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ValpoScholar

Fall Faculty Workshop
August 17, 2012

Valpo’s Institutional Repository and much more…



Agenda
• What is ValpoScholar?

• Who is using it?

• How are they using it?

• Why this is a potential benefit to 
Faculty and Students?

• How will the library support you with 
ValpoScholar?

• Panel Discussion



What is 
ValpoScholar?
“It’s an Institutional Repository”

…which means?

• University Press

• University Archive

• University-Sponsored 
Conference Website

• Faculty Work Archive

• Student Work Archive

• University Marketing Tool

http://scholar.valpo.edu …or you can Google it

http://scholar.valpo.edu/


What is currently in 
ValpoScholar?

• 1,890 records

• Six publications

• Two conferences

• Faculty Scholarship and 
Creative Work, including Data 
Sets and other Grey Literature

• Student Scholarship and 
Creative Work

• University Archival Materials



Who is using 
ValpoScholar?
• Nearly 250,000 

downloads since March 
2011

• 84% domestic traffic; 16%
international traffic

• 127 countries

• More specifically, anyone 
who uses Google or 
another search engine



How are they using 
ValpoScholar?

• 83% of ALL academic 
researchers use either 
Google or Google Scholar
for academic research*

• Digital Commons 
(ValpoScholar’s software) 
uses one of two preferred 
indexing languages for 
Google

• We upload it and users will 
find it…depending on their 
search terms and location

*Hightower C., Caldwell C.: Shifting Sands: Science Researchers on Google 
Scholar, Web of Science, and PubMed,with Implications for Library Collections 
Budgets. Issues in Science and Technology Librarianship 2010; 63, Article 3. 
Retrieved August 15, 2012, from http://www.istl.org/10-fall/refereed3.html



Why does this matter 
to Valpo’s Faculty and 
Students?

• Platform to market our research 
and creative work in one place

• Instant worldwide audience, 
depending on the search terms

• Increases citation impact and h-
factor for published research 
and researchers*

• Highlights and disseminates 
student work

• Christopher Center and the Law 
Library host and support the 
service

*Eysenbach G. (2006) Citation Advantage of Open Access Articles. PLoS
Biol 4(5): e157. doi:10.1371/journal.pbio.0040157

7th result on generic Google 
Search, downloaded over 

7,000 times



What Can the Library Do for you?
ValpoScholar services offered by the libraries are:

• Content Uploading

• eJournal Hosting (peer-review or editor-review)

• Conference Website Hosting

• Historical Data Storage

• Archive Your Student’s Work

• Copyright Checking and Clearance

• Software/Platform Training (if you want to do it yourself)

• Webpage Design

• Usage Reports



FOR MORE 
INFORMATION…

Email:
Jon.Bull@valpo.edu
scholar@valpo.edu

Visit:
http://scholar.valpo.edu

Thank You!

mailto:Jon.Bull@valpo.edu
mailto:scholar@valpo.edu
http://scholar.valpo.edu/


Panel Discussion
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