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ARTHUR J. YRTES (1882-1961) 
AND HIS COLLECTION OF LEPIDOPTERA 

Roland L.  F i s c h e r  

C u r a t o r ,  Entomology Museum,  Michigan State  Univers i ty  
E a s t  Lans ing ,  Michigan 48823 

The  f ine  col lect ion of Michigan Lepidopte ra  a s s e m b l e d  by the  l a t e  
A r t h u r  J. Yates  h a s  recen t ly  been donated by h i s  wife, M r s .  E the l  K. 
Y a t e s ,  to the Entomology Museum of Michigan S ta te  Universi ty .  

Ar thur  Yates  was  born  i n  the county of Kent ,  England on 30 Ju ly  
1882,  and was  educated t h e r e  i n  the  s t a n d a r d  school  s y s t e m .  He at tended 
evening s e s s i o n s  s o  that  h e  could join h i s  f a t h e r  in  the  cons t ruc t ion  
b u s i n e s s ,  and subsequently followed t h a t  t r a d e  f o r  the  r e m a i n d e r  of h i s  
l i fe .  Ya tes  was recognized  a s  a c r a f t s m a n  of the  h ighes t  c a l i b e r  in  h i s  
spec ia l ty ,  t h e  instal la t ion of f i r e  b r i c k  i n  smel t ing  f u r n a c e s .  

His  i n t e r e s t  i n  entomology began i n  England when h i s  s c h o o l m a s t e r ,  
an accompl i shed  a m a t e u r ,  invi ted h i m  to join a col lect ing foray .  Yates  
was i n s t r u c t e d  in  the  a r t  of p r e p a r i n g  h i s  c a t c h e s  f o r  the  cab ine t ,  and 
soon  d e r i v e d  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  f r o m  col lect ing Engl i sh  Lepidopte ra .  By 

ARTHUR J. YATES 
(1882-1961) 
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1912 Yates had a s semb led  an ex tens ive  col lect ion which, unfortunately,  
was too l a r g e  to accompany him when he  emig ra t ed  to the United 
S ta tes  in  1913. 

Some  t ime  af te r  a r r i v ing  in  A m e r i c a  he  once again r e sumed  the pu r su i t  
of h i s  youthful hobby. About 1939 h e  me t  another  Michigan co l l e c to r ,  
John H. Newman, who was then living i n  Detroi t .  Together  they fo rmed  an 
assoc ia t ion  tha t  l as ted  until  1945 when Newman moved to South Lyon,  
a sma l l  f a rming  community in Washtenaw County. During t he se  s i x  
y e a r s  they prac t iced  many methods of col lect ing Lepidoptera ;  working 
a t  l ight-sheets ,  "sugaring" and s ea r ch ing  f o r  cocoons in winter .  They 
were  an inseparab le  col lect ing t e a m ,  t he i r  comple te  en thus iasm bridging 
the  gap in t he i r  ages .  Numerous r e c o r d s  were  added to the l i s t  of 
Michigan Lepidoptera  through the i r  joint efforts .  

Yates was a c h a r t e r  m e m b e r  of the Det ro i t  Entomological  Society,  
and took a keen i n t e r e s t  in all  of i t s  functions. He r e a d  occas iona l  
pape r s  descr ib ing  h i s  col lect ing methods and f ield expe r i ence s ;  these  
e f for t s  we re  always enthusiast ical ly rece ived .  His  col lect ing ac t iv i t i es  
we re  not r e s t r i c t e d  to the Det ro i t  a r e a ,  f o r  h i s  spec ia l ized  t r ade  
necess i ta ted  f requent  t r a v e l  to o the r  p a r t s  of Michigan. He r egu l a r l y  
v i s i ted  the nor thern  counties  of the s t a t e  to s e e k  rel ief  f r o m  hay f eve r ,  
and was thus able to add measu rab ly  to h i s  collection. 

Aside f r o m  being an e x p e r t  c r a f t sman ,  Yates  was an accomplished 
ga rdene r .  His  extensive ya rd  was the kind p ic tured  in magazines-- the 
s o r t  that  many of u s  s t r i v e  to emula te  but  neve r ,  desp i te  o u r  con- 
c e r t e d  effort ,  a r e  able to duplicate. In the mid-1940s. h i s  Rosevil le  
home was sur rounded  by open f ie lds  and s ca t t e r ed  woodlands; a l l  these  
ev idences  of na ture  have now been rep laced  by f ac to r i e s ,  homes  and 
superhighways to s e r v e  the heavily indus t r ia l ized  a r e a  of met ropol i tan  
Det ro i t .  His  col lect ion is thus ex t r eme ly  valuable,  f o r  the ecosys t em h a s  
changed s o  extensively tha t  many of h i s  r e c o r d s  c an  never  be  duplicated. 

In December  1958 Yates los t  h i s  only son ,  John,  and neve r  com-  
pletely r e cove red  f r o m  the t ragedy.  In July 1959 h e  suf fe red  a s t r o k e ,  
which s e r i ous ly  cur ta i led  h i s  usua l  act ivi t ies .  He pa s sed  away a t  h i s  
Rosevil le  home  on 1 June  1961, a t  the age of 78. 

The Ar thur  Yates  col lect ion conta ins  approximately 3500 spec imens  of 
Lepidoptera  and includes many s ing le  s t a t e  r e c o r d s ,  a s  well a s  spec i e s  
known in Michigan f r o m  a few spec imens  only. Among these  a r e  
Xylophanes tevsa (Linnaeus) ,  Ecpanthevia deflovata (Fab r i c iu s )  and 
Hypavpax auvova (Abbot & Smith). Of spec i a l  i n t e r e s t  is a melan ic  
spec imen of Pievis vapae (Linnaeus) ,  descr ibed  e l s ewhe re  in  t h i s  
i s s u e  (Donahue and Nielsen,  1967). The  col lect ion is in  a f ine s t a t e  of 
p r e se rva t i on ,  indicat ive of the c a r e  that i t  h a s  rece ived  o v e r  the pa s t  
y e a r s .  Most of the labe ls  a r e  wri t ten in a f ami l i a r  English s c r i p t ,  
ref lect ing Yates '  e a r l y  schooling. 

Mrs .  Yates is to be  commended  f o r  h e r  generous  gift of this  mos t  
s ignif icant  col lect ion to Michigan State  Universi ty and f o r  thus making 
the r e su l t s  of Ar thur  J. Yates '  e f for t s  avai lable to sc ience .  
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