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THR ;ﬁ%ﬁi NRCESSITY John &,30.
At midnight on April 30th of this year the first

third of the twentisth century passed into the timeipss shadows
of eternity. What it has meant to the world is still hidden
behind the veil which surrounds all history in the making; what
it has meant to the Church is still vague and shadowy before
our timebound and sindarkened eyes. Standing today in the
sunset of the world and the twilight hour of humanit% it is
diffioult for us to read the writing of the years. Only one
jhing.;eems'to be cleaf.wc’fhp eternal counsels of the living
God have used these troubled years to bring to the world and'¢o
the Church a testing and a winnowing time which has filled
the hearts of men with fear and trembling. Within the memory
of 811 but the very youngest of us God has sent upon the world
in swift and fierce succession three great trials --- the World
War, the days of unprecedented prosperity, and the recent years
of economic distress. This morningAit is pefhaps 8till too
early to read clearly what his eternally moving fingers have
written during these twenty years.zé?’But of one thing we may
be sure: When the light of eternity will fall upon ?he pages
of our recent history it will become fearfully and finally
evid ent that the greatest of these trials was the second --- the
years of prosperity. It was the o0ld, o0ld story -- the story
almost as 0ld as humanity itself. Outwardly the Church
prospered. It grew and became rich. It flourished and built
great churches. It looked strong and healthy. But inwardly --

God pity us -- all the worms of our twentieth century civilization

were eating its heart away. Here was a man who s8till came
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to Church but who had long since found the gold of Amerioca
more important than the gold of the city of God. < Here was
a woman who Ssw more beauty in society then in her church, N
Here was a young man who felt that the thirty pieces of silver
of a growing business were even today more to be desired than
a Savior from sin. A%@ﬁ@ﬁ"“é went down and down and deeper
down ~» until God came amd did whatyhe always does when the
hearts of men turn away from him. He took away t;:%e things
that we considered important and brought out of the confusion
of men's opinions, out of the wreck of human hopes and human
ambitions, out of the disaster of an entire philosophy of life,
a new vision, s&& a new hope, and a new faith in Him who even
today stands unchanged and unchanging above the shifting fortunes
of men o4 holding in His crosstorn hands all the days of

your life and mine. afw"

i the Kol
Fade=rrw —~-:I¥ is at this waXy moment, that we have ,
n the Lyenng
come together here to consider the work of the Church sb=our
hoar of the warld
godt—kmowsthat thig tsrmo—time—For
__g/gggngmappeal,£ap~menvy~fur“%n§ heathen 1A TiiIa or Twina.

We are today still a puzzled and bewild ered Church, a Church

from which the shadows have not yet lifted, a Church which is

still paying bitterly for the mistakes of the fal thless years.
thercpere€

sei=zs There is nothing for us to do but to return once more

to the great Author amd Pinisher of our faith, to tear away

the shadows which have come over our vision of the Crucified

and to see once more that if the Church is to move forward in

cdrT
this sunset of time there must come over Four hearts swiewsbte
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had come down from Nazareth. He was almost alone,-- s
’fﬂfough the veil of a few months his prophetic eye could
perhaps see the grim shadow of Herod, the dancing figure
of Salome, and the pale gleam of the sword that was to send
his head rolling into the dust. And yet Xc there he stands,--
He dees wet whine
,aaﬁ’“e has no compleint, ne=wirtninmg over his spparent failure, &
no thought':ﬁ the grim shadow over his head. - 2% Fhere is
a note of pride in his voice and the ring of triumph in his
words as he answers & question about Jesus with the divinely
simple sentence: "He must increase; I must decrease.”
What did Johﬁ'meanuwhpn he said, "He must increase™?
Certainly not that there could be anygthing added to the work
of Him toWhom he had pointed as the Lamb of God that taketh
away the sins of the world. That cannot be increased. John
knew why his Tord Christ had come into the world and what His
task would be. That was His work .\ Xa@ ﬁevtrod the winepress
of God's wrath over the sins of men -- alone. == Jﬁst as
clearly yeégzétzl must see today that there is nothing that we
can add to Calvary. When the lonely Sinbearer of the world
raised His head in His final farewell: "Father, into Thy hands
I commend my spirit,” it was the world's easiest farewell,*%
the farewell of atonement completed, of sins forgiven, of work
accomplished. There was nothing more to bg done. Now He could
g0 home,-- End as Be came the tall lilies of heaven bent left
and right, e .the choirs of eternity stood silent, and the only

OF any Meaning h'fl /7
sound,in heaven and earth was theAsignificant sound of the

tearing of a veil. ﬁﬁd’?ﬁat was enough. No man before or
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power of the living God in the individusl Chrisfian life.
Desperately and vainly men may try to avoid the implications
of that divine "must” -- they may try to hide behind their
own weaknesses ~- they may see a thousand other necessities
in their sinbound hearts. This "must” comes back. It
stands immovable. It brings to Christ-rede;med and sanctified
souls the final purpose of their lives. It reveals in a moment
all the great, diiving power behind a Paul, a Luther, a Walther --
behind all .the ssints and martyrs of all the heroic years who
have been driven by this divine "must” to offer up their lives
at the marching feet of the conquering Christ. It is the
"must"” of sublime, unshakeable faith. There is no choice
about the matter. There is no cautious weighing of the
probabilities or possibilities of success or failure. This
is no twentieth century committee report. This is final.
There is no more to be said. He must increase.
Aﬂﬁ ﬁkw John turns the picture: "I must decrease."
We shallllose much of the meaning of John's great declaration
unless we see clearly that the logical relation between the
two parts of his statement is one of cause and effect. There
lies in them a view of life and a vision of service so far-
reaching in its meaning that we can only stand before it in
wonder and amazement. Where did John get this second "wust" --
"I must decrease”? There is only one answer: Deep down in
his heart John knew that he had to decrease if Christ was to

incresase. He might Jjust as well have said: "He must increase,

because ] decrease. One great reason why Christ did increase
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and will continue to increase is that I have decrerased W I
have given up all hope of power and glory. 4k I have givén up
wealth and position,® I have brought all I have and am to His
who is fairer than all the children of men. I have gone down
in order that He might go up."

We come here upon one of the most mysterious facts
in God's eternal plan of salvation for the children of men ~--
the fact that even today, as far as this world is éoncerned,
the power and glory of the redeeming Christ -- yea, even His power
to touch the hearts of the world -- depends upon the presence
of men and women in the world who are willing, by the sanctifying
grace of the spirit of God, to decrease in order that He might
increase. Paul touches upon the mystery when he says: "It
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that
believe.” How deeply this has etched itself upon the mind of
Christianity we can see from a very old legend in the Wastern
Orthodox Church. At twilight on the evening of Ascension
Day our blessed Lord came to the gates of heaven. There He
was met by the angel Gabriel. B Gabriel said: "Oh lord,
it is finished?" A @ur Tord ;:;g:ci "It is finished."
Gabriel said: "Shall I now send down the legions of angels
and archangels to proclaim to the weary hearts of men that
their redemption has been accomplished and that the proud gates
of eternity are once mbre open before them¥" And our Lord
looked down upon the eartg,f% down to where He could see a

small band of men slowly going down a little hill in Galileﬁfiﬁ
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and He turned to Gabriel and said: "No, I have left down
there a handfull of men and a few womenlib and from now on
it is up to them." And 8o toéay ~- after two thousand years
in which no angel has come down from heaven to preach the
eternal Gospel and no archangel has reached down to touch
the bleeding hearts of men with the tender hand of heaven --
after 8ll these faithful and falthless years -- 1t is still
up to us. Tven today there is only the Lord Jesuslib and
you and I upon whom the ends of the world have come. It 13 
still up to us. We must decrease.

The voice of John comes across the years, "I must
decrease”, ¥ o We, the children of an age of organizations
and drives and comnittees, are immediately struck by the
intensely personal note in his statement. I -- I-- must
decrease. He made no attempt to evade the final issue, no
effort to getfground the eternal and inimitable fact that the
problemsof':asgigzs. the problem of:?;creasing Christ in the
world is not a problem of boards and committees and organizations.
but first and last a problem of the individual human soul?i;;e
challenge of the living God not to my Church, but to me.

I know today that many of you have already answered
this challenge by offering up much of your time, your talent
and your strength in the building of the Kingdom here and abroad.
But for how many of us is the entire matter still summed up in
the routine offering at a routine missionfestival -- as if God

in heaven could be satisfied with the few dollars I can spare

in order to enable other people to do my personal task. Have
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we forgotten that God never comes first to a man's pocketbook
and then to his heart -- but ever, always, and eternally to his
heart-alone?'aaf'fie rest will take care of itself. Behind
marching Kngd om

and above all our offerings for the camasofluisaious, Nt behingf
and above all ogr love for our fellowmes * behind and above‘
all we do and are in the Churchjik there must stand the living,
vital, heasrt-warming, personal faith in the redeeming Christ
which alone will enable us to say with John: “l must decrease.”
"I must decrease” -- decrease in what? Decrease in
all those things which now stand between us and our vision of
the living Christ -- in worldliness and selfishness ~- in the
bitter hate and fearful malice which at times creep into our
organizational life -- in all those things which have made our
hearts cold and our hands weary and-have brought to us the
bitterness of the 1z st few years. Nothingless than that will
do. Across the solemn centuries the voice of the Savior comes
to us: "He that loveth father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me",4§\aaa’€gé graves of the world are full of men and
women who have gone down into the dust crushed and broken because
they thought that something less than that would do.
Yggzi§g$~*’1ﬁére is something heroic, something high
and holy about John's view of lifel%¥ something that has always
made a tremendous appeal to Christ-redeemed and sanctified hearts.
All the glory and all the power in the Church in all these long
years have come from men and women who have been ready to decrease

in order that He might increase. The pages of the New Testament
are their story. The pages of church history are their biography.
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