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THE TEACI-£ER. 

3· Construction from blocks. 
In a manner similar to the first exeT

cise given, have small kindergarten 
blocks piled in cubes, oblongs, prisms, 
&c, and practical applications made to 
the things they see about them; as, the 
shape of a box, of a closed book, &c. 

4· Card-building. 
Get a sheet or two of bristol board or 

card board. Cut it into cards perhaps 
four inches square. Give each child 
six or eight of these with which to con
struct a coal-box, wood-box, hollow 
cube, &c. Cards are in many cases 
preferable to blocks because they can 
be handled noiselessly. To set them 
up in the shapes suggested, requires 
care and patience and children need 
training in both. Let them build a room 
like the school room or a house like 
theirs at home. 

ond grade pupils, have the numbers 
arranged in as many ways as possible; 
as, 246, 642, 624, &c. 

7. PaP,er-folding. 
This is one of the kindergarten exer

cises and is very valuable: but space 
cannot here be taken to explain any of 
the forms. Any kindergarten manual 
will teach how to do this. 

8. Handling objects. 
Take any common or familiar object. 

Let each child inspect and handle it; 
or, better still, give each child an ob
ject to examine for perhaps ten minutes. 
At the expiration of that time, let each 
one tell something about it. It is heavy. 
It is hard. It is circular. It is white. 
There are figures on it. There is a sort 
of picture on it. It will roll. It will 
ring. What is it? It is a nickel or a 
dime. vVhat can we do with it? &c. 

(The writer once saw a class of seven year old 
children to whom were given an old fashioned 
cent. They were told to see all they could about 
it. At the expiration of half an hour, they were 

5. These cards rna y also serve an
other purpose. A word may be written 
upon each side of each carcl. It would 
perhaps be pleasing to use the words of called upon and told two lmnrired t!tirty ·one 

. some simple story. Give a certain num- things they saw in that insignificant piece of mon-

ber of cards to each pupil and have him ey.) 

arrange the words to form a sentence 
in the story. \Vhen each one has done 
so, the story may be read to the teach
er. These same cards may be distrib
uted differently, so as to tell the story 
in different ways. Or, the teacher may 
place four or five words upon the board; 
as, boJ', dog, jumps, nms, and. Have 
the children arrange these words in as 
mauy sentences as po sible upon their 
slates. 

6. 1Vumber combinations from given 
figures. 

Take for example 2 4, and 6. Have 
them fir t added in as many ways as 
po. sible · thu , z+4+6, z+6+4, 4+ 
z+6, -++6+z, �J �~ �c�.� Then ubtra ted 
multiplied, divided, 'C. r, if for sec-

9· Studying persons, animals,plallts, 
&c. 

Tell the children to notice you for ten 
minutes; and tell all the things you did 
in that time. You spoke loud, softly, 
slowly, rapidly, &c. You moved your 
fingers, hands, arms, head body, feet. 
You walked, sat down, looked, closed 
your eyes, smiled, frowned, c c. 

Give to each one a leaf of some tree 
or plant, and let him study it. lr a 
branch of apple blossoms, and let him 
tell what he sees in the l>lossoms and 
what they are for. r, Letter sti 11, 
give each child a tiny maple or other 
young tree which can be found every 
spring in great numbers under the large 
maples, or other common trees. Let 
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him tell the parts and all other points of 
interest in the tree. Then at recess or 
noon-time, these little trees might be 

· planted by the road side, thus giving 
these children an interest in forestry. 

These botanical lessons arouse a great 
interest among the children and cause 
them to observe all forms of vegetable 

life. 
In the spring a beautiful lesson could 

be given on the bucts of the pussy wil
low. Then after the pupils have told 
all they know about the soft fuzzy buds, 
the teacher should ~xplain what the buds 
contain and their mission, after which 
she might read to the delighted children 
the following beautiful story which the 
publishers of the l indergarten Maga
zine have kindly permitted me to use. 

Bluster, Bright and Sprinkle. 

Once there were three great giants, 
who were the good and helpful friends 
of the tiny flowers, the great trees, the 
brooks, and all the little woodland in
habitants. Neither the blue violets nor 
the delicate white snow drops could ev
er have waked up in the Spring, nor 
the great, red roses and yellow sunflow
ers could have opened their eyes in the 

ummer · the trees could not have put 
on their green dresses, nor the pussy
willows have thrown off their fur caps, 
if Bright had not been ready to warm 
the big brown house where their winter's 
bed wa found when Jack Fro t came 
riding on old Blu ter's back. or could 
they ever have rawled into uch ozy 
place if Bluster had not run with them 
and tu ked them in quickly, and then 
with hi great hano aathered up dried 
lea\'e and arth to make warm comforts 
for th m. \Yho but prinkle, would 
have rememb reel that little baby eed 
g t thir ty during the winter and c ull 

have given them the good drinks and 
gentle pats that this great, friendly giant 
sent down to them? 

Tightly wrapped in their beds, they 
lay waiting for Spring to call them ; 
gentle, loving Spring who always needs 
and calls upon her three giant friends 
to help her bring the birds back home, 
and to wake up the flower-babies and 
set them to work. She had sent Bright 
to touch, with his warm fingers, the big, 
brown house, and had asked Sprinkle 
to tap at the doors and tell the little 
flower-people to get up. Bluster was 
ready to welcome them as they peeped 
out, and blew his warm breath on their 
little cold, green hands. 

The violets by the thousand were nod
ding their tiny purple caps; the snow
drops had peeped up, had finished their 
work and gone to sleep again · the rob
ins, who had gone off for their winter's 
trip, had come back, and the little 
brooks had been filled with water, and 
were dancing merrily among the stones, 
thanking old Sprinkle for the quantities. 
of water he had brought them, while
would you believe it? one Pus y \ illow, 
with her little brown fur cap closely tied 
on, was till a Jeep. The violets called 
to her that it wa time to get up and 
Robin Red-brea t, a he flew by, called 
to her, aying : "0h, you lazy Pus y ! 
how can you stay a leep so long, when 
everybody else ha wak d up and gone to 
work?' Pus y heard, but her mother had 
told her to wait for Jack Frost wa still 
lurking around and might come back, 
o he had be t keep on her warm ap. 

Blu t r Bri ht anct prinkle talkeo 
about her and w ndered why he had 
not awakened. prinkle aid : I be
li ve he i thir. tr, I will aive her a cool 

rink and bath, and maybe he will 
rou. e up." 
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Bluster said : "No, she is lazy, I will 
shake her and make her get up. " 

Bright said nothing, but quietly wait
ed. prinkle sent down a shower of 
cold water, which made Pussy draw her 
cap all the more closely about her. 

Bluster shook her, at first, gently ; 
but, finding she would not wake up, 
shook harder and harder, and at last, 
very roughly, but Pussy did not stir. 

They went back and tolct Bright what 
they had done, and how Pussy still kept 
on her fur cap. Bright smiled, and 
said : "I will see what I can do." 

Calling all his little sunbeam sons and 
daughters to him, he told them Pus y 
Willow's story, and asked if they would 
like to go and help her to wake up and 
enjoy the pring time. Joyfully they 
tarted off to work. Joining hands, 

they danced arounct Pus y making h r 
feel warm and comfortable. oftly and 
lovingly they tapped on the littl e fur 
cap. 

Pussy 'Villow heard them, felt the 
warmth and gentle, tender toueh of 
those dear little helpers; and while they 
worked, out she peeped and saw her 
good friends and playfellows helping 
her. he threw off her brown fur cap, 
ancl shaking her ilky rrolcl hair nodded 
and , miled at the violets and dandelion · 

around her. 

Bluster and Sprinkle shook their 
heads and wondered how Bright had 
waked her up. Bright c::aid nothing, 
yet still kept on working. 

The next time Robin flew by, he 
stopped to speak to Pussy and to sit 
and sing to her, telling her, in his song, 
how sorry he was that he had laughed 
at her and how glad that she had at 
last come out to enjoy the Spring time. 
Pussy was happy to see all her friends 
again, and to swing to and fro as Blus
ter rocked her gently. he miled up 
at Bright who still sent his children to 
play with her. 

She thanked prinkle whenever he 
sent her cool, fresh water to drink- as 
he always did when the days were hot 
an I dusty. 

The last we saw of Pussy and her 
neighbors, she was merrily laughin r, 

surrounded by the violets, dandelions 
and 'pring beauties, the center of a cir
cle around which her three giant friends 
were dancing, hand in hand; ,'prinkle 
throwing drop of crystal water over 
her golden-yellow hair, out of which 
Bluster was trying to shake the drops as 
he blew the silky thread ·, and Bright 
smiling n her until each tiny hair look
ed like gold, and ea h drop of water a 
rral diamond. 

TH (~liT. 

W E do not fully undcr·tand or at somewhere in the brain. o e plana
lea. t are not acrreed as to the na - tion of the modus operandi of su h ac

ure or haracter of normal mentality. t1v1ty v ntuating in thought, a. ind -
Two or three generations ago it was p ·nclent of th body, was apparently 
b li ved to on i t in th • a ti,·ity of a ever cl ·em d n ~ essary or onsiclcr ·d 
. oul or pirit, whi h was ·nth ron d a: a le ritimat s ientifi inquiry. 


