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I	
  credit	
  bullies	
  this:	
  

they	
  have	
  a	
  way	
  with	
  fists	
  

and	
  metaphors.	
  

	
  

So	
  that	
  when	
  fifth-­‐grade	
  you,	
  

huddled	
  in	
  your	
  lunchroom	
  corner,	
  

pulled	
  from	
  your	
  bag	
  

the	
  flat-­‐as-­‐a-­‐bookmark	
  cake,	
  	
  

they	
  recognized	
  in	
  the	
  image	
  

resonance	
  that	
  a	
  poet	
  

would	
  have	
  missed.	
  

	
  

And	
  smeared	
  on	
  you	
  	
  

their	
  misshapen	
  blessings:	
  

a	
  new	
  name	
  

a	
  new	
  life.	
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