moshe Kusevitzky, tenor, with
Abe Ellstein at the organ.-Impressive music. Artistry of a high quality. RCA Victor 49-3308.

TRADITIONAL HEBREW CHANTS.

READ

NOT
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TO
FOR
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AND
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WEIGH

BELIEVE

AND CONSIDER

Unsigned reviews are by the Editors

Pearson's candid description of his
various amours, including his decidedly unconventional but evidently hapPY marriage to a woman many years
his senior. His vanity would be tickled
by the profusion of quotations from
Disraeli's letters and speeches and by
the role of genius which Pearson
seems to assign to him in the political
realm. And the great consuming hatred of his life would be quickened
by Pearson's portrayal of William
Ewart Gladstone as a kind of tenthumbed cretin whom the British, in
moments of forgetfulness, kept plumping back in office just to annoy Disraeli. There is, in other words, a bit
too much hero worship of Disraeli
and a bit too much easy dismissal of
his opposition.
But this is nevertheless a fascinating
and even illuminating biography.
How could it be otl!erwise when its
hero is a Jew who became the first
Englishman of the world, a novelist
and wit who built an empire, a dandy
who represented all of the conservative virtues, a bourgeoisie who loved
Aristocracy more even than the aristocrats, a gallant whose married life

BIOGRAPHY
DIZZY. The Life and Personality
of Benjamin Disraeli
By Hesketh Pearson. New York.
Harper and Brothers. 1951. 310
pages. $4.00.
T IS

one of the not too uncommon

I contradictions of British history that
the dominating figure of the Victorian
age was that most un-Victorian of
characters, Benjamin Disraeli, and
that this same colorful, almost foppish
figure dominated, during the larger
part of his lifetime, the Tory party.
And on the more explicitly human
level, it must seem strange that Dizzy,
the witty, extravagant, temperamental
Jew, held not only the confidence but
tl!e affection of Queen Victoria while
Gladstone, who in so many ways resembled his queen, remained always
on terms of formal politeness with
her.
Hesketh Pearson, who knows his
Victorians, has written a life of Dizzy
which would undoubtedly delight tl!e
old Tory. Disraeli's love of the unconventional would be tickled by
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was a study in marital devotion-the
man who made Victoria Empress of
India and gave her the Suez Canal,
who saw the Empire in a light which
perhaps only Winston Churchill has
since been able to comprehend?
The b est in the book is straight
from Disraeli himself. His epigrams
rank with the best of all times, as
sharp as the Disraeli nose and, usual·
ly, as cynical as Disraeli's eyes. He
would have been an impressive figure
even if he had not become Prime
Minister.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
THE LOBBYISTS
By Karl Schriftgiesser. Boston.
Little, Brown and Company. 1951.
297 pages.
of us have held the conventional view of the political
process. According to this view, people
on the "grass roots" level initiate the
political process by demanding that
their ideas and wishes become "the
law of the land." They elect legislators and executives to carry these demands into legislation. The desired
legislation then acts upon the people
who made the demands. Of late, however, politicians and political scientists
have been forced to pay more attention to another type of political
agitation that is making an impact
upon the political process, pressure
groups and lobbyists.
The recent obsession with pressure
and lobbying groups does not imply
that they are recent developments
for, in the words of Schriftgiesser,
"Lobbying is as old as legislation
and pressure groups are as old as

M

ANY

politics." Contrary to the views of
Herbert Hoover in a recent speech,
our forefathers would not turn over
in their graves with remorse at the
"goings-on" in Washington. Before
our forefathers ever reached Philadelphia for the first Continental Congress, says our author, "they were
met by a group of lobbyists, sent to
intercept them in the interests of
those rich and powerful merchants
... who would steer the 'violent men'
away from any dangerous ideas of
independence they might be prepared
to press." "This extra-legislative system" has been regarded by some
American citizens as a scandal but
Schriftgiesser maintains along with
many others that lobbying is not
necessarily an evil-that it may become a force for positive good. Only
the lobbyists sin.
The practice of lobbying is protected constitutionally since "The first
Amendment to the Constitution of
the United States secures to the
people the unhindered right to petition the government for a redress of
grievances. This means that you or
I or our worst enemy cannot be restrained from belaboring Congress
with demands for the passage or defeat of legislation, whether the demands are reasonable or unreasonable, and whether they are in the
interest of the public welfare or for
the betterment of private and selfish
ends." This book points out that the
unrestricted lobbying and pressure
activity in Washington more often
than not becomes a struggle for "The
Imperialism of Power." Lobbyists
who wish to become "The Masters of
Government" precipitate much con-
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fusion at the centers of law-making.
Nearly every segment of the American population gets into the act:
the National Association of Manufacturers, the National Grange, the
Congress of Industrial Organizations,
the United Brewers Association, the
American Legion, the Committee of
Public Utility Executives, the old
Liberty League, the notorious Navy
League, the Committee for Constitutional Government, the United
States Chamber of Commerce, the National Physicians Committee, the Association of American Railroads, the
National Association of Real Estate
Boards, the Atomic Energy Corporation, and the Nuclear Energy Corporation. This list includes the big
fish that are swimming in Washington waters, the groups that are usually
mentioned in any discussion of the
problem.
In addition, Schriftgiesser included
a chapter, called "Lobbying by Foundation." In a sense, this is an embarrassing chapter for it labels as
pressure groups many that have been
parading under the mask of education and research societies. Schriftgiesser is puzzled by "the question of
where to draw the line between those
organizations which lobby directly,
like the Committee for Constitutional
Government and the National Association of Real Estate Boards, and
those like the Brookings Institution,
the Public Affairs Institute, and the
Foundation for Economic Education."
The reviewer was amazed, for example, to discover that Leonard E.
Reed, $25,ooo-a-year president and
executive director of the Foundation
for Economic Education (right-hand
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brother to the Chamber of Commerce), was also "an associate on the
advisory committee of Spiritual Mobilizers, a Los Angeles organization
which has been active with the real
estate lobby," and that "Besides opposing Federal housing the Spiritual
Mobilizers seek to bring grass-roots
pressure on Congress against National
health insurance and federal aid to
education."
Many attempts have been made
to control lobbying by legislation:
the Legislative Reorganization Act,
the Corrupt Practices Act, and the
Federal Regulation of Lobbying Act.
These attempts at regulation have
not been profoundly successful. "The
lobbyist for the National Association
of Rabbit Fur Raisers is still at liberty
to corner Representative McCaracul
in the corridors of Capitol Hill and
urge him to vote a heavy tariff on
South African skunk, to ply him with
Manhattans at the Carlton cocktail
room, to furnish him with statistics
for a slashing speech that will be
heard by six confreres but will roll
with onomatopoeia through the pages
of the Congressional Record." Nor
will legislation control the type of
falsified writing done by John T.
Flynn in The Road Ahead.
As in gambling, as in prostitution,
as in sports scandal, as in government
corruption-the ultimate control of
the evils in lobbying and pressure activity rests with the people, individually and collectively. Schriftgiesser
closes a good book with this ringing
appeal: "The lobbies, now and in
the future, are your business." The
author has met the claim of the
publisher's jacket: "The Lobbyists
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is a controversial book that will appeal to every reader who likes a good
reportorial account on a hot issue."

THE BATILE AGAINST
DISLOYALTY
By Nathaniel Weyl. New York.
Thomas Y. Crowell Company. 1951.
378 pages. $3-75·
HE BATILE AGAINST DISLOYALTY

T has

always been with us. The
crux of the problem lies in the balance between liberty and authority,
between the individual and society.
How much liberty and individualism
must be granted to those who do not
conform to group thinking? How
much liberty and individualism must
be denied to the dissenters and nonconformists to protect American society and American national security?
What and when, who and where are
the clear and present dangers? Just
what is a subversive?
In answer to these questions, the
claim of the book is incorporated in
the first paragraph: "Throughout 175
years of American history, the people
of the United States have successfully
met the challenge of sedition, disloyalty, and espionage. This book is
a record of that struggle. It records
the ways in which disloyalty was
combatted and stamped out in the
past. It deals with what is being
done about it in the present period
of crisis. It discusses what is not
being done, but should be done."
This historical perspective is valuable. American citizens will become
more understanding of non-conformist and dissenting views if they are
reminded that Sam Adams, the Sons

of Liberty, George Washington, Tom
Paine, Nathan Hale, and the Revolutionary heroes that we revere were
nothing but a bunch of first-class
subversives. Our Revolutionary Fathers were running a fifth column and
an underground network. "By all the
rules of the game, the American
Tories were carrying out their sacred
obligations of allegiance to their
sovereign, and those who opposed
them were rebels and traitors. . . .
Against these ancient and established
doctrines, the rebels advanced the
newfangled and untested theories of
the European Enlightenment." The
Americans were rebels who had "made
loyalty to the crown treason and
treason to the king patriotism." Americans continue to feel proud of such
treason. For this treason, we wave
the flag every Fourth of July.
Now that we stand on the side of
established government, how do we
treat rebels? As one outstanding example, the North did not permit the
South to get away with what the
Americans had achieved in the late
eighteenth century: state rights, individual rights, limited government,
and the right to care for people and
property in the South's own way.
Nor are we now going to permit the
Communists to do what we got away
with against England. On the other
hand, Weyl points out that by and
large the Americans have been relatively fair at times to those who think
otherwise: "Disloyalty was either
tolerated or, when that proved impossible, put down by improvised
means."
From the days of the Sons of Liberty to the present days of loyalty pro-
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grams that are a dime a dozen, Nathaniel Weyl has marked the pendulum swings in American history from
American Freedom to American Security. He presents the paradox: "We
are all liberals because we believe in
the principles of a revolution which
set off the chain reaction of democracy
throughout the Western world. We
are all conservatives to the extent
that we wish to guard this particular
heritage." We are merely trying to
show-by arms if necessary-thilt our
type of revolution will be better for
the world than the Soviet revolution.
He presents a warning: "A test of the
validity of Western civilization is our
ability to cope with this danger while
living under the Constitution and by
due process of law. Resort to vigilantism and other totalitarian measures
destroys the inner strength of a free
society in the false guise of contributing to its self-defense." We cannot
preserve freedom by denying iteither in war or in peace.

THE COMMUNIST WAR
ON RELIGION
By Gary MacEoin. New York. The
Devin-Adair Company. 1951. 264
pages. $3.50.

'JrN THE February, 1949, CRESSET, one
lL of our editorial writers wrote, in
commenting upon the arrest of Cardinal Mindszenty: "In the gathering
storm, there is going to have to be
a greater awareness among all Christians of their unity as Christians as
opposed to the paganism which is
not inherent in, but has become characteristic of, political Communism."
The response from our readers was

53

enough to make us wonder whether
they had anything more than a very
vague idea of the Communist attitude toward religion and whether
they had followed, with any degree of
interest, the gory story of the Communist treatment of the church.
This book by MacEoin presents
factual evidence that however difficult it may be to achieve ecumenicity
of doctrine, we have already achieved
substantial ecumenicity of martyrdom
over considerable parts of the world.
It is only within the relatively "safe"
areas of the West that the churches
can still afford the luxury of intramural sniping.
Many of the stories which MacEoin recounts are already well known.
What has not been done before, so
far as we know, is the bringing together of all of these stories of persecution and martyrdom into one connected narrative of a diabolical scheme
to stamp out all religions, first within the Soviet Union itself and then,
country by country and church by
church, in all of the satellite countries. Fifteen countries are discussed.
In each of them, the details vary but
the end product remains the samethe dethronement of God or His
imprisonment within the structure of
a compliant national church.
MacEoin has, in his discussion of
each country, begun by briefly outlining the pre-Communist role of the
church and of religion generally.
Then comes the story of the Church
under attack, and finally the story of
the Church as it is today. In all of
these accounts, there are sober warnings for the peoples of the West. No
one would attempt to mitigate the
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heinousness of the Russian war on
religion. But it must be admitted that,
too often, church people and liberal
democrats had prepared the way for
what happened, either by getting the
church neck-deep into politics or by
championing a mere ethics of decency
which lacked the power to regenerate
society. Perhaps it was from the W est
that the Russian Communist leaders
learned that a compliant state church
could be used (as the Russian Orthodox Church is being used) as an arm
of the political state.
But even under persecution, men
seemingly will not deny their nature.
Although the final aim of the Communists, as Sheikh Adelail el Kitani
says, "is to strike out against all men
who believe in God, whatever their
actual religion may be," they have
still not succeeded in exiling God,
even from the Russian homeland.
By Communist admission, some 55%
of the Russian people still profess a
belief in God and nowhere has the
persecution of the church proceeded
without stiff resistance from the very
people whose "opiate" Communism
has claimed religion to be.
But meanwhile the martyrology
grows daily. Just in the Ukrainian
Catholic Church, for example, MacEoin lists the following bishops and
what happened to them: Sheptytsky
of Lwow, died in 1944 under suspicious circumstances; Chomyshyn of
Stanislaviv, died in 1948 in a concentration camp; Kocylowsky of Przemsl ,
after long imprisonment, died in Kiev
in 1947; Slipy of Lwow (successor to
Sheptytsky) is doing forced labor in
a coal mine; Lakota of Przemsl was
doing forced labor in Siberia 1,mtil

his death in 1950; Budka, formerly
of the church in Canada, went insane
from torture and died in prison;
Latyshewsky of Stanislaviv is doing
forced labor in Siberia; Czarnetsky,
Apostolic Visitator, is a prisoner in
the northern Urals; Romzha of
Mukacevo was killed in 1947 in a
Red tank "accident" ; Shimrak of
Krizevci was murdered in prison in
1947; Gojdic of Presov was sentenced
to life imprisonment in January of
this year; Hopkow, his auxiliary, is
in prison without trial; Verhun, another Apostolic Visitator, has disappeared.
J ewish, Islamic, and Buddhist leaders have suffered similar fates. Truly,
the struggle is for the spirit of man.
The Communists know it. The Western world is still arguing, in its nice
tolerant way, about whether he has
a spirit.

THE SOVIET STATE AND
ITS INCEPTION
By Henry Best. Philosophical Library. New York. 1950. 448 pages.
$6.oo.
reviewer does not think that
T
Sen. McCarthy will read this book
or the CRESSET, and therefore feels
HIS

safe in quoting this line from Mr.
Best's book. "The Russians have too
many good qualities, are able to contribute too much to the well-being
and progress of humankind, for them
to be led elsewhere than in the ways
of p eace."
In a way this seems to be the purpose for which Mr. Best wrote his
book-so that Americans would come
~o kpow apd s~e llie Rvssian and !;lis,
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problems. More precisely, the book
is written, as Mr. Best says, because
"America has much to learn from
the achievements of the Soviet Union
-what it has done to its credit, and
what it has done that is not so, especially in the contrast of the one
with the other-much to learn to the
advantage of America-by way of challenge, of spur, or warning."
He goes on to say that "the present
work has been prepared, not so much
with regard to what has transpired
in the USSR, but rather as a general
sociological appraisal of what has
taken place there, or as a study of the
social philosophy underlying the
movement as a whole."
This is not a text book. Nor is it
written like one. Each chapter is well
written, reads easily. One thing that
this reviewer found lacking is notes
on the text. To know the source of
Mr. Best's information would be helpful many times. It is true, however,
that the author did not intend his
book for detailed study, but for information for understanding. And he
does provide an extensive bibliography at the end.
The information presented, checked
against present-day sources, seems to
be accurate. Much good study has
gone into the preparation for writing.
A closer look at the contents shows
that Mr. Best, as is his intention ,
gives a general survey of Russian
geography, history, the peasant farmers, industries, and the like before
the Revolution. In the period after
the Revolution, he talks in particular
about the Soviet State in relation to
her social, economic, religious, and
political structures.
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In many places the author points
out to the reader that there is much
that is good, and much that is bad in
the inception and growth of the
Soviet State. He has tried to be objective in the approach to his subject
matter. It may seem to some though
that he ends the book in a not too
objective matter by suggesting that
the American capitalistic system is
more "sufficiently in keeping with
the general feelings of men or with
iunate human nature."
The author has certainly taken a
sympathetic attitude in presenting
the problem of communism in the
USSR and in the world. This book
is definitely recommended to all thinking Americans. And perhaps "to
know, to be able to understand your
brother" will help to make "one
world."

ECONOMICS OF NATIONAL
SECURITY
Edited by G. A. Lincoln, W. S.
Stone, and T. H. Harvey. New
York. Prentice-Hall, Inc. 1951. 601
pages. $6.65.
with charts, tables, and
graphs, this book attempts a comR
prehensive review of "the scope and
EPLETE

nature of the economic problems
which have arisen from our country's
anti-aggression policy." As men who
could not be disloyal to the ideas of
the United States Military Academy,
the editors and contributors-Associates in the Social Sciences, Department of Social Sciences, United States
Military Academy-emphasize security
through power and mobilization. For
good or bad, the whole book has left
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me with a feeling of dreariness on a
perfect and sunny autumn afternoon.
Read and mark well: "The people
must be willing to pay for freedom
and survival with a certain propor·
tion of the lives of its citizens. Other·
wise, aggression is certain to triumph
immediately upon resort to force.
The discussion in this book presumes
the existence of a national will to
suffer the loss of considerable human
life in case war comes. In light of
the dire prophecies of carnage in
atomic war, it is worth while to survey
the prices paid in the past for military
victory." Dear Sirs, when has there
been victory?

FICTION
THE DESERT OF LOVE
By Francois Mauriac. Translated by
Gerard Hopkins. Pellegrini and
Cudahy. New York. 1951.
DESERT OF LOVE uniquely relates the experiences of a teenaged schoolboy and his doctor father
in their love for a "kept" woman.
Sincerity causes the father, who was
spurned, to turn even more desperately from his family to his emotionless
research work. In the young boy, who
was too clumsy once, passion creates
an adult revenger on womankind.
Only Maria remains the same after
many years, still kept, a woman who
might be demon or innocent depending perhaps on whether the reader
is male or female.
Francois Mauriac delves expertly
into human emotions. Three such
divergent characters as in his novel
call for the best in an author not

T
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only to create but most of all to
maintain. Incidentally, the work seems
to lose nothing in the translation.
ANN LANGE

THE HIGH CALLING
By James Street. Doubleday and
Company. 1951.
ITH The High Calling Author

W James Street ties a sequel to
his earlier novel of the ministry, The

Gauntlet. The reader finds a seasoned
version of the young Baptist parson
that lashed together a congregation
in Linden, Missouri, twenty years
prior. In the current book London
Wingo returns to Linden to shepherd
a brand new flock troubled by the
same old devil.
Mr. Street supplies a minister to
storybook clergymen who is refreshingly real after the bombastic Elmer
Gantries and the halo-crowned creations of soap box operas. Brother
Wingo worries too much, says the
wrong thing, loses his temper, but is
always a child of God. The High Calling, which will probably never endure
as great literature because of its too
gentle pace, is considerably worth
reading.
RoBERTA DoNSBACH

HISTORY
REUNION AND REACTION
By C. Vann Woodward. Boston.
Little, Brown and Company. 1951.
263 pages.
R.

C. VANN WooDwARD, an emi-

M nent and competent Johns Hop·
kins historian, has scored a historical

scoop with this book. He introduces
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the intriguing subj ect of the challenged Hayes election, the theme
of Reunion and Reaction, by reminding readers that "Five times in the
course of the nineteenth century
there arose political crises of such
gravity as to call forth all the celebrated American genius for compromise." In only one of these five instances, the Civil War-which has not
been settled even at this late date
according to barroom gossip-did the
attempts at compromise fail. In the
disputed election of 1876, however,
we returned "to the traditional ways
of expediency and concession."
In this election, Rutherford B.
Hayes of Ohio, who managed to win
the support of both the fermenting
Liberal Republicans and the standpat Old Guard, and Samuel J. Tilden,
who had an exaggerated reputation
for reform and honesty, muddled
past the home stretch of November
elections to the Senate decision of
March 2, 1877, when Hayes was declared successor to the tired Grant.
The postponement of the election
decision was caused by four doubtful
states whose electoral votes were in
dispute-South Carolina, Louisiana,
Florida, and Oregon. Each one of
these states, probably with much attendant fraud, presented two sets of
returns. The electoral commission,
chosen to cut the Gordian knot, divided seven to seven along party
lines. The fifteenth member, Judge
Bradley, under probable pressure,
turned the tide to Hayes. In the
course of the struggle, followers of
both men had probably stolen the
election from one another several
times. It happene d, however, that
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Tilden was last man out. Democrats,
with a mixed sense of wit and rage,
hung the moniker of "His Fraudulency" on Hayes.
The burden of Reunion and Reaction is placed on the problem of a
Hayes deal with the leaders of the
South: home rule would return to the
South with the election of Hayes.
According to the story, the obvious
happened: "On their part the Southerners promised to defeat their party's
filibuster, assist in completing the
count, and see that Hayes was peacefully inaugurated." Woodward documents the claim that before "the socalled Bargain" was struck "the
Southerners were already committed
to the course they pursued and Hayes
was already committed to a policy of
conciliating the South." In fact, Grant
had already begun such a policy of
conciliation. In short, there is more
to the story.
The Northern Republicans and
capitalists stood to gain much from
the economic revolution that accompanied the Civil War. With a bit
of deft maneuvering, Big Business
would occupy the chief places at the
Great Barbecue. But these positions
were threatened. These were the years
of scandal and depression. Big business and the Republican Party were
near bankruptcy. "From both East
and West there came threats against
the elaborate structure of protective
tariffs, national banks, railroad subsidies, and monetary arrangements upon which the new economic order
was founded." Liberal Republicans,
agrarian radicals, labor ferment, and
the Southern states were threatening
the new order. Nor could these in-
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terests maintain their domination in
a "lame-duck" period of uncertainty
with no president to succeed Grant.
In a quest for allies and support, the
Northern Republicans and capitalists
were able to capitalize upon "The
Rejuvenation of Whiggery" in the
South and the desire of many Southerners for internal improvements,
subsidies, flood control, banks, and
railroads. On this basis, "the Republican-Southern collaboration was
in full swing." In another place,
Woodward put it this way: "the Road
to Reunion was a railroad." "In return the South became, in effect, a
satellite of the dominant region. So
long as the Conservative Redeemers
held control they scotched any tendency of the South to combine forces
with the internal enemies of the new
economy, laborites, Western agrarians,
reformers. Under the regime of the
Redeemers the South became a bulwark instead of a menace to the new
order."
This is an important book. The
reader will become convinced along
with Avery Craven of the University
of Chicago that "much of present-day
writing will have to be revised because of this work."

HUMOR
THE MANY LOVES OF
DOBIE GILLIS
By Max Shulman. New York.
Doubleday and Company. 1951.
223 pages. $2.50.
ANY people think that Max Shulman is the funniest man alive.
M
It is possible that even some readers

of the CRESSET think he is amusing.
Much as we would regret that, we
accept the duty of apprising them
of the fact that a new Shulman book
is out.
This book is about a half-witted
"student" at the University of Minnesota who has, as the tide suggests,
many loves. The girls, if that is
the word we ar·e groping for, who
excite the Gillis emotions are overdrawn campus types who, if they existed at all in reality, would be most
remarkable for having been admitted
to a university. His loving is mostly
a matter of getting involved in situations which cast considerable doubt
upon the soundness of his mind.
It is the opinion of this reviewer
that one would have to have the
intelligence of a Dobie Gillis to find
anything very amusing in this tedious
yak-yak about his love life.

RELIGION AND
PHILOSOPHY
JOHN WESLEY'S JOURNAL
As abridged by Nehemiah Curnock.
New York. Philosophical Library.
1951. 433 pages. $3·75·
HE JouRNAL of John Wesley has
appeared in many forms. It was
originally published "in a series of
small volumes, each named 'An Extract.' " The Extracts ran to eight
volumes. This re-issue is a handy,
comprehensive, one-volume edition
that includes the interesting and important "features of the standard
eight-volume edition." "The aim has
been to preserve in a continuous

T
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narrative the main facts that illustrate the rise and progress of Methodism as described by John Wesley himselL" Nehemiah Curnock has kept his
promise.

APPLYING PHILOSQPHY
By Rupert c_ Lodge. Boston. The
Beacon Press. 1951. 243 pages.
$2 ·75·
HE reviewer conducts courses in
The Theory of Government. His
students sometimes look upon him
as one who lives in an ivory tower
and uses big words. Consequently, the
title of this monograph, Applying
Philosophy, was grabbed for review
with hope and alacrity. If I read and
digest this book, all the guys and
dolls will want to go out for Theory.
Why I will have more taking The
Theory of Government than go out
for varsity football and basketball.
That will be the day. The alumni do
not help me all they can.
The book makes a lot of sense.
Rupert C. Lodge, Professor of Philosophy at Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario, looks upon philosophy
"as reflective living." Humans, according to him, reflect on three stages.
In Lodge's words: "At the first level,
reflection is so permeated by our living that we hardly realize that we
are living refl•ectively at all. At the
second, we detach our reflection from
this preoccupation with the activities
of day-to-day living and examine,
critically and systematically, its nature, functions, and limitations. At
the third, we reintegrate the theoretical results achieved in the second

T
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stage, with our everyday activities."
He labels these three stages commonsense philosophy, academic philosophy, and applied philosophy.
Move over Costello, Melchiorre, Blaik,
and Boyle-let us reflect. In unison,
Lhey answer: "Sorry, bub, it's too
late." This book is not too late and
is good reading for a slightly nonreflective and non-logical world. I
am willing to wager that the author
is a good teacher and if he lives what
he teaches-as poor as the proverbial
teacher.

MARRIAGE AND THE
JEWISH TRADITION
Edited by Stanley R. Brav. New
York. The Philosophical Library.
1951. 218 pages. $3·75·
HRISTIANS have much indeed to
learn from the solidarity and
richness of Jewish family life. This
collection of essays by some of the
outstanding representatives of 20th
Century Judaism will help greatly to
understand the Jewish view of marriage both as it has developed historically and as it is held today by
probably the majority of Jewish
people.
The first section, on "Jewish Values," fills in the ethical background
for marriage in the Jewish tradition.
Of particular interest is chapter two
which discusses the four foundation
stones of Jewish marriage: the integrity of the family lif.e, child rearing, filial responsibility, and family
compatibility.
The second section, "Out of the
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Past," treats of the historical development of the family concept through
Biblical times, talmudic times, the
distr·essing years of the middle ages,
and the past two centuries. Louis
Wirth has written an especially good
chapter on "mind and occupation."
In the third section, four authors
discuss the philosophy of the individual and social groups, including marriage. Felix Adler's chapter on the
permanence of the marriage relationship is highly interesting and departs
significantly, on ethical grounds, from
the traditional Christian teachings on
the permanence of marriage.
The fourth section deals with education for marriage and religion in
the home. Here, it would seem, lies
the clue to the strength of Jewish
marriage, just as it is the strength of
marriage in any other tradition. And
here also lies the area of greatest
danger, for Judaism like Christianity
is under attack not so much from
other religions as from the egalitarian
irreligion of our age.
One thought sticks in this reviewer's
mind, the thought that ultimately no
amount of preaching and no amount
of education can preserve a social institution unless it can be underpinned with religious conviction living on generation after generation
in men and women going about their
daily business of living. It is significant that the editor has chosen to
speak of marriage and the Jewish
tradition rather than marriage and
Jewish teaching. It is the living tradition, going back into the ancient
past, that contributes whatev·er elements of strength there are in Jewish
marriage.

OTHER BOOKS
TWO SIDES TO A
TEACHER'S DESK
By Max S. Marshall. The Macmillan Co. New York. 1951. 284
pages. $3.00.
EACHING

and learning are synon-

T ymous concepts, depending upon

the point of view which is taken.
Books on teaching are usually discussions of the learning process from the
viewpoint of the ~eacher only, and
this presents a warped picture. Conversely, a discussion of teaching exclusively from the learner's angle
would be biased and subj·ective.
In this volume the author looks
at the educative process from both
the teacher's and the student's points
of view. He considers education a
cooperative endeavor between teacher and student. This implies that the
teacher view the learning process not
merely from his side of the desk, but
also consider the students' opinions
and reactions. If this be done, the
author is convinced that teacherstudent relations and the subsequent
learning process will be greatly improved.
The discussion is thought-provoking, challenging, and refreshing. It
is critical but avoids extremes. While
it opposes the traditional concept
which holds "that students are so
much plastic clay, •each like another,
from which a perfect image (of the
teacher) can be made," it also takes
exception to the "progressive" notion that "a student is a preformed
photographic image to be developed
cautiously in a dark room, without
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destroying a high light or a shadow. "
After discussing the goal of education, the techniques or methods of
teaching are reviewed and some of the
educational principles, such as "freedom of thought," and "dogma and
truth" are critically evaluated. This
section of the book especially will
cause the Bible-grounded reader to
take issue with the author. While he
agrees that dogma is frequently an
authoritative statement which is to be
accepted whether right or wrong, he
cannot share the point of v~ew that
"truth does not exist" and that the
goal in education can only be a seeking after and a moving closer to truth.
This position places Pilate into the
highest ranks of philosophers and
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condemns } esus as a pretender or an
ignoramus.
The teacher will especially appreciate the discussion of tests and grades.
The valuation of our commonly used
educational yardsticks, spiced with
humorous observations, is perhaps
one of the book's best contributions
to teacher guidance, not to forget the
author's discussion of the recognized
shortcomings of grading systems and
awards. A special chapter on the student's place in the educative process
does not disturb the balance which
the title of the book indicates. It
rather brings into focus a heretofore
neglected, but now increasingly emphasized, aspect of education, namely,
pupil and student guidance.

there is not and never can be a disciple at second
hand; for the believer, and he alone is a disciple, is always
in possession of the autopsy of faith; he does not see
through the eyes of another, and he sees only what every
believer sees-with the eyes of faith.
S~REN KIERKEGAARD-Philosophical Fragments

%e

READING ROOM
Q INCE the days of the American
0 revolution, Americans have
claimed a priority on truth-the
truth of democracy, freedom, and
equality-whatever all this means.
In all of our wars, we defended
the bastions of freedom and preserved the world for democracy
regardless of who our allies happened to be. In lip-service to the
maintenance of these ideals, we
Americans have been downright
ornery in our post-war periods.
These years in American history
have been marked by much vile
talk, witch-hunting, and defamation of character. The maligning
and impeachment of Andrew Johnson after the Civil War and the
Red Scare after World War I
which injured the reputations of
many innocent men are incidents
of which Americans can never be
proud. For example, Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer who engineered the Red Scare was guilty
of the following: cruel and unusual punishments, unreasonable
searches and seizures, compelling
persons to testify against them>elves, and arrests without warrants.

By
VICTOR F.
HOFFMANN

It almost seems as if in these
periods the old American machine
had run out of gas and that we
did not know where to go for a
re-fill. Some can sit down calmly
and think it over. Others of us
have to stick our head out of the
window, shake our fist, and yell at
the bright blue sky which really
had nothing to do with the whole
procedure. It makes it easier to
endure somehow if we can find a
scapegoat. The Commies have
been doing things to us anyhow.
They have been going where we
want to go. So it is easy for us to
say that they are at fault for our
running out of gas, at fault for the
shifting scenes we do not understand, the changing values, and
the doubts about the old premises
and values. I am constantly being
reminded of the preacher who had
not prepared too well and as a
result wrote into the margin of
his manuscript: "Weak here; yell
like you know what."
Americans are seeing similar
maneuvers after World War II.
The first really major and significant challenge to democratic

November 1951

'·

truth has us all yelling "Trumanism" and "McCarthyism" at one
another. So many think that the
test of the validity of the Western
heritage is to be able to win somehow for the truth regardless of
whether the methods may ultimately suppress the very democracy, Constitution, and rule of law
for which we fear. Chief of sinners
seems to be Senator McCarthy of
Wisconsin. After temporary oblivion, the Senator is back in the
news again-in the same unfortunate manner: he has named
names with Communist labels attached.
On February 9, 1950, McCarthy
began this business of labelling
people. At that time he claimed
to have the names of 205 people
in the State Department whose
loyalty ought to be questioned.
In later speeches, the 205 shrank
to 57, rose to 106, and levelled off
at 81. The latest figure at this
writing is 26. McCarthy has not
presented any concrete evidence
at this time for any of these cases.
The buck was passed to the McCarran committee which has produced nothing of moment.
On February 20, 1950, he said
there were three (maybe four) Big
Communists in the State Department. He took off on Owen Lattimore. To this day, Lattimore remains innocent until proved
guilty. In his recent book, The
Battle Against Disloyalty, Nathan-
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iel Weyl stated the case very
simply: "From start to finish, it
was a supreme example of dirty
fighting in which the prestige of
the American government was
dragged in the mud. . . . When
the smoke had cleared, the charges
against Lattimore's loyalty were
unproved." After March 30, 1950,
McCarthy attacked Philip Jessup
with this question among others:
"Why does he always join Communist fronts? Why not antiCommunist organizations?" To
this The Boston Traveler answered: Jessup is a member of the
American Legion. In fact, a former
American Legion post to which
Jessup belonged passed a resolution against "the unprincipled, unjustified, unsportsmanlike, unAmerican and intolerable conduct
of Senator McCarthy." If guilt by
association in the McCarthy manner shall prevail, then I submit
that Jessup is a 100 per cent American of the American Legion type
who believes in God, Motherhood,
the American Flag, and the Constitution. The Boston Traveler
further reported that McCarthy
made the following statement: "I
have a limited number of photostats showing that the FBI gave
the State Department a detailed
chart three years ago showing that
there was a total of 124 Soviet
agents, Communists, Communist
sympathizers and suspects in the
State Department." FBI Director
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J. Edgar Hoover countered that
he did not know about such charts.
Objecting to the Senator's tactics, The Claremont (New Hampshire) Daily Eagle of August 13,
1951, expressed regrets that the
press could not publish the names
of the 26 since they were not
offered the immunity against slander and libel available to Joe McCarthy. The analysis of Joseph C.
Harsch, chief of the Washington
bureau of The Christian Science
Monitor, pictures vividly the tragedy of another kind of immunity
with which McCarthy has covered
himself: "The fact is that the
Senate is afraid of Joseph McCarthy. He is something its members do not understand. He doesn't
really belong to their club. He
doesn't join the groups in the
lobbies where party differences
are laid aside and good fellowship
prevails. He doesn't consult with
his own party's leadership. He has
no personal friends, even on his
own side of the party aisle. Mostly
he sits alone, keeps his own counsels, goes his own way.... Many
of his Republican colleagues regard him as both useful and dangerous, others admit he is just dangerous.. . . He is impervious to
criticism. He seems to thrive on
abuse . . . . The cloudy spots on
his record seem to be an asset, not
a liability." By many, he is regarded as our worst Senator.
What about McCarthy as a

person? He had a good record
with the Marines but his record at
home is reported to be none too
good. He campaigned for the
Senatorship in 1946 while still on
the bench and he covered the
state in his campaign "by exchanging circuits with other judges."
In short, Wisconsin paid for his
campaign. The Board of Bar Examiners asked for his removal because of non-ethical conduct. He
had also defended members of
Rimmler's SS in a move "calculated to win German-American
votes" according to Weyl. LIFE
has denounced him for using the
tactics of Pravda. I am reminded
of an old Confucius joke going the
rounds when I was a kid: he who
throws mud, gets more on himself.
Though his absenteeism in the
Senate is quite high, he makes
use of his opportunities. Twelve
of the times he has spoken in the
last session, he has punched at
the straw man of Communism
with which he seems to be obsessed.
But he has said nothing. I am
for democracy and against Soviet
tactics but I do feel that McCarthy
ought to define what he is attacking. He sounds like a man who
has never defined communism,
read a decent book about Russia,
and who has never read the Gospel according to St. Marx-or of
St. Mark for that matter.
Nor does the Senator stand
alone. At times, it becomes quite
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clear that he is a front man. In
"Case History of a Smear" in The
Progressive, May, 1951, Alfred J.
Friendly, staff writer for The
Washington Post, pointed out that
McCarthy might have connections
that do not smell like Amour's
Delight. In the case study of the at·
tempted smear of Anna M. Rosenberg, Friendly revealed that Me·
earthy belonged to the same
crowd of "smearers" : Fulton Lewis
Jr., a notoriously biased radio
commentator; Dr. J . B. Matthews,
an ex-Communist of the Louis
Budenz type and former investigator for the House Un-American
Activities Committee in the days
of Martin Dies; Benjamin Fried·
man who subsidizes Common Sense
of Union, New Jersey, that specializes in actions against the "Yiddish-Marxist" plots; Rankin of
Mississippi, notorious for his hatred of Jews, Japs, and "niggers";
and Gerald L. K. Smith, anti·
Semite and pro-fascist agitator.
Though McCarthy denies these
connections, claims Friendly, his
office has been in contact with
these men and their agents. Even
the much less than liberal Time
indicated that McCarthy had
joined hands with arch-conspirator
Alfred Kohlberg, New York importer and fanatic crusader for
the China Lobby, "who passed
some of the ammunition to Senator
Joe McCarthy in McCarthy's as·
sault on the State Department."
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Why does McCarthy act the way
he does? He probably feels that
he has a corner on truth and
thinks that he is in the right. A
man with such an attitude is apt
to drive his views to their illogical
extensions. He knows that a few
Communists are running around
in important places. In his hurry
to get at them, every person who
does not quite conform to his ideas
becomes a Communist. If you hap·
pen to feel-as I do-that Chiang
Kai-shek cannot be trusted any
farther than you can throw Grandmother's grand piano, you will im·
mediately become a fellow-traveler. All of us have vindictiveness
in our blood. We were born that
way. We should approach the
hoodlum tactics of McCarthy with
a great deal of understanding for·
giveness. Some maintain that he
is overwhelmed by self-contempt
which he expresses in aggression
toward others. Others feel that he
is psychologically tempered to indulge in destructive projects to
express his internal discontent.
Many feel that he is an unsuspect·
ing puppet in the hands of evil
and malicious lobbyists, particu·
larly the China Lobby which has
never been known for forthrightness and for the presentation of
its case in the open where every
American may see. In the opinion
of a few, McCarthy is biologically
a crusader who has ambled into
the wrong cause. Votes surely had
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something to do with it all. Nathaniel Weyl explained him as
"A politician in search of an issue." At first, he wanted to campaign for the St. Lawrence Seaway
-not a bad device for catching
votes. Meanwhile, a story going
the rounds claims that he received
advice from Father Edmund A.
Walsh of Georgetown University
that "the man who consistently
attacked Communism would be
re-elected." When Joe used this
approach, his mail grew almost
by the roomsful-so they keep saying.
In spite of a reputedly shady
background, his ignorance of the
true political issues, and all this

dirty business, he will be re-elected
and probably by an overwhelming majority. Furthermore-with
all this busy beating of the bushes
-he is bound to find a few Communists. I am not applying the
white-wash technique to the Democratic Party. It would take a lot
of white-wash. But tactics such as
McCarthy uses will not do the
G.O.P. any good. If the Democrats
have soiled their linen, that fact
should not make us oblivious to
the fact that the elephant is beginning to look more like a mouse
that is running too hard. All the
hysterical squealing will not avail
for those who cannot find the
holes.

"It is perfectly possible to tell a lie without saying anything
untrue. As a matter of fact, the most effective liars are those
who never deliberately say anything that is not so; they
simply tell a piece of the truth and refuse to tell all of it."
Henry Hitt Crane in Your Life Counts
(Abingdon-Cokesbury Press)
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evaluates one of the world's most powerful forces

The

Motion Picture
By

a long time motion-picture
F producers
have looked with
OR

suspicion and disfavor on the
brash young newcomer called television. Now there are signs which
indicate clearly that movie-makers
have come to the conclusion that
television is here to stay and, consequently, have adopted the "ifyou-can't-lick-'em-join-'em" technique.
The large and powerful Paramount Studios have even purchased a 50 per cent interest in
the International Telemeter Corporation, an organization founded
to develop and exploit a meter attachable to any home telephone
receiver. By means of this attachment patrons can be charged for
selected television programs.
Republic Pictures cleared the
way for the release of their old
and new films to television. In
June the president of the Embassy Newsreel Theatres in New
York City announced that arrangements had been made for the installation of large-screen television

ANNE HANSEN

equipment and that telecast sports
and news events would be shown
in addition to the regular newsreel programs.
Independent producer Robert
A. Lippert ran into trouble some
time ago when he sold a block of
pictures-all made within the last
five years-to Paramount's Hollywood TV Station KL T A. The
Screen Actors' Guild promptly
took steps to invoke a clause which
is part of every basic Guild contract. This clause restricts or forbids the television use of any film
made since August 1, 1948. Since
all motion-picture players are
members of the Screen Actors'
Guild, the enforcement of this restrictive clause would bar them
from working in any film produced
by Mr. Lippert. Thus Mr. Lippert
would soon be out of business.
In mid-September an interesting
experiment in mass-training
through television was carried out
in motion-picture theaters located
in Philadelphia, in New York City,
in Baltimore, and in Washington,
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D. C. These theaters became classrooms for the showing of a special
program called The School for Survival. Produced under the auspices
of the Federal Civil Defense Administration, the telecast program
originated in Station WMAL-TV,
Washington. Federal civil defense
workers gathered in movie theaters
in the four chosen cities to see a
program which included demonstrations of air raid warning procedures and rescue operations following a major disaster. During a
two-way question-and-answer period questions asked in all four
theaters were answered promptly
from the TV studios in Washington. Questionnaires designed to
obtain a critical analysis of the
experiment were distributed to
those who took part in this pioneer
undertaking. These questionnaires
are to be carefully studied. If they
confirm the convictions expressed
by Millard Caldwell, Federal Civil
Defense Administrator, the program will be expanded to include
many other cities. Mr. Caldwell
says, "The technique of theater
television can sharply speed up
training of civil defense volunteers.
Before long our fellow-workers in
fifty other cities may be able to
join us for training sessions like
this."
Television took a long step forward on September 4• when the
President of the United States
made the first coast-to-coast broad-

cast-telecast over the American
Telephone and Telegraph Company's new microwave relay system. This event has started a feud
within the industry. Hollywood
now claims that the historic broadcast marked "the death and burial
of New York as the television capital of the world." Hollywood, we
were told, would don the royal
crown when the microwave relay
would go into coast-to-coast commercial operation on September
30. In reply Gotham gave a raucous
Bronx cheer. The big city asked,
"Maybe we should move the New
York Giants, the Brooklyn Bridge,
and the Brooklyn Dodgers to Hollywood? Never!"
Want to have fun? Then go to
see Here Comes the Groom (Para·
mount, Frank Capra). This is nonsense in the well-known Bing
Crosby style. In addition, there are
moments of pathos which touch
on the tragedy of the children of
Europe who were left homeless
and alone through the ravages of
war. Franchot Tone and Jane Wyman share top honors with Bing.
Two small new-comers, Beverly
Washburn and Jacky Gencel, are
appealing as the youngsters who
adopt the American newspaperman who befriended them. The
fine cast includes talented young
Anna Maria Alberghetti. Mr. Capra's direction is sensitive and sure.
jim Thorpe- All American
(Warners) pays tribute to the man
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who has been called America's
greatest athlete. The fabulous career of Jim Thorpe-an American
of Indian ancestry-has become a
legend in sports circles. Although
the film script does not accurately
re-create the life story of the famous athlete, this is a warmly
human picture of a man who
knew both success and failure.
The Tall Target (M-G-M, Anthony Mann) takes us back to the
turbulent days which preceded
the inauguration of Abraham Lincoln. The War Between the States
was imminent, and there were
many threats against the life of the
President-elect. The Tall Target
presents a suspense-filled account
of the manner in which Pinkerton
agents are said to have frustrated
a well-laid plot to assassinate Mr.
Lincoln during a stop-over in Baltimore on his way to Washington.
This is a better-than-average detective yarn. Acting, setting, and
direction are excellent.
Thousands of loyal fans are always ready to welcome any new
film in which Spencer Tracy appears. No doubt many of his admirers will applaud The People
Against O'Hara (M-G-M, John
Sturges) But I feel compelled to
say that this release does not measure up to Mr. Tracy's most distinguished pictures. Based on a
novel by Eleazer Lipky, The
People Against O'Hara is set
against a dreary tenement back-
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ground. It portrays the degeneration of a brilliant criminal lawyer.
I had the good fortune to hear
and meet Ezio Pinza long before
he joined the cast of South Pacific.
At that time Mr. Pinza's magnificent voice, superb artistry, and
engaging personality made an indelible impression on those who
heard him. Alas, something has
happened to the renowned basso
since he went to Hollywood. His
first picture, Mr. Imperium, in
which he is co-starred with Lana
Turner, is so disappointing that
M-G-M has held up its release indefinitely. Strictly Dishonorable
(M-G-M) is a little better, but one
doubts that it will elicit loud
cheers. Some of the Pinza charm
remains, but the voice has deteriorated. The script, incidentally,
seems to have been put together
in a cement-mixer.
Two new fun-makers have taken
the country by storm. Nightclub,
radio, and TV audiences have been
laughing over the antics of Dean
Martin and Jerry Lewis for a long
time. That's My Boy (Paramount)
co-stars Dean and Jerry in a hilarious slapstick satire on the nation's
overemphasis of sports. Eddie
Mayehoff is very funny in the role
of the middle-aged ex-All-American football hero.
Mr. Belvedere Rings the Bell
(2oth Century-Fox) foolishly continues a series that has lost the
sparkle and the charm which
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marked the first of the Mr. Belvedere films. Unless 2oth CenturyFox executives have the good
sense voluntarily to discontinue
this series, one day soon the bell
will toll for Mr. Belvedere.
Here are three musical offerings
that have much in common. They
are filmed in bright technicolor
against lavish backdrops, and they
are set in that magical land of
make-believe which seems to be
reserved for all musical films.
Meet Me After the Show (2oth
Century-Fox) has been constructed
to display glamorous Betty Grable
in a flattering showcase. Happy
Go Lovely (RKO-Radio) makes
full use of every corny situation
ever devised for musical extravaganzas, and Rich, Young and
Pretty (M-G-M) mixes music and
melodrama with sugarcoated sentimentality.
The Secret of Convict Lake (2oth
Century-Fox, Michael Gordon) is
based on a real incident in California history. In the winter of
1871 five escaped convicts fought
their way through a raging mountain blizzard into a small, secluded
valley community. The men who
lived in the valley were away prospecting for gold. Only their women and children were at home. Led

by a bedridden matriarch-effectively portrayed by Ethel Barrymore-the women at first keep the
men at bay. Then disaster strikes,
and the convicts take over. Fine
acting, skillful direction, and majestic natural settings lift this picture far above the average western.
Frederick Lonsdale's twenty-fiveyear-old play The Last of Mrs.
Cheyney is back on the screen in
The Law and the Lady (M-G-M).
Locale and period have been altered, and there are changes in
the plot. Greer Garson, Michael
Wilding, and Fernando Lomas are
the principles in a good cast. Dare
one hope that this is a farewell
appearance for Mr. Lonsdale's
brittle and inconsequential comedy?
His Kind of Woman (RKO,
John Farrow) is not my kind of a
picture. This is sheer boredomtwo long hours of boredom.
One glance at the sinister characters aboard the Peking Express
(Paramount) is enough to convince the seasoned movie-goer that
this will be a rough trip-a rough
trip for the longsuffering audience
as well as for the sinister characters. Talk, talk, talk-interspersed
with treachery, murder, and torture. This is cheap melodrama.

Verse
Call of the Highlands
Lightly falling, snow on a moon-washed hillside,
Whitely calling, beckons the forest dome;
Pine boughs, waving phantom arms in starlight,
Mutely pleading, draw the exile home.
Heed, 0 wanderer, borne on winds of midnight,
Plead low voices, memories homey, brave;
Be alert to mountain and pine and snowflake,
Hear the haunting plea of a lonely grave!
FRIEDA MARTINI BucHEN

Economy
0 where did the dewdrop's colors go,
When the sun rose high at noon?
Translucent gold with saffron glow,
Rose madder, blue, maroon?
They hid in a beauty lover's mind,
And there they are glowing still,
For even dew obeys the kind,
Benignant Father's will.
FRIEDA MARTINI BucHEN

Resurrection
Whether they be good
or evil
These somber burning thoughts,
Who knows?
This I know.
Yours words and m y spirit
were wed.
For thirty minutes I was soul
And spirit and yearning.
For thirty minutes I was dead
And risen to the heights.
I won't forget
ROBERT EPP

UR leading feature article this month

O has been long in the making and
is designed as something of an opening

conclusions drawn are justifiable from
the scientific standpoint.

statement in an area about which we
hope to have more to say in the months
to come-the problem of the scientist as
a moral person. The author, Lester Lange, holds a Master's degree in mathematics from Leland Stanford, jr. University and is instructor in mathematics and
a member of the editorial board of the
CRESSET at Valparaiso
University.
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