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REVIEWS OF RECENT LITERATURE 

SPEAK, MEMORY: AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY REVISITED. Vlad imir  
Nabokov. New York: G.P. Putnam's  Sons ,  1966. 316 pp. $6.75. 

P r e sumab ly ,  many of Vlad imir  Vladimirovich Nabokov's r e a d e r s  do 
not know that  he  is a dis t inguished entomologist ;  one c a n  s e a r c h  through 
the major i ty  of h i s  numerous  novels ,  s h o r t  s t o r i e s ,  t rans la t ions  and 
c r i t i c a l  works  without d i scover ing  the fact .  On the o the r  hand,  t he r e  
may be  an  entomologist  somewhere  who does  not know tha t  Nabokov 
of the Lycaenidae is a l so  the author of Lolita, pain and Nabokov3s 
Dozen. To those i n  both ca t ego r i e s ,  and to those who a l ready  know 
how success fu l ly  Nabokov has  br idged  the Two Cu l tu r e s ,  we r ecommend  
Speak* Memovy. 

This  en la rged  and r ev i s ed  vers ion  of Nabokov's autobiography has  
a r a t h e r  compl ica ted  past .  Many of i t s  chap t e r s  appeared  i n  f i r s t  f o r m  
in  such magaz ines  a s  The New Yovkev--where,  a s  example ,  the s ixth 
was printed a s  "Butterf l ies"  in  1948. The f i r s t  vers ion  of the auto- 
biography was  published in  the United S ta tes  a s  Conclusive Evidence 
(1951); i t s  s u c c e s s  may be  m e a s u r e d  by the f ac t  that  i t  was t r an s l a t ed  
into f ive languages.  The ea r l y  f o r m  of Chapter  6 h a s  a l ready  become a 
mino r  c l a s s i c  of i t s  kind,  and was included in  Pa t r i ck  Matthews' 
anthology The Puvsuit of Motlzs and Butterflies (1957). 

Now the r e  is additional ma t e r i a l ,  woven into the capt ivat ing s t o ry  of 
Nabokov's childhood in  C z a r i s t  R u s s i a ,  h i s  educat ion a t  Cambr idge ,  
and the European  ex i le  when the Russ ian  novels  we re  wri t ten.  Only a 
hint i s  given of h i s  l a t e r  work with the Lepidoptera ,  a s  the t ime-  
span does  not extend beyond the au thor ' s  emigra t ion  to Amer i ca  in  
1940. Yet t he r e  a r e  evocat ive pa s sages  i n  which Nabokov r e c a l l s  h i s  
e a r l y  entomological  expe r i ence s  on the g r e a t  e s t a t e  nea r  St. Pe t e r sbu rg .  
We wait with h im a t  deep-throated f lowers  and net Sphingidae a s  they 
feed  during the June twilight, and follow h im  a s  he  s u g a r s  f o r  Catocala 
adulteva in  the cool  no r the rn  autumn. 

T h e r e  a r e  t r iumphs  and moments  of advers i ty .  In a d i sused  s t o r e -  
r o o m ,  the youthful Nabokov d i s cove r s  a hos t  of r a r e  entomological  
books; su r e ly  the ownership of M a r i a  Sibylla Mer i an ' s  supe rb  co lo r -  
plate  work on Sur inam i n s e c t s ,  E s p e r ' s  Die Schmzttevlinge and 
Boisduval 's  Icones I?istoriques de ~&idopt;ves  Naxveaux would incl ine 
anyone toward the col lect ing of Lepidoptera!  We s h a r e  Nabokov's 
d i s t r e s s  a s  the Swiss  gove rnes s ,  en te r ing  h i s  r oom to r e a d  aloud a 
pa s sage  f r o m  Rousseau  denouncing zoology in  favor of botany, s i t s  
decisively on a cabinet  d r awer  containing a r a r e  s e r i e s  of Pievzs 
bvassicae abe r r a t i ons  including a gynandromorph,  then 'consoles '  h im 
by suggest ing tha t  the broken spec imens  we re  only "p,clpillons de 
potagevJ*. 

Vladimir  Nabokov has  hunted but te r f l i es  "in var ious  c l i m e s  and 
d isguises :  a s  a p re t ty  boy in  kn ickerbockers  and s a i l o r  cap ;  a s  a lanky 
cosmopoli tan expa t r ia te  in f lannel  bags  and b e r e t ;  a s  a f a t  ha t l e s s  old 
man in sho r t s , ' '  and few w r i t e r s  in  English have  h i s  power to evoke 

1

Wilkinson: Speak, Memory: An Autobiography Revisited

Published by ValpoScholar, 1967



142 THE MICHIGAN ENTOMOLOGIST Vol. 1, No. 4 

the s p i r i t  and color of the chase.  Speak, Memovy will su re ly  find i t s  
place among those books turned to in desperat ionon long winter evenings 
when all that can  remind us  of happy pas t  seasons  a r e  the long rows of 
spec imens ,  and reminiscences  that  such authors a s  Nabokov provide. 

R.S. W. 

BRIEF NOTICES 

ANNUAL REVIEW O F  ENTOMOLOGY: VOLUME 12. Edited by Ray F. 
Smith and Thomas E. Mitt ler .  Palo Alto, California: Annual Reviews, 
1967. viii,  563 pp. $8.50. 

Contributions to this  yea r ' s  volume are :  The entomologist J.C. Fab r i -  
c ius ;  Tempera ture  effects on embryonic development in insec ts ;  Gut 
absorption; Food select ion by grasshoppers ;  Bionomics and ecology of 
predaceous Coccinellidae; Fungal-insect mutualism in t r e e s  and t imber ;  
Systemic insecticides in t r e e s ;  Insec ts  and the problem of aus t r a l  dis- 
junctive distribution; The evolution and pas t  d i spe r sa l  of the Tr ichoptera ;  
Evaluation of f o r e s t  insec t  infestations (by F r e d  B. Knight, Department 
of F o r e s t r y ,  University of Michigan); Mode of action of insecticide 
synergis t s ;  Consequences of insecticide use  on nontarget organisms;  
A cr i t ica l  review of Bacilhs thving-iensis var .  thuvingiensis Ber l ine r  
and o ther  crystal l i ferous bac ter ia ;  Allergic responses  to insec ts ;  Trans-  
stadia1 and t ransovar ia l  development of d isease  agents in arthropods;  
Ticks in relat ion to human d i seases  caused  by Rickettsia species ;  Recent 
fundamental work on t s e t s e  f l ies;  Recent  advances in bee  communica- 
tion and orientation; The evolution and genetics of insec t  behaviour; and 
Acoustical communication in arthropods (by Richard D. Alexander, 
Department of Zoology, University of Michigan). 

e e e  
RAISING LABORATORY ANIMALS: A HANDBOOK FOR BIOLOGICAL 
AND BEHAVIORAL RESEARCH. J a m e s  Silvan. Garden City,  New York: 
The Natural History P r e s s ,  1966.xiv, 225pp.Cloth. $4.95; paper ,  $1.45. 

This in teres t ing  l i t t le  work contains ideas for  the maintenance and 
study of a g r e a t  var ie ty  of an imals ,  f rom amoeba to opossum. Ento- 
mologists  will want to r ead  the chapters  about g ra s shoppe r s ,  c r icke ts  
and te rmi tes .  The re  i s  a useful appendix, l is t ing sou rces  for  the pur-  
chase  of genera l  biological supplies,  animals and special ized equipment. 

e e e  
ADVANCES IN INSECT PHYSIOLOGY: VOLUME 3. Edited by J. W. L. 
Beament ,  J. E. Treherne  and V. B. Wigglesworth. London and Xew York: 
Academic P r e s s ,  1966. x ,  382 pp. $13.50. 

This ,  the la tes t  volume of a useful s e r i e s  initiated in 1963, contains 
the following papers:  Image formation and senso ry  t ransmiss ion  in the 
compound eye; Amino acid and protein metabolism in insec t  develop- 
ment; Metabolic control  mechanisms in  i n sec t s ;  The control  of poly- 
morphism in  aphids; The regulation of breathing in insec ts .  The well 
chosen type face and pleasing fo rma t  might well s e r v e  a s  models for  
other publishers to emulate. 
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